

HMS OCEAN LEADS BRITAIN’S LIFE-SAVERS IN DISASTER AREA 
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MERCY SHI'S 


Gulf ships 
at high 
state of 
readiness 


HMS CUMBERLAND peels away 
from the aircraft carrier USS 
Dwight D. Eisenhower while work¬ 
ing closely with American task 
group ships in the Gulf. 

As Navy News went to press, a Royal 
Navy spokesman confirmed that British 
warships in the Gulf were remaining at 
a high state of readiness following 
Saddam Hussein's apparent back¬ 
down over Iraqis non co-operation with 


United Nations weapons inspectors. 
The coalition ships and aircraft are at 
immediate notice to use force in the 
event of Saddam's failure to honour his 
latest pledge. 

Cumberland, whose Commanding 
Officer, Capt Richard Leaman, is the 
Royal Navy's task group commander in 
the Gulf, has also been exercising with 
the region's navies as wetl as enforcing 
■ Turn to back page. 


A ROYAL Navy task force led by HMS Ocean has left 
the Mosquito Coast of Central America after a harrow¬ 
ing mercy mission in the wake of Hurricane Mitch. 

The helicopter carrier was in the Caribbean for hot weather trials 
when the hurricane, thought to be the worst Atlantic storm for 200 years, 
smashed into Honduras and Nicaragua. 


Latest estimates are that 10.000 died 
in the storm and its aftermath and a 
further 10,000 are missing in 
Honduras, Nicaragua, Guatemala and 
El Salvador. Around a million people 
were left homeless and with little food. 

Coastal and riverbank settlements were 
inundated with tloodwater, and many of the 
thousands who died were buried under mud 
slides or swept out to sea. 

West Indies Guardship HMS Shell it Id 
was one of the first vessels to set people 
ashore to start saving lives and repairing the 
damage - and the task was daunting. 

“My lirsf-aid teams and I were the first 
relief workers they had seen," said Sure Ll 
Sue Davis, who went into Mangrove Bight 
on the devastated island of Guanaja. 

"Neither words nor pictures could have 
sufficiently prepared us for the scenes of 
total destruction and human suffering." 

The Tvpe 22 frigate rescued Isabella 
Arriola Baliz dc Guity. a 36-year-old 
Honduran teacher who had been swept 
away and spent six davs adrift before she 


was spotted by an American aircraft as she 
clung to debris 80 miles offshore (see p 17). 

Ocean was diverted from Exercise 
Caribbean Fury. an Anglo-Dutch 
amphibious exercise, and became command 
ship for the Navy's rescue efforts. 
Operation Tellar. 

Also involved were Royal Marines of 45 
Commando, RFA Sir Tristram - which 
ferried Rovals and Dutch marines from 
Belize - RFA tanker Black Rover and 
Dutch frigate UNLMS Willem van der 
Zaan. 

From Ocean, Sea Kings of 845 Naval Air 
Squadron and Royal Marines Lynx and 
Gazelles from Ocean, joined Sheffield’s 
Lynx to ferry teams and supplies to villages 
swamped by the Rio Coco, the river along 
the border of Honduras and Nicaragua, 
which was running 30ft higher than usual. 

Members of the RM Assault Boat 
Squadron ranged up to 50km upriver to 
distribute supplies and lend assistance, 
while medical and work parties were flown 
into isolated inland villages in the jungle. 

■ RN mercy mission - pages 16-17 


HMS Sheffield comforts Julia Etvin on the 
island of Guanaja. RN chefs have a sec¬ 
ondary role as first-aiders. 

Picture: LA(PHOT) Steve Wood 
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Options 


rst Cenotaph march 


by Falklands veterans 


VETERANS of the Falklands War 
marched as a group for the first 
time in the Cenotaph parade on 
Remembrance Day, 

Over 130 people who participated in 
the 1982 campaign were led by mem¬ 
bers of the South Atlantic Medal 
Association to honour the 252 Britons 
who died in the conflict. 

A wreath was laid at the Cenotaph by 
Brig Julian Thompson RM (retd) who led 


3 Commando Brigade in the campaign. 

In France, the Queen laid a wreath at 
the Menin Gate at Ypres on Armistice 
Day, while the First Sea Lord, Admiral 
Sir Michael Boyce, accompanied French 
President Jacques Chirac at a ceremo¬ 
ny held at the railway carriage at 
Compiegne where the Armistice was 
signed 80 years ago. 

The Poles who died in World War II 
were remembered by HMS Cromer when 
she sheltered from heavy weather dur¬ 


ing Joint Maritime Course 983 off 
Scotland. 

The Sandown-class mtnehunler 
stood off at Invergorden and took part 
in a Remembrance Day parade in hon¬ 
our of Polish Servicemen, many of 
whom settled in the area. 

Cromer contributed a guard to the 
proceedings and members of her ship s 
company attended a reception at the 
local HQ of the Royal British Legion in 
Scotland where gifts and mementos 


were exchanged. 

M Several of our readers noticed dur¬ 
ing the Royal British Legion Festival of 
Remembrance at the Royal Albert Hall, 
that female Naval personnel removed 
their caps. 

Now that male and female representa¬ 
tives appear as a mixed assembly, not 
separated as before, this was done to 
give a balanced presentation. There are 
no plans to standardise the practice, 
however. 


NAVAL HERO'S GRAVE UES 


Improved 
jacket to 
round off 
uniform 
changes 


A NEW weal lie r-p roof jacket 
which gained 90 per cent 
approval from participants in a 
trial. will he the last item of 


UNDER A 
CAR PARK 


RECORDS kept by Portsmouth City Council have 
established that the grave of one of the first men to 
be awarded the Victoria Cross is under the car park 
of the city’s continental ferry port. 


The last resting place of 
Naval hero Thomas Reeves, 
who received his VC from 
Queen Victoria herself, was at 
one time thought to he lost. 
After the former RN rating 
died of tuberculosis at the age 
of only 34 he was buried in a 
pauper's grave at Port sea 
Island General Cemetery in 

I cS 62 , 


MEDIC'S 
VC MAY 
FETCH 
£ 35,000 

THE ONLY VC to be 
won by a Naval medical 
officer was expected to 
fetch up to £35,000 at a 
Spinks auction on 
November 25, 

The Victoria Cross was 
awarded to Staff Surgeon 
William Maillard for his 
valour during the landing 
of Royal Navy sailors in 
the Crete Incident in 1898. 

The conflict had been 
sparked off by Greek 
troops landing on the 
island in defiance of 
Turkish sovereignty. Maltl- 
ards clothing became rid- 
died with bullets during 
his attempt to save the life 
of a wounded sailor. 

Medals worn by one of 
the leading British admi¬ 
rals of World War II, 
Admiral of the Fleet Baron 
Fraser of North Cape, 
were also being auctioned 
by Spink and were expect¬ 
ed to fetch £25,000. 

The items included 
Admiral Fraser's Knight 
Grand Cross of the Bath 
and his insignia as Knight 
Commander of the British 
Empire, as well as cam¬ 
paign medals, and awards 
from Denmark, France, 
the Netherlands, Norway, 
the USA and Soviet 
Russia, 

Admiral Fraser com¬ 
manded the ships which 
sank the German battle¬ 
cruiser Scharnhorst at the 
Battle of North Cape, and 
later was C-in-C of the 
British Pacific Fleet. Also 
on sale were the pen with 
which he signed the 
Japanese surrender docu¬ 
ment in 1945, his 
epaulettes and his mid¬ 
shipman's dirk. 


The she was used in the I9ih 
century as a mass burial site for 
thousands of people too poor to 
afford headstones. It later became 
Mile End Gardens, When 
Portsmouth^ continental ferry pari 
was planned in the 1970s, many 
re ma i n s we rc re - i nt e rred - ma i n ly 
al the city's Kingston Cemetery. 

It was thought that Reeves' 
remains may have been among the 
estimated 6,1)00 bodies transferred 
to the unmarked site at Kingston, 
hut records show that his body is 
siiEl at Mile End. 

Portsmouth Cemeteries 
Manager Fred Long told 
Navy News that a numbered 
reference plan of the area 
pinpointed Reeves' grave to 
a plot which lies in what was 
the Middle Pass of Mile End 
- an area from which no 
remains had been removed. 

Greenwich Royal Naval 
Association member Mick 
Barnbrook, who runs the Victoria 
Cross Memorial Fund, is working 
unvards erection of a plaque near 
Reeves' grave. 

His campaign lo erect memori¬ 
als to all VC' holders who have no 
marked graves has already suc¬ 
ceeded in three cases - Naval men 
John Taylor, Henry Curtis and 
Rear Admiral Eric Gascoigne 
Robinson 

"I'm hoping that with the co¬ 
operation of (he ferry port and 
Portsmouth Council. No, 3 Area of 
the RNA w ill he able to arrange an 
unveiling ceremony next August 4 
the anniversary of Thomas 
Reeves death," Mr Barnbrook told 
/Vn it Yen v. 

Tm hoping that enough money 
can he raised lo pay for il - perhaps 
with the help of the city council/ 
lie thought an appropriate loca¬ 
tion lor I he plaque would he flic 
fern terminal rather than the ear 
park itself. 

Ferry port manager, 
Martin Putman, said the port 
would be prepared to erect 
some sort of memorial. Tm 
open to suggestions as to 
what would be appropriate/' 
he said. 

Thomas Reeves and two other 
ratings of the Naval Brigade light¬ 
ing at Inkcrman in I he Crimea, 
received their VC s after holding 
hack a heavy Russian attack tm a 
British halters on November 5. 
1854, 

Reeves was one of 12 Royal 
Navy officers and men lo receive 
their medals at the first VC investi¬ 
ture in 1857, bui his future in the 
Navy was to he cut short h\ the ill¬ 
ness which took hold in 1859. The 
whereabouts of any descendants 
and his medal are unknown. 

Anyone w ishing to make a dona¬ 
tion to a memorial should send 
iheir conirihulions to Greenwich 
RNA Victoria Cross Memorial 
Fund, co Mick Barnbrook. IK7 
Longlunds Road. Sidcup. Kent. 
DA 15 71 H 



Lancaster’s heading your way 


gaining experience of 
NATO operations 
before his country 
joined the Alliance. 
Besides SNFL's inter¬ 
national squadron , the 
exercise involved a 
German destroyer 
squadron in the busy 
shipping fanes of the 
Skagerrak in prepara¬ 
tion for the standing 
force w s participation in 
Joint Maritime Course 
983 (see page 19). 
Before returning home 
to Portsmouth on 
December 11, 

, Lancaster was visiting 
Copenhagen t Plymouth 
and Santander in 
Spain. 


THIS VIEW of HMS 
Lancaster is just the 
kind of sight that a 
submarine commander 
does not want to see 
through his periscope. 
Taken by Navy News 
prize winning camera¬ 
man LA(PHOT) Paul 
Smith t it shows 
Lancaster during five 
days of Baltic exercis¬ 
es involving 11 war¬ 
ships , submarines and 
aircraft. 

The Type 23 frigate 
was taking part in the 
exercises as part of 
NATO's Standing Naval 
Force Atlantic ($NFL) f 
and had on board a 
Polish naval officer 


clothing to be issued ns a 
result of the Navy's 1990s uni¬ 
form review'. 

The high-quality jacket will 
replace the current windpruof 
jacket and raincoat and is due to 
be issued next year or early 20U1K 
Made ol MVP - moisture 
vapour permeable material - the 
jacket is designed to keep water 
out hut allows the body to 
‘breathe*. It has a detachable, 
sleeved lining for winter wear. 

New-design shoes lor wear on 
hoard ship arc made in all practi¬ 
cal sizes - from si/cs three lo eight 
for women and six to 12 for men. 
including half sizes and medium 
and large fillings. 

The lack of lasts to extend the 
new sole compound lo shoes 
he low size six, as reported in our 
November issue, applied only to 
the interim shoes introduced a 
year ago. 

Last act - 
but such a 
good one! 

A BUS LOAD of food, clothes 
and other supplies have been 
delivered Lo a Romanian orphan¬ 
age, courtesy of the Royal Navy. 

Tlie gifts were collected by the 
ship's company of HMS London 
with the Plymouth-based charity 
Rainbow and delivered to 
Cernavoda orphanage. Constanta, 
for children with AIDS and who 
are HIV-positive, 

London's visit came tin ring the 
Type 22‘s goodwill voyage in the 
Black Sea - her last international 
deployment before she pays off 
next summer. A party was held on 
hoard for the children while a 
team from the ship built a new 
playground for them. 

The ship also visited 
Novorossiysk. Plymouth’s twinned 
city in Russia, carrying messages 
and gills from the Lord Mayor of 
Plymouth, The ship also did her 
bit lor diplomatic relations by los¬ 
ing 3-2 in a fool hall match against 
the Russian Navy, 

Before reluming to Devon port 
on December L London was visit¬ 
ing Cyprus. Gibraltar and 
Casablanca. In January she is due 
Lo visit the City of London lor the 
last time. 


Centurion’s roamin’ days begin 



• Spot the ship with the smile... RFA Sea Centurion (left) 
has embarked on exercises off Canada as her first deploy¬ 
ment. The other roll-on/rolf-off vessel chartered by the 
Navy, RFA Sea Crusader, appears in the picture with 
RFA Sir Percivale at their Marchwood, Southampton , base 
shortly before Sea Centurion left. Picture: la(phot) Gary Davies. 
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| BLOCKADE MARKER 

HMS Nottingham moves into her berth at St Angelo as she arrives to rep¬ 
resent the Royal Navy for the 200th anniversary exhibition of its blockade 
of Malta, opened earlier by The Duke of York. - Picture: laiphqt) eery sfpu 


DEFENCE Secretary George Robertson and his 
Argentine counterpart, Jorge Dominguez, have 
signed a Defence Memorandum of Understanding in 
a pledge to work more closely together 


The agreement made at 
Lancaster House covered 
existing bilateral activities and 
set out further areas where 
there might be mutual benefit 
in co-operation. 

Said Mr Robertson: 'Today, it is 
right that we symbolically and pub¬ 
licly acknowledge the immense 
progress in our defence relation¬ 
ship and set the framework for the 
future. 

This is what I have called 
Defence Diplomacy. 

“The presence of Sr Dominguez 
and his colleagues here today is a 
very dear indication of the dis¬ 
tance we have travelled since 1982. 
Jorge Dominguez and I now meet 
for the fourth time, in a spirit of 
reconciliation and goodwill, and 
looking to the future. 

“Our forces already work 
together for the UN in Cyprus, in 
Bosnia and in Kuwait, and both 


have contributed to other coali¬ 
tions in the Gulf. And we have a 
flourishing programme of military 
contacts, visiting and training with 
each other to build the personal 
contacts which are so important in 
dispelling mistrust. 

“Over I he last year, our ships 
and aircraft have visited 
Argentina, and we have seen high 
level visits in both directions by 
political, official and military rep¬ 
resentatives." 

President Carlos Menem, the 
first Argentine head of slate to 
visit the UK since the Falkland* 
War. was met by Lt Cdr The Duke 
of York - who served in the 1982 
conflict - when he attended a 
remembrance service at St Paul’s 
Cathedral. 

While Mr Menem later restated 
Argentina's claim to the Islands, he 
pledged this would be achieved by 
peaceful means. 


Anthrax jabs held 
up until New Year 

DUE TO supply problems, the Ministry of Defence has 
announced a temporary suspension of its programme of volun¬ 
tary immunisation against anthrax. New stocks may not be ready 
until early next year. 


An MOD spokesman said the 
interruption to supplies '‘although 
extremely unwelcome", would not 
require changes to plans for 
deployment of personnel to the 
Gull 

Said Defence Secretary George 
Robertson: 

“[ want more of our personnel 
to have these vaccinations because 
they are absolutely safe and repre¬ 
sent one very effective element in 
the range of protective measures 


which we have in place/’ 

The vaccine currency in use was 
fully safety tested earlier this year. 
The licence was due to expire as 
Navy News went to press and up to 
then the MOD was continuing to 
offer the existing vaccine to per¬ 
sonnel earmarked for deployment 
to the Gulf. 

Independent scientific and med¬ 
ical advice is that even receiving 
the first one or two of four doses 
will confer some immunity. 


HMS BELFAST, the World 
War II cruiser moored in 
the Pool of London, Is 
finally to get Ks own asso¬ 
ciation. 

Incredibly, the ship best 
known for its part In the Battle 
of North Cape that led to the 
destruction of the Scham- 
hors! has never had one - 
even though she continued In 
service until 1971, 

The last remaining example 
of a blg-gun cruiser, she 
remains also the last major 
warship to have taken part In 
D-Day and has long been one 
of the capital’s major tourist 
attractions. 

Veterans interested In join¬ 
ing the Association can con¬ 
tact Ted Hill on 01709 341803. 
For anyone interested in 
becoming an active commit¬ 
tee member, fax Sid Pickett on 
0171 2541743 for details of a 
meeting In HMS Belfast in mid 
December. v 

• HMS Belfast arrives at 
her final mooring just above 
Tower Bridge in 1971. 


(On board HMS Whatever dans un unidentite port des 
Royaumes Unies} 

‘Cest what nous appeions le ■‘Cocktail Party de Christmas", 
Jacques.’ 

’Je ne comprends pas. Jack.’ 

‘OK. Cest un peu difficile pour expliquer. Jacques. Mais dans 
les basique elements , e’est comma ci. Nous invitons une mix¬ 
ture des capitaines d intiustrie, des dignitaires civiques, des 
Vieux Comrades et so on, aussi un sprinkling de crumpet from 
mopital Nurses Home et le Teachers Training College. Et puis 
il y a un competition between le Wardroom et Ie Junior Rates 
Mess pour gagner la bests bird.’ 

■C est clair enough so far. Jack, Donnez moi un lew mots 
d’avis sur le procedure.' 

□ accord. Geci est seulement mon personal preference, 
vous comprenez, Jacques - mais je prefers toujours to go pour 
La Lady Mayoress.' 

Pourquoi? Netes vous setting vos sights un peu high, 
Jack?, 

Pas du tout. Jacques, pas du tout, Elle est usually une 
femme d'un certain age qui est grateful pour J attention. 1 

Mmm ... Cest un attitude un peu politically incorrect, nesF 
ce pas?’ * 

Blow ca, Jacques! Je suis seulement interested dans les 
results! Alors,., La bataille commence! Here comes La Lady 
Mayoress, je crois - la femme avec le rinse bleu. Vous la 
voyez? Et \a. la blonde formidable dans le tiny mini skirt et les 
kinky bottes noires qui est sans aucune doute from le Teachers 
Training College? Make votre choix. Jacques! 1 

Je prends votre avis. Jack! La Lady Mayoress est pour moir 

OK, Since vous etes mon guest et comme un special favour. 
Jacques - je suis content avec la blonde / 

(Le next matin) 

Alors - ow avez vous got on. Jack?' 

Un desastre, Jacques! La blonde turned out to be La 
Mayoress elle-meme! Et naturellement le First Lieutenant a 
nicked 'er toute de suite! Je suis ires sorry qua j’ai palmed vous 
oft avec la femme avec le rinse bleu 1 Je n ai aucune idee qui 
elle btait 

Oh. elle etait la Principal du Teachers Training College, Jack! 
Une femme tres intelligent©! Charmante! Sophistiqu§! Avec les 
belles jambes, aussi - Vous les avez remarque? Et quand je 
quitte la Marine Nationale, elle rrt'a promis le position de 
Bursar!’ 


JACK ET JACQUES 


Le Cocktail Party 
de Christmas 


Argentina 
and UK in 
pledge 
to 'dispel 
mistrust' 
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Gaps at sea could become 


a thing of the past 


A Christmas message from 
Commodore Naval Drafting 


A LL COMMANDING Officers are invited to visit 
the Naval Drafting Directorate — the personal 
contact and the opportunity to discuss prob¬ 
lems are extremely valuable. 

Heads of Departments, Divisional Officers and Divisional 
Senior Rales, and their Royal Marines equivalents, are most wel- 
come too. 



I'm afraid, however that we just 
do not have enough staff to allow 
individual contact between the 
majority of ratings and ranks them¬ 
selves and their drafters, so 1 
thought it would be of interest to 
outline some of the topics on 
w'hieh I brief visitors. 

The first thing that I point out is 
that we are drafters and not 
Appointors, As well as having a 
much larger plot size than appoint¬ 
ee, drafted do not have access to 
ratings* documents - we depend on 
vour drafting preference forms and 
C24Qs (which dearly need to be up 
to date) and on information pro¬ 
vided through the divisional sys¬ 
tem. 

The Naval Service is about 
1,600 RN ratings and RM 
Ranks below complement at 
the moment, and when the 
over-ose of the margin (those 
medically downgraded, for 
instance) is added, we are 
effectively well over 2,000 
short. 

J am, however, optimistic about 
recruiting. even in the problem 
areas of Warfare Branch and 
General Duties Royal Marines, 
and so expect to see gapping 
reduce slowly, particularly it pre¬ 


dictions of stable premature volun¬ 
tary release rales are correct, with 
significant numbers of hard gaps at 
sea eventually a thing of the past. 

The result of the present short¬ 
ages is, inevitably, that there are 
gaps, stretch and turbulence. 

I very much appreciate the way 
that the vast majority of people we 
draft understand and tolerate with 
good humour our problems, and in 
particular 1 would mention those 
people who, around this lime last 
year, accepted with very good 
grace drafts at short notice to ships 
involved in Operation Bolton. 

Having said that, l would also 
like to pay tribute to my own staff 
who 1 think do an outstanding job 
under very difficult circumstances. 
We do not enjoy drafting people 
against their wishes and. at the 
moment, over 90 per cent of rat¬ 
ings and ranks are in first-prefer¬ 
ence drafts (although this does dis¬ 
guise pockets and 1 always seem to 
meet the nine per cent!). 

1 said that we are drafters and 
not appointers, We in the Naval 
Manning Agency are. however, 
determined to improve career 
management for ratings and ranks, 
and you will have noticed Second 
Sea Lord's very strong personal 
commitment to this. 


We have a number of measures 
in train, with the Corps Drafting 
Office well advanced having reor¬ 
ganised and taken several initia¬ 
tives, not least in the speeial/tech- 
ntcal qualification area and with 
the Career Helpline. 

In the dark blue, advancement 
rosters will be abolished in favour 
of selective promotion for all rates 
from 1999, although the selective 
clement will be phased in to ensure 
that those currently at or near the 
top of the roster will not be disad¬ 
vantaged. 

The new software-based report 
form (the S3300) with its section 
on potential will certainly help 
promotion boards in their very dif¬ 
ficult job of identifying the best 
candidates. 

It is also one of the threads in a 
study to assess how best IT can be 
used to improve drafting, and 
whether drafiers should have full 
access to ratings' documents to 
help them select round pegs for 
round holes. 

The written Promotion 
Prospects Assessment (PPA) 
scheme for those qualified for 
Warrant Officer will be extended 
to other ratings in due course, 
probably starting in April 

You will have noticed that we 
are experimenting with job vacan¬ 


cy advertisements in Navy News 
and Globe and Laurel and we are 
also conducting benchmarking 
exercises with other Services to 
identify significant areas of differ¬ 
ence where we might bring about 
an improvement. 

The continuity drafting trial 
which the Warfare Drafting 
Commander wrote about in the 
October issue of Navy News is 
about to get under way in 
Devonport. 

A Warrant Officer and a 
POWren Writer arc setting up a 
drafting cell in Tyne Building 
which will start work in April and 
act as a halfway house with the 
drafting desks here in Centurion, 
working very closely with 
Squadron Staff. 

Initially the main aim is 
to provide a careers advi¬ 
sory service for Warfare 
junior rates In the Sixth 
Frigate Squadron, but we 
will allow the experiment to 
develop and assess the 
benefits — I suspect that 
everyone will want one 
before very long! 

I have asked for (and ai the lime 
of writing look likely to receive) a 
large enhancement to our 
1999/2000 budget to enable further 


measures to allow people more 
direci contact with their drafters. 

1 hope to see each drafting sec¬ 
tion increased by two or three 
staff, with the initial aim that all 
SRs will be able to discuss their 
careers directly with lheir drafters. 

1 intend lo reinstate the old 
Women's Sea Service Co-ordinator 
post, but in a new form with added 
responsibility for the management 
of all ratings in the margin Tor med¬ 
ical and welfare reasons. 

[ also hope that the Ratings 
Career Management Officer (Db 
as was) will be joined by two addi¬ 
tional Warrant Officers, one dedi¬ 
cated to career management and 
one to co-ordinating cross-branch 
issues such as requests for branch 
transfer (where we want to be 
more flexible, consistent and infor¬ 
mative), for early release and for 
withdrawal of notice. 

In short, we are trying very hard 
to make drafting more personal 
and more transparent for those 
who are drafted. 

On that note, 1 wish you all, and 
your families and friends, a very 
happy Christmas and New Year. 

Last year, the Drafty cartoon 
showed Santa delivering a bundle 
of gelignite sticks with a lighted 
fuse down my chimney... I wonder 
what this year will bring? 



SITUATIONS 

VACANT 


THE FOLLOWING are 
details of jobs for which 
the Nava! Drafting Service 
is seeking volunteers, 

LMEM(L) for SNONI. A sea- 
going billot based in 
Northern Ireland, normal 
LMEM(L) duties, plus driving 
licence, required now for 
nine months. 

LMEM(L) for HMS Tracker 
(Oxford URNU) a sea-going 
billet base In Portsmouth, 
normal LMEM(L) duties, 
required August tor 30 
months. 

MEM1 for HMS Bicester, a 
sea-going billet based In 
Portsmouth, AMC/MEMOC, 
required August for 30 
months. 

MEM1 for HMS Orwell 
(BRNC) a sea-going billet 
based in Devonport, 
AMC/MEMOC, required July 
for 21 months. 

MEM1 for HMS Ledbury, a 
sea-going billet based in 
Portsmouth, AMC/MEMOC, 
required July for 30 months. 

MEM1 for HMS Leed 
Castle, a sea-going billet 
based in Portsmouth, 
AMC/MEMOC, required July 
for 21 months, 

CPO (any) for Cardiff 
URNU, a shore billet based in 
Cardiff, unit coxswain, May 
for 24 months, 

CPO/PO (any) for DISC, A 
sea billet based at 
Chicksands, Bedfordshire, 
conduct after capture corps, 
required now for 30 months. 

CPOAEA(R) for DNAS 
Wyton, a shore billet at 
Wyton, avionics, required 
January and June for 24 
months. 

CPOAEA(R) for HMS Ark 
Royal, a shore billet at 
Rosyth, normal refit duties, 
June for 18 months. 

CPO AEA(L) for HMS Ark 
Royal, a shore billet at 
Rosyth, NBCD duties, June 
for 18 months. 

POAEA(M) for RAF Wyton, 
a shore billet at Wyton, nor¬ 
mal AEA(M) duties, 
September for 24 months. 

NA(AH) for DNR, a shore 
billet at Wroughton, driver, 
required March for 12 
months. 

A EM tor HMS Cambridge, 
a shore billet based at 
Plymouth, security duties, 
required August for 12 
months. 


AEM for HMS Raleigh, a 
shore billet at Devonport, 
security duties, required 
March and August for 12 
months, 

AEM for BRNC, a shore bil¬ 
let at Dartmouth, security 
duties, required March for 12 
months. 

NA(MET) for HMS 
Cambridge, a shore billet at 
Plymouth, security duties, 
required June for 12 months. 


HAVE YOU MISSED US? 


Back copies available from 1980. 


Ring Anne Young 

PORTSMOUTH (01705) 826040 


Navy News - The Paper that fives up to its name! 




CREDIT CARD NEWS 


The above Credit Cards will not be accepted on orders of less than £5. 






Expiry Date Cardholders Signature 

Amount 

1 




Navy listens to advice on equality 


T HE NAVY S commit¬ 
ment to providing 
equal opportunities 
was underlined during a 
visit by the chairman of the 
Commission for Racial 
Equality. 

Sir Herman Ousely accept¬ 
ed an invitation from Second 
Sea Lord Admiral Sir John 
Brigstocke, to visit the Royal 
Navy In Portsmouth for a first 
hand view of 'life in a blue 
suit. 1 

Sir Herman and CRE col¬ 
leagues Mr Bob Purkiss and 
Dr Dwaine Neil, flew out to 
HMS Coventry and spent the 
day meeting members of the 
ship's company. 

Later they discussed ways 
of improving the number of 
personnel joining from ethnic 
minorities with Admiral 
Brigstocke, and a number of 
Initiatives were put forward. 

At the end of a productive 
day, the Second Sea Lord 
thanked the CRE for their time 
and underlined the Service s 
commitment to guaranteeing 
equality of opportunity. 



• Admiral Brigstocke with CRE Chairman Sir Herman Ouseley, Dr Dwaine Neil and Mr Bob Purkiss, 
on board a recruiting float used at high profile public events such as The Lord Mayor's Show , The 
Netting Hit! Carnival and the Brent Festival of Light 
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board and when Sutherland is m 
port 

The frigate's range or weapons, 
including ihose carried by her heli¬ 
copter. currently a Mk 8 Lynx but 
eventually a Merlin, allow her to 
fulfil a number of roles. 

Her sophisticated sonar and tor¬ 
pedoes make her a dangerous 
opponent for submarines, while the 
vc rt ica 1 ly-Ia u nc hed Sea wol f m i ss i I es 
protect her and her consorts against 
incoming enemy missiles or aircraft 
She could also attack other sur¬ 
face targets with long-range 
Harpoon sea-skimming missiles, 
and is able to provide bombard¬ 
ment support for forces ashore 
using hcr4.5in gun. 

Sutherland made history 
on her launch day* when 
Lady Christina Walmsley* 
wife of then Controller of 
the Navy Sir Robert 
Walmsley, used a bottle of 
Macallan whisky at the cer¬ 
emony - RN ships have 
only ever been launched 
with champagne. 

The Devonpon-based ship, pan 
of the Sixth Frigate Squadron, 
made her first home visit f Ihrcc 
months after she was commis¬ 
sioned. calling ai Invergordon in 
October last year - there is no jetty 
big enough to cope with her in 
Sutherland, 

She worked up for her first 
BO ST - basic operational sea train¬ 
ing- in February and March of this 
year, and shortly after she was 
involved in her first major exercise. 
Strong Resolve 98, 

The ship was the first major war¬ 
ship to sail under the new Skye 
Bridge, which she did in June, and 
later that month she visited the 
Estonian port of Thllinn. 

Sutherland is now well into her 
first operational deployment, 
replacing HMS Edinburgh as 
Falkland^ Island Guardship. 

On her return next year she has a 
schedule of port visits which 
includes Barbados and Mayport, 
Florida, and she is due to join a 
major US Navy carrier battlegroup 
exercise at the end of the winter. 

Sutherland is due back in the UK 
in late March. 

■ Making a difference - page 10 


M ORE THAN 200 years 
have passed since the 
demise of the last war¬ 
ship to bear the name HMS 
Sutherland, 

And although the men of the 
I8lh century Royal Navy would 
recognise the term Trigate, the 
modem warship is far from a light¬ 
ly-armed scout ship. 

Sutherland is the 13th of the 
Duke-class Type 23 frigates, a ship 
capable of landing a significant 
punch and capable of much more 
than her original design rale as an 
anti-submarine platform. 

She is extensively automated, 
continuing the trend towards lean¬ 
manning m modern Navy vessels. 


The weapons systems and sen¬ 
sors arc fully computerised, as are 
the control systems for the main 
machinery, the electrical distribu¬ 
tion system, the catering accounts 
and the pay and personnel records 
of the ship's company. 

Living conditions for the ratings 
are comfortable, with the 57 senior 
ratings living in four- or six-berth 
cabins with separate messes and the 
111 junior ratings in relatively spa¬ 
cious messdccks. each with its own 
recreational area and TV 

The ship, displacing 4,200 tonnes 
fullv loaded carries a reference 
and lending library, and training 
and educational resources, while a 
physical training specialist caters 
for sport and exercise both on 


• Ship's bridge - in June this year HMS Sutherland became the first major warship to pass under the 
Skye Bridge. Ptcture: LA(PHOT) Mick Storey (FOSNNI) 


To order biack and 
white postcards of the 
Ships of the Royal 
Navy’ series please 
contact Sarah Geary in 
the Business 
Department on 
01705 826040 


• Dashing ship - Type 23 frigate HMS Sutherland. 

Ptciure LA(PHOT) Mark Storey fFOSNNl) 

Transatlantic veteran 


rTpIHE FIRST of the three 
HMS Sutherlands was 
JL actually launched as 
HMS Reserve at Deptford on 
the Thames in March 1704. 

The 4th rate, 54-gun vessel was 
renamed HMS Sutherland in 
1716. but after a low-key career 
she ended up as a hospital ship on 
the Mediterranean Station, and by 
the time she was condemned in 
1754 her successor was m service. 

The new Sutherland, launched 
at Rothcrhithe in 1741, was also a 
4th rate, carrying 50 guns. 

In May. J 758. a formidable fleet, 
including Sutherland, sailed from 
Canada to lay siege lo Louisbourg, 
burning three French ships. When 
the town surrendered. Sutherland 
had her first Battle Honour. 

The second honour followed 
soon after, when Sutherland joined 
the expedition against Quebec, 

In early 1760 Sutherland joined 


a squadron sent to Canada, but 
with the collapse of French influ¬ 
ence in North America the ships 
were released for other operations, 
including attacks on the French 
islands in the West Indies. 

In 1761 Sutherland helped rein¬ 
force the Leeward Islands Station, 
assisting in the capture of 
Dominica 

Eight months later she was a 
member of the fleet which cap¬ 
tured Martinique, winning the ship 
a third Battle Honour, and later 
that year she joined a fleet which 
attacked and captured Havana in 
August, 1762. 

She was sold in 1770. 


\BATTLE HONOURS 5 

Louisbourg .. 

.1758 

Quebec. 

.... 1759 

Martinique ... 

.... 1762 

Havana .. 

. 1762 


Facts and figures 


Class: Type 23 frigate 
Pennant number: FBI 
Builder: Yarrow Shipbuilders. 
Glasgow 

Launched: March 9. 1996 
Commissioned: July 4,1997 
Displacement: 3,500 tonnes 
Length: 133 metres 
Beam: 16 metres 
Draught: 7 metres 
Speed: 28 knots 
Complement: 186 (18 officers) 
Machinery: CODLAG - two 
Rolls Royce Spey SMIC gas 
turbines, four Paxman 12CM 
diesels and two GEC electric 
motors 

Aircraft: One Lynx, to be 
replaced by one Merlin 


Weapons: Seawoll air defence 
missiles, Harpoon surface-to- 
surface missiles, 4.5 inch Mk8 
gun, Stingray torpedo system. 
30mm machine guns 
Sensors: Radar 996 {3-D sur¬ 
veillance), Radar 1007/1008 
(navigation), Radar 1010/1011 
(target identification), Sonar 
2050. UAT Electronic Warfare 
System (passive surveillance) 
and General Purpose Electro- 
Optical Director for gun control. 
Affiliations: The Sutherland 
District, Lord Strathnaver, The 
Highland Regiment. TS Paisley 
Grenville. 201 Squadron RAF 
Sponsor: Lady Christina 
Walmsley 


Ship's life began 
with a wee dram 
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HAVE YOU STARTED YOUR ‘SHIP OF THE MONTH’ COLLECTION YET! 


For only El 0.50 (£12.50 surface mail outside the UK) you can buy a twelve month subscription to Navy News ‘Ship 
of the Month'. This will deliver to your door a black and white postcard sized picture every month. The featured 
Ship for December is HMS Sutherland, a Type 23 Frigate. 

To keep your collection in perfect condition, £4.50 (inc P+P) will buy a beautiful Navy News Collectors Album. 
With eighteen pages you will have plenty of space to display your postcards and to attach any notes you might 
want to make. 


Pictures can also be bought individually at a cost of 65p each (min. order £1.95) inc. P+P and there are over 500 
to choose from in our free list. 

Buy your subscription and album now and we will send you, absolutely free, a set of 
twelve assorted black and white postcards to get your collection started . 


To: The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth, PD1 3HH 
Yes please! Add me to your ‘Ship of the Month' subscription list now. i enclose a cheque for £ ... 

Name: ........................... Telephone No.: ............ 

Address: ....................... 

............... Postcode: ..... 

Cheques payable to Navy News, payment by Credit Card/Swttch/Solo, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon of page 4 

-- —- — - - 
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Southern Cross corvettes 


Howard 
set the 
seal 

WHY is the ’Foul 
Anchor* or KHIicfe so 

f irominent as a Naval 
nsignla? It surely 
depicts an “upper deck T * 
cock-up. an act the Navy 
would not wish to 
expose! 

Now, the engine-room 
branch do not expose 
their errors, if any. The 
propeller is not shown 
fouled by any wire rope - 
if It was, then it would no 
doubt be another 
seamanship error. Why 
not a single anchor with 
no rope snowing? - G, 0. 
Rees, Axbridge, 

Somerset. 

Commonly known as 
ihe seaman s disgrace - . 
the foul anchor - a kiflick is 
a small anchor\ said to 
derive from the Erse word 
for a wooden anchor - was 
the seal of the Earl of 
Nottingham, Lord High 
Admiral in 1600. As Lord 
Howard of Effingham, he 
had been in command of 
the English forces which 
defeated the Spanish 
Armada in 1588 —Ed 


Credit due 
all round 

THROUGH your paper, I and 
many other Mancunians would 
like to thank the crew of HMS 
Manchester for a very memorable 
day - when the ship received the 
Freedom of the City. 

I’m not a Navy man, but I fell a 
great sense of pride after seeing 
and speaking to some of the crew. 

They were polite, courteous and 
a credit, not only to their ship but 
to the Senior Service and our 
country and 1 know they will he a 
credit to the city whose name lhc> 
bear wherever she sails, - G. 
Win st an ley, New Most on. 


the Kent 


connection 


REGARDING Prince Philip's war service mentioned in 
your Malta feature (November issue), ihe following may 


be more accurate. 

Prince Philip served as a 
Midshipman onboard HMS 
Kent in World War II when 
she supported shipping in the 
Indian Ocean, 

During August 1940 the Kent 
joined HMS Warspite, Barham 
and Ramillies in the 
Mediterranean, Prince Philip was 
then transferred and promoted 
Sub Ft onboard l IMS Malaya, 

The Malaya was soon to be 
engaged against capital ships of 
the Italian fleet. 

Within a few days the Kent was 
torpedoed and towed back to 
Alexandra for repairs - where she 
was rammed by one of our ow-n 
submarines, thereby delaying her 
return to the UK for complete 
repairs, 

HMS Kent then served in the 
Arctic supporting Russian 
convoys, - R. Sutherland See 
I [MS Kent Association, 

Kidderminster. 


Showing 
the flag 

REGARDING the recent 
debate on the origins of 
the Union Flag, this 
picture taken from a 
painting by Griffith Bally 
Coale hanging in the 
State Capitol, Richmond, 
Virginia, shows some of 
the first ships to fly it. 
Approaching Jamestown 
Island on May 13, 1607 
are the Susan Constant 
(Cap! Christopher 
Newton), the Godspeed 
(Capt Bartholomew 
Gosnofd) and the 
Discovery (Capt John 
Ratcliffe) - S.Greenstreet, 
Stockbridge, Hants. 


IN YOUR September issue I 
noliced the picture of the launch 
of HMS Gnmsbv - the first since 
World War II. 

My I ale husband was on the last 
Grimsby when she was sunk in 
1941 arid I have a photograph of 
all ihe survivors, taken in Ihe 
Western Desert with just what they 
stood up in. 

My husband passed away just 
after the war and five years after 
serving on the Russian convoys. 
He was only 33, 

The RNBT have been very 
helpful to me and my children 
over ihe years and l have never 
stopped taking Nmy News. - Mrs 

P, Drinkwater. Hastings. 

Q The picture above showing 
survivors taken off HMS Grimsby 
was supplied by Mr J, McHale of 
Leeds, 


THE PHOTOGRAPH of the egg frying on the flight 
deck of HMS York (October issue) recalls a similar 
incident. 


When covering the 
withdrawal from Aden in l%7 f 
l had, on the flight deck of 
HMS Eagle, more ready-use 
armament than ever previously 
in my career. It was also hotter 
than the hobs of Hell. 

One of my comedians appeared 
on deck one day with a pal of 
butter and an egg - which he fried 
on the tail of a fused l.OOOJbbomb! 

1 was Ihe Air Ordnance 
Engineer Officer at the time, - 


M, Ay ling, Bognor Regis. 

Orinoco 

first? 

EARLY in 1939 I sailed in HMS 
Dundee 200 miles up the Orinoco 
River to Ciudad Bolivar. I think 
we were the first British warship to 
do so and I wonder if any have 
done so since? - C, T, Mum by, 
Watford, 


# HMS Eagle (foreground) with HMS Albion, Minerva, Ajax and London off Aden, November 22, 1967, 


No.533 45th year 

Editorial and Business address; Leviathan Stock, HMS 
Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants, POI 3HH 
Editor; Jim Aliaway 
Deputy Editor: Anton Hanney 
Assistant Editors: Dominic Blake and Mike Gray 
Business Manager: Anne Driver 
TELEPHONES 

Editorial: 01705-294228724163 Fax: 01705 833845 
(Mil. PNB 24163) 

Advertising: 01705 725062 
Distribution and accounts: 01705 724226 
Additional direct lines to all business departments; 
01705-826040 ( 24-hour serviceK291525 
Fax:01705-830149 


The Duke and 


a bomb! 


Eagle egg 
fried on 


Last of the 
Grimsby 
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re prison ship survivors give accounts of life in captivity 



ABOARD LISBON MARU 


HONGKG VG POWS m 

AS SHIP 





ALLEGATI 


AGAINST JAFj 


INTERPRETER AT WAR 
"" 1 AL TO-DAY 


CRIME 

. - .. 

ILL-TOE AT. 

m shams; 

• V 

T HE story of th' 
October 1 P 19*4 
dian prisoner* of y 
- War. Crimes Court 
Numori Genichiro 
the Japanese 
of cpmmitli V 
It wafraJJi 
NLmori 



DIARY 

FROM 



OF SOLDIERS 
' .AND HAPPY 
CAMPS 

’ ■ 

s sinking of the Lisbon Maru on 
t when over 84G British and Cana- 
ir lost their lives, was told at the 
it East Point this morning when | 

^civilian interpreter attached to 
Hongkong* faced eight count* i 
itiea against prisoner* of war. 
sifter tlic vessel hud been torpedoed, _ 
the POW& he battened dbwfi lh the | 

■^OIGNANT reminders of the sinking of the Japanese freighter Lisbon Maru, 
K^in which more than 840 British prisoners of war died, have been uncovered 
I by Navy News as a result of survivors’ stories featured in our October edi¬ 
tion. Among the sad mementos which have reached us are a prison-camp diary 
kept at great risk by one of the survivors of the ship, and a tattered newspaper 
cutting reporting a war crimes court martial in 1946. 

The newspaper item, from The 



newspaper 
Hong Kong Morning Post , reports 
the trial of a Japanese civilian 
interpreter, Niimori Genichiro, 
who faced eight charges of commit¬ 
ting atrocities against Hong Kong 
prisoners of war while working for 
the Japanese Army. 

It was alleged that he gave the 
order to batten down the hatches 
of the prisoners’ holds when the 
Lisbon Maru was torpedoed by the 
US submarine Grouper, 

As well as accusations 
that Genichiro had Ill-treated 
prisoners In Hong Kong 
camps - one ironically 
named Happy Valley’ - he 
was charged with ordering 
Japanese guards In the 
Lisbon Maru to fire on pris¬ 
oners breaking out of the 
hatches and on those in the 


• Ernest Plowman - thanks 
God for his freedom . 


The cutting was sent to us by Mr 
Cyril justice who, as a National 
Serviceman in the Royal Marines 
in 1945-47, guarded Japanese pris¬ 
oners of war at Stanley Prison, 
Hong Kong and encountered 
Genichiro, 

The camp diary was brought to 
us by Mr and Mrs Bill Theobald. It 
was written by Mrs Carole 
Theobald's father, the late CPO 
John (Pony) Moore, who served in 
[he Royal Navy from 1925-50. 

He was a telegraphist in Hong 
Kong when the Japanese invaded 
and was one of those who was 
herded on board the Lisbon Mam 
for transportation to Japan. 

He pencilled his diary 
secretly In the prison camp 
at Kobe which he eventually 
reached after his harrowing 
Journey, He compiled It at 
night, keeping it hidden 
from the Japanese by wrap¬ 
ping It In a waterproof bag 
and Immersing it in the 
camp cesspit 

It is not so much a diary of day- 
to-day events, but of jottings and 
verses - some romantic, others bit¬ 
ing and bitter - which provide an 
insight into the mood of many of 
the captives. 

One of the verses, which John 
Moore may have penned himself, 
catalogues the fate of the men of 
the Lisbon Maru, This extract con¬ 
veys the horror of the sinking; 


My three 
years of 
slavery 
in Japan 

A FELLOW prisoner of John 
Moore's, Ernest Plowman, 
was also a survivor of the 
Lisbon Maru. He remembers 
walking down the listing deck 
of the ship and straight into 
the sea. 

After seven hours in the water 
he was picked up by a Chinese 
fisherman in a sampan and towed 
to an island. 

He said: w We, the survivors on 
the island were eventually recap¬ 
tured by the Japanese arid taken 
to Shanghai where we spent 24 
hours standing on the dockside, 
virtually naked, having lost all our 
our kit, cold and hungry, before 
being shipped on another hell 
ship, the Shmsu Maru, to Japan to 
spend nearly three more years’ 
slavery till the end of hostilities.” 

A Royal Engineers staff 
sergeant at the time, Mr Plowman 
knows of five other survivors of 
the Lisbon Maru in the South of 
England. 

“I am now in my 90th year,” he 
said, *and I thank God for the 
many years of freedom IVe had.” 

r‘No more work! War over’- 

began slowly speaking. It was the Em^ror 
telling them the war was oven 


It a a sight PH remember to the last , 
There were mil people clinging to the 
mast. 

She settled there . her masts above the 
waves, 

Dragging the unfortunate to their 
watery graves. 

The verses dd not reserve their 
recriminations entirely for the 
Japanese. The sense of being a 
‘Forgotten Army’ rings out in these 
lines from a verse about the fall of 
Hong Kong entitled The Boys That 
Chwrhill Had Forgot, It conveys a 
disillusionment more prevalent in 
World War I songs: 

The hotel bars were doing lots of 
trade. 

The officers were there upon parade, 
They ’d planned out exery mov ement 
for this great campaign. 

But the oruy shots that they had were 
whisky or champagne. 

They said: “We'd have one more and 
then attack" 

But saw the aeroplanes and doubled 
back. 

And the only time they led m 
Was when anybody fed us. 

You poor boys that Churchill had 
forgot 

In contrast to the bitterness, 
there is also true hope and patrio¬ 
tism, As in this simple but poignant 
reflection: 

l lay on my pillow one evening 
Bemoaning my sorrow and pain 
When a gentle voice came from the 
shadows 

"Have you really cause to com¬ 
plain?" 

Then humbly l blessed my Creator, 
And the sorts of the Land of the Free, 
And / thanked the people of 
England, 

Who are fighting my battles for me. 

Alongside the hope, there’s 
humour. Among the jottings is the 
‘Latin’ motto ulegitimus non car¬ 
borundum with the translation 
■"Don’t let the bastards grind you 
down,” 

John’s conviction that some day 
he would get home is emphasised 
by his detailed calculations as to 
how much back pay and leave he 
had built up since the beginning of 
the war. 

There’s aLso a recipe for Jamaica 
Nog, and notes on how he planned 
to redecorate his home when he 
returned - how he would put up 
cupboards, shelves, Lighting and 


obtain "a small table for fireside 
use.” All this was written in small, 
neat writing and each day commit¬ 
ted to the cesspit hiding place. 

Some of his most moving entries 
arc love poems, obviously with his 
wife, Edith, in mind. And as if to 
remind himself of familiar songs, 
he lists titles and lines from popu¬ 
lar tunes of the day, headed by For 
all we know we may never meet 



• CPO John Moore-at home In 1943 . He hid his diary fn a cesspit 
white a prisoner of the Japanese. 


DURING the VJ-Day commemorations in 1995, 
John Moore, then aged 85, gave this account of 
the moment he knew the war was over: 

"I was working In the railway goods yard In 
Kobe on that day, when all of a sudden the 
Japs all went away Into the goods yard build¬ 
ing and left us alone, 

’The loudspeaker came on and a voice 


ling them the war was over. All the Nips 
began to bow like robots. Next thing we were 
told: ‘No more work! Back to camp! War over!' 
And so It was. No more slave labour for us.” 

But: Through their treatment of us PoWs, l 
know what malaria, dysentry, wet and dry beri¬ 
beri, and night blindness is all about. *. 


The dndmMvUfAt of tine Itwracr 

HMY BRITANNIA 

Willraynes was commissioned to supply the royal yacht with 
Port presentation boxes for the dccommisioning last year. The 
design was approved by The Queen. Each box has a numbered 
certificate recounting the historic voyage made via Hong Kong. 
A limited edition of these boxes, with a case of delicious 
Christmas wines is now available eo the public. 

Willraynes offers a range of high quality wines and gifts which 
include hampers, silk lined presentation boxes, baskets, crystal 
glasses, wines and Champagnes which can be personalised with 
your name and logo on the label. Our products arc superb in 
quality and originality and our clients include the Military, 

HM5 Victory, the Financial Times, Jaguar, Mercedes Benz etc. 

w e» i*t« » „ * ™ _ * For more information, 

WILLRAYNES tnc please telephone: 

Corporate A trsd* enquines wclcomo 01386 " 555528 



a 


Here at the Queen Alexandra 
Hospital Home, we have been 
providing exemplary nursing 
care (both residential and short¬ 
term) for those men of the 
Armed Forces who have 
become disabled. 

We keep costs as low as possi¬ 
ble and depend on donations 
and legacies to subsidise fees. 

So if you - or an ex-serviceman 
you may know — have become 
disabled, remember we are here 
especially for you. Talk infor¬ 
mally to our Chief Executive on 
01903 213458. or write to him 
at the address below, to learn 
more. 



'When only the best 

is good enough..' 

Queen Alexandra 
Hospital Home 

SERVING DISABLED EX-SERVICEMEN 

Room Ita Gifford Houm, FREEPOST BR716l.Wsnhlng.SuwM BN 11 4ZZ. Tel. 01903 213458 



Charity No 20872! 
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.dcord breaker is 


welcomed ashore 


THE ROYAL Navy had a small part to play in a new 
sailing record set by American yachtswoman Karen 
Thorndike. 

Karen has become the first US woman to successfully 
solo circumnavigate the world in open ocean and around the 
five Great Capes. 


By took her 
around Cape Horn (South 
America) Cape of Good 
Hope (South Africa) Cape 
Leeuwln (south of Perth) 
South East Cape 
(Tasmania) and New 
Zealand's South West 
Cape, 

The voyage began in San 
Diego In August 1996, but 
in February 199? she 
became III in severe weath- 
er 300 miles from the 
Falklands and was forced 
to radio for assistance. 


HMS Norfolk heard her 
distress call and took her on 
board for medical treatment 
while four volunteers took 
her yacht 'Amelia' to Port 
Stanley. 

Karen was soon on her 
way again and when she 
finally arrived back at her 
home port after 33,000 miles 
of sailing, she was congratu¬ 
lated on behalf of the Royal 
Navy by LI Cdr Dave Harding 
(below) who is currently on 
exchange with the US Navy 
In San Diego. 




“Constantly dealing 
with mutilated 
bodies in N. Ireland 
is enough to give 
anybody nightmares 
and depression” 


As a war correspondent I've seen, first hand, the most 
appalling injuries and mental pressures our Armed Forces 
endure, leaving thousands of them crippled for life both 
physically and mentally, 

Ray, as a young NC0 in N, Ireland is just one of them. 

The task of dealing with borrificatty mutilated bodies 
finally took its toll leaving him trapped in a world of nightmares 
and severe depression. 

Combat Stress helps care for victims like Ray with 
support in the community together with treatment and respite 
care in one of its three nursing homes. 

Unfortunately, tender loving care doesn't come cheap 
these days, it all costs money. Something Combat Stress is 
short of. Please help. A donation (no matter how 
small) can make such a difference to those who 
have given so much. ___ 

Thank, “(^c^J^ 

EX-SERVICES MEtStaTWeLFARE SOCIETY 



Please hnd enclosed my donation fof: £50 Q £20 Q £10 Q £5 Q £. 

or charge my Access/Vi&a/ChariEy card Expiry date 


Name (Block capitate pleasep 
Address ... 


.....Signature ... 

Department NN. Broadway House, The Broadway. Wimbledon SWiS lRt. 
Telephone; Oisi 543 6333. Registered Chanty No. 206002. 

0 taluetl dgfi^r to The Society *■ wilt oonodiCAHv mail you with no** of our work 



Families reunited - 
thanks to 
the Navy 


W HILE most family reunions have to wait until 
the end of a deployment, three families have 
been brought together in the line of duty. 

Brothers Martyn and Richard Dorcy. who have clocked up 38 
years service between them, ended up working in the same 
department in the same ship for the first time in (heir careers. 


CPOMEA Richard Dorey was 
drafted to HMS Somerset in 
Gibraltar, six days before his 
brother PGMEM Martyn Dorey 
left the ship after a three-year 
stint. 

Although both are marine engi¬ 
neers, their paths had never 
crossed before, even though they 
both trained at HMS Sultan and 
had drafts to Captain Fleet 
Maintenance in Plymouth, 

There was also a surprise in 
store for Li Cdr John Clink, the 
Navigating Officer of HMS 
Invincible, as I he ship conducted a 
normal day of flying operations. 


Young pilots from 899 Naval Air 
Squadron were making their first 
deck landing on the carrier, and 
one of them was U Cdr Clink's 
younger brother, Lt Adam Clink, 

John claimed to have 
been more nervous than he 
had been with any other jet 
recovery, but once Adam 
was safely on board, he 
said: "I'm very proud of my 
brother, he's a very talented 
pilot." 

Adam was also full of praise for 
his elder brother s conduct of the 
20,000 ton aircraft carrier saying: 
4< 1 trust him implicitly ." 


# BROTHERS IN ARMS: CPO MEA Richard Dorey (left) with his 
brother PQMEM Martyn Dorey were reunited on board HMS 
Somerset in Gibraltar. Picture: Cp{ Steve Lancaster RAF 


Their reunion, though, was short 
lived, Adam had only three hours 
on board before flying back to 
Yeovilton while John returned to 
his duties on the bridge. 

Another family connection 
emerged during a visit by 
Downside School Combined Cadei 
Force to the Indent submarine 
HMS Victorious, 


One of the youngsters was 
13-year-oId James Lombard, 
whose father is Cdr Dick 
Lombard, Commanding Officer 
of the submarine’s starboard 
crew. 

The cadets had a unique view 
of the boat at Faslane while she 
was high and dry on the Clyde 
Naval Base's ship lift. 




• FLYING VISIT: Lt Cdr John Clink congratulates his brother Lt Adam Clink • HELLO SON: Cdr Dids Lombard and his 13-year-old 
after his first deck landing on HMS Invincible. son James during the visit to HMS Victorious . 


Fishery spokesman gets his feet wet 


FISHERIES spokesman Andrew George MP caught a first¬ 
hand view of life with the Fisheries Protection Squadron 
during a flying visit to HMS Anglesey. 

After Joining the ship in Falmouth, the Liberal Democrat MP for 
St Ive s and Newlyn was soon on board a Newlyn trawler with 
Anglesey’s boarding team for a routine inspection. 

This unique insight allowed him to see the hazardous condi¬ 
tions of deep sea fishermen and to observe the methodical and 
highly detailed process employed by RN fishery protection offi¬ 
cers responsible for checking paperwork, fish stocks and nets. 


At the same time, the somewhat shocked trawler skipper and 
his crew were offered the chance to raise current fishing industry 
issues with their local MP! 

Mr George took part in two more boardings, one of which was a 
French stem trawler operating within the British 200-mile limit. His 
stay was punctuated with briefs and discussions with the ship's 
company on safety at sea, equipment, the organisation of the 
Fishery Protection Squadron and its patrol patterns. 

And the action-packed visit ended in style as Mr George was 
winched off the deck by a Sea King from RN air station Cuidrose 
and returned to his constituency. 



• WELCOME ABOARD: Liber at Democrat fisheries spokesman Andrew George MP (second from fight) caught a first-hand view oflife 
at sea in the Fishery Protection Squadron during a visit to HMS Anglesey. 
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People in the News 






Posthumous 
award for 
life-saving 
aircrewman 


• SUBMARINE-HUNTING helicopter squadron $20 NAS has seen three of its pitots achieve the mile¬ 
stone of 3,000 flying hours each . Lt Bruce Morrison, Lt Cdr Mark Defier and U Mark Tetley are pic¬ 
tured in RFA Fort Victoria. The squadron has been embarked in RFA Fort Victoria for two deploy¬ 
ments this year, in the Persian Guff for Operation Botton and off Scotland for JMC 982. 


Submarine hunters 
clock up 9,000 hours 


for the RFA 

CAPTAIN Peter Lannin 
has been named as the next 
Commodore of the Royal 
Beet Auxiliary. 

Capt Lannin, currently CO 
of RFA Fort Austin, will suc¬ 
ceed Commodore David 
Squire, who is retiring from 
the Service in March. 

US prize for 
RN officer 

A ROYAL Navy officer on 
US exchange is the 1997-98 
winner of the Boyle 
Somerville Memorial Prize. 

Lt Charles James Hunt won 
annual £100 prize, intended to 
encourage research into the sci¬ 
ences of meteorology and 
oceanography, for his work on 
the imnewanare capability of 
acoustic models. 

Invincible 

awards 

MEMBERS of HMS 
Invincible's ship's company 
have been presented with 
awards by her CO, 

Capt James Burnell-Nugent 
handed over 050 front the 
MOD'S "Gems 1 ideas award 
scheme to Lt Cdr Neil 
Cottingham, for the money-sav¬ 
ing advice he gave during the 
design and building of a fire¬ 
fighting training building at RN 
air station Culdrose. 

Capt Bumdl-Nugem also 
presented the "Coconut Cup" to 
the ship's chefs and stewards for 
their outstanding work during 
several high-profile events. 

These included a visit by 
Polish President Lech Walesa, a 
dinner for C-in-C Fleet VIP 
staff and college sea days and 
four days of intense activity dur¬ 
ing the International Festival of 
the Sea. 

The quarterly award, present¬ 
ed to the department or individ¬ 
ual who has contributed most to 
the performance of the ship, 
was received on their behalf by 
WSTD Rosa Jervis and CH 
Stevie Benn. 


A FORMER Navy search 
and rescue aircrewman 
who was swept away 
after rescuing ten mer¬ 
chant sailors has been 
given a posthumous 
bravery award. 

Bill Deacon gained a 
Prince Philip Helicopter 
Rescue Award from the 
Guild of Air Pilots and 
Navigators. 

He was aircrewman of a 
Bristow helicopter on con¬ 
tract to the Coastguard 
when ft was called to the 
cargo ship Green Lily 
which had been forced on 
to rocks off the Shetland 
Isles In November last 
year. 

Mr Deacon was washed 
Into the sea by giant waves 
and 70mph winds. He had 
served in the Royal Navy In 
the 1960s and 1970s. 


Fastest man 

YEOVILTON'S NA Gareth 
James won a magnum of cham- 

P agne from King George's 
und for Sailors for a fast fin¬ 
ish in the London Marathon, 
Gareth's time, three hours 13, 
was the quickest of the 28 people 
in the KGFS team and he raised 
£500 in the process. The prize was 
presented by charily director Capt 
Martin Appleton. 


Sharon is riding high 


bution to FOSNNI 


Command Staff at Faslane 


S EA CADET Terry Roots pulled a drowning 
man from the Thames - then had to fight him 
off as he attempted to take over his boat. 

LC Terry Roots, coxswain of Wandsworth Unit's 7.5m 
Ceverton, was working north of Wandsworth Bridge when work¬ 
men on the shore signalled that someone was in the river. 


Terry managed to pull him 
out - but was punched and 
kicked when he refused to let 
the disturbed man drive the 
boat. 

Terry (17J mindful that he had a 
number of juniors on board, tried 
to bluff the man, saying they had 
run aground when picking him up 
and damaged the propeller. He 
switched the engine off, gave the 
keys to one of the junior cadets 
and ordered the rest of the crew to 
put out the anchor. 

As the man calmed down a bit, 
Terry managed to pass a message 
to his unit by mobile phone that 
they were aground and required an 
ambulance and assistance. 

“I wondered why he required 
assistance if he was only aground, 
because all he had to do was wait 
on the rising tide and he would 
float off," Lt Don Holland told 
Navy News. 

“So 1 rang him back and asked 
where he wanted the ambulance to 
go once he was under way again 
and the cadet who answered said 


they still needed the ambulance at 
the Wandsworth refuse site. 

“I was now getting a little suspi¬ 
cious so 1 sent one of the ASCs to 
pass a message to the First 
Lieutenant, who was afloat in the 
unit's Champ, to proceed down 
river to the Ceverton as they 
seemed to have some problem or 
other. 

"On arriving at the 
Ceverton the Chief asked 
what the problem was and 
Terry said he thought It 
would be a very good idea If 
they were to transfer all the 
cadets into the Champ. 

“The Chief asked why - but 
Ierry just repeated he thought it 
would be a good idea and then the 
Chief caught on, 

“Having ordered the ambulance 
1 drove down to Putney Pier where 
1 found ihc First Lieutenant and 
Terry trying to persuade this man 
to move up the pier. 

"He was becoming more aggra¬ 
vated so I instructed Terry to take 
both the boats and move away 


• LC Terry Roots , from Morden, receives his commendation from 
Rear Admiral Jonathan Band, Assistant Chief of Naval Staff. 


from the pier so the man couldn't 
get back into one of them and so 
that the cadets wouldn't be around 
if he managed to throw himself 
back into the river," 

Eventually the ambulance 
arrived and the police were called, 
the man being detained under the 
Mental Health Act and taken to a 
secure hospital. 


Terry's rescue of the disturbed 
man and ihe protection he gave his 
young crew has earned him a 
Commendaiion signed by the 
Chairman of the Sea Cadet 
Association, 

And to recognise its importance, 
the certificate was presented by the 
Assistant Chief of Naval Staff, 
Rear Admiral Jonathan Band. 


AN OUTSTANDING contrt- 


earned LWWTR Sharon 
Brown a Herbert Lott Award. 

During her 30-month draft, 
LWWTR Brown constantly 
undertook fresh challenges in 
her work and brought great 
credit to the Service In compe¬ 
tition show jumping with her 
horse, Prima Donna. 

The award for efficiency was 

P resented by Flag Officer 
Gotland, Northern England 
and Northern Ireland, Rear 
Admiral Alexander Gregory. 


Arming ton Homes gives you 
PEACE OF MIND 
when you buy your new home! 


Attnington Homes offers a wide range of refurbished two, three, four and 
five hedrootn properties in England and Wates, built when homes had 
more space . . . inside and out. 

We offer former and serving members of the forces, preview information and 

special military discounts. 

For further information and to register your interest, please telephone 

0171 940 2318 
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Helping. Hands 


Anoraks ahoy! 

ROYAL Navy staff at Abbey Wood raised 
more than £250 tor the Cancer and 
Leukaemia in Childhood trust in a 
Pullman Pump trolley fancy dress race 
near Taunton. 

The team went as the Trains potters, 
much to the amusement of the genuine 
railway enthusiasts present. 

"Being experienced senior rates we 
just raided our own wardrobes," said 
CPO Taff O'Donoghue, who with his fel¬ 
low spotters works at the Command 
Systems area of DSWE. 

Pictured with a local enthusiast before 
the two-mile return trip are CPO 
O'Donoghue (back left), CPO George 
Mennim (back right), CPO Matt Waterfall 
(front left) and PO Paddy McGalL 

A team of civilians from the Ships 
Support Agency also took part. 


MEMBERS of HMS Victor¬ 
ious have helped charities in the 
s u bma rine’s affi I ia t ed town, 
Burton-on-Trent. 

Cdr Dids Lombard, Com¬ 
manding Officer (Stbd), pre¬ 
sented a cheque for £250 to the 
Queen's Hospital MRI Scanner 
Appeal, while a cheque was also 
presented to the Crown School. 

□ □ □ 

FOOTBALL gifts from dubs 
including Chelsea and Arsenal 
have helped a disabled boy. 

CPO Tony Matthews, of 
London RNR unit HMS Pres¬ 
ident, held an auction which 
raised £450, allowing the 
Gabbitas family, from Kent, to 
complete fund-raising for a 
vehicle equipped with a wheel¬ 
chair lift to help Daniel (5), 
who was bom handicapped. 

□ □ □ 

GOLFERS and runners from 
HMS Illustrious helped raise 
the profile of the ship's affil¬ 
iation with the Federation of 
Cinque Ports while raising 
nearly £2,000 for charity. 

The golfers played six 
courses in three days, while 
runners went from Ports¬ 
mouth to Sandwich, through 
the Cinque Port towns. 

□ □ □ 

MEMBERS of 848 Naval Air 
Squadron at Yeovilton have 
presented a cheque for £250 to 
the Yeovil Opportunity Group 
- money from organisers of the 
Dartmouth Regatta after the 
squadron's participation. 

□ □ □ 

A COFFEE morning at HMS 
Collingwood raised nearly £300 
for the Macmillan Nurses 
Cancer Appeal. Cakes and bis¬ 
cuits were provided by the 
Collingwood Wives Club/ 

□ J □ 

A HORSE racing evening 
and a combination mara¬ 
thon by members of HMS 
Sultan raised £9,500 for 

meningitis victim Kimberley 
O'Connor, who lost both her 
legs after contracting men¬ 
ingococcal septicaemia, 

□ □ □ 

A RAFFLE held on HMS 
Beaver while the Type 22 
frigate was open to visitors at 
Liverpool raised £400 for the 
Premature Baby Unit at the 
Royal Bolton Hospital. 

CCY Eddie Holbein and 
CRS Jan Langley got auto¬ 
graphed shirts and footballs 
from Merseyside dubs and 
Bolton Wanderers, aided by cx- 
Beaverite Rob Gower, who 
runs a Peugeot car dealership, 

□ □ □ 

A CLAY pigeon shoot for the 
RN Benevolent Trust raised a 
record £20333 to help refur¬ 
bish Pembroke House, a resi¬ 
dential home at Chatham for 
former sailors and marines, 
said organiser Capt John Wills, 

Next year's shbot will be 
held on Friday, May 21, 


• Volunteers and children 
from CHICKS - Camping 
Holidays for Inner City 
Kids - board RFA 
Orangeieaf at Devon port. 
They also took a boat tour 
and received souvenirs at 
the base museum. 


SEVEN Fort Blockhouse swim¬ 
mers notched up more than ten 
miles between them in a sponsored 
fund-raiser for asthma research. 

The furthest distance was just 
over 3.5 miles, by Mark Burton, 
while the 2.1 miles swum by Stuart 
Millar yielded £178.50. 

The other five were Joseph 
Todd, Natalie Girdler, Nicola 
Corkish, Katrina Karmody and 
Andrew^ Ungar. 


The team raised nearly £500 
between them. 

The tenth anniversary Great 
British Swim is an attempt to get 
articipants to log 6,629 miles 
etween them - the distance 
around the UK coastline, 

Last year's event raised 
£216,000, and in ail the first nine 
years has produced more than £1 
million for research into the causes 
and treatment of the condition. 


mighty challenge 


CYCLING the length of 
Britain, canoeing across 
Scotland then climbing 
three peaks in a day - a 
team of Royal Marines 
chose the hard way to sup¬ 
port charity. 

The participants from 847 
Naval Air Squadron at 
Yeovilton got an early taste of 
the discomforts ahead on 
Exercise Caledonian Deliver¬ 
ance when they were up at 
0730 on a wet, windy Sunday to 


Frigate aids 
slum children 


HMS SUTHERLAND 
called in to Rio de Janeiro 
on her route south in order 
to make a difference at a 
children's refuge. 

As well as attending a 
Defence Industry Day, the 
Type 23 frigate provided 
specialists under the 
'Make a Difference Day 1 
scheme to undertake tasks 
from furniture refurbish¬ 
ment to wiring a new 
extension. 

Sutherland's efforts 
were building on earlier 


work by HMS Edinburgh, 
the previous Falkland 
Islands Guards hip. 

Through their interest, 
the profile of the Casa 
Jimmy's shelter has been 
raised throughout Rio. 

Casa Jimmy's, a charity 
registered in Britain, runs 
the refuge in an effort to 
reduce the problem of 
child prostitution and drug 
abuse in the slums, and to 
ensure children have a safe 
environment to return to 
in the evenings. 


Tankards £12.99 
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Many now in stock 
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start from Land's End. 

The cycling was completed in 
two groups, with each team 
leapfrogging the other by minibus 
to a halfway point, at which point 
they would take over - each team 
to cover between 75 and 90 miles. 

Overnight stops at Norton 
Manor Camp, Taunton, RAF 
Stafford, Warcop Camp north of 
Lancaster; Glasgow and Inverness 
proved welcome breaks. 

Arrival at John o’Groats 
- after a day of foul weath¬ 
er - was only a temporary 
respite, as the following 
day another early start 
saw the plucky fund-rais¬ 
ers drive back to Fort 
William, climb in their 
canoes, and start to pad¬ 
dle north-west along the 
Caledonian Canal. 

Good conditions meant the 
Royals got ahead of schedule, 
although the second day saw them 
struggling on a choppy Loch Ness 
in strong winds before getting their 
heads down for another early call. 

The final phase started at 0530 
the following morning with a drive 
to Ben Nevis, which despite being 
familiar yomping fodder for the 
Royals still proved a painful four 
hours after the exertions of the 


previous eight days. 

Back in the minibuses and the 
team headed for Scacfell in 
England; by now more than two 
hours behind scedulc the climbers 
tackled the peak in the dark, and 
after a brief burger/wets/curry 
stop, the buses were off to Wales, 
which produced the wettest and 
windiest weather of the expedition. 

“The climb was quiet apart from 
the sound of the rain seeping 
through your Gore-Tex and the 
wind howling about the hill." said 
Sgt Spot Watson RM. 

Nursing sore knees, the team 
completed their toils, and as a 
result Children in Need and the 
King George's Fund for Sailors 
were £5,000 better off. Support was 
lent by Yeovil Cycle Centre, the 
Carphone Warehouse and Tcsco. 

They have also thrown down the 
gauntlet - has anyone else 
attempted such an execisc? 

Participants were: Capt Gareth 
Green, Ll Jase Atherton. Lf Lenny 
Brown (organiser), Ll A1 Dinmore, 
Lt Jase Franks, Ll Phil 
Hutchinson, Lt Dave West ley RN, 
WO l Jack Frost, WOl Barney 
Barnwell, C/Sgt Flo Flower. C/Sgt 
Andy Usher, Sgt Harry Robbins, 
Sgt Spot Watson, CpI Al Stevens, 
Mne Scotty Burn and Mne Kev 
Swaioson. 




Marines take on 


Frank efforts help the blhid 


A FORMER Navy diver who 
raises funds to help train guide 
dogs for the blind has made an 
appeal for stamps. 

Drew Johansson, of Belfast, 
was a Royal Marine until an 
accident in the mid-1970s 
which left him In a coma and 
confined to a wheelchair. 

He was also left blind in one 
eye and with tunnel vision In 
the other, so he took on the 
role of collecting used postage 
stamps which he sells to raise 
funds for (he Guide Dogs for 
the Blind Association. 

Any stamps, including for¬ 
eign ones, can be sent, free of 
charge, by marking the enve¬ 


lope Freepost Guide Dogs for 
the Blind [ and posting It to 
Drew at 24, Springbank Drive, 
Poleglass, Belfast BT17 0QN. 

Pickle pickings 

A PICKLE Night dinner at RAF 
Waddingon, Lincoln, helped swell 
the coffers of a Sea Cadet unit. 

Members of the RN Element 
Air Warfare Centre, presided over 
by WO Doug Branson, were 
joined by members of the RM. 
RAF. RAAF. Royal Signals. 
Intelligence Corps and REME, 
and £140 was handed to TS 
Wrangler, members of which had 
put on a display of Naval piping. 
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• Lord Mayor ot Manchester Cftr Gordon Conquest hands over 
the Freedom Scroti to HMS Manchester's Commanding Officer 
Cdr Alistair Halliday. 


T HERE was a big 
turnout to watch HMS 
Man-chester receive 
the Freedom of her name¬ 
sake city from the Lord 
Mayor, Cllr Gordon 
Conquest. 

The beautifully illuminated 
Freedom Scroll was handed 
over to the Type 42 destroyer's 
CO, Cdr Alistair Halliday, at a 
ceremony also attended by her 
affiliated King's Regiment, 
The ship's company then 
exercised their right to march 
through the city with "bayonets 
fixed, band playing and flags 
waving", finally moving on to a 
civic reception. 

During the following days 
HMS Manchester took every 
opportunity to further cement 
her close links with the city, 
providing tours and receptions 
with numerous affiliated organ¬ 
isations including the 
Manchester Naval Officers 
Association and the WRNS 
Association. 

Laid on for the visitors were 
the traditional visits to 
Coronation Street. Manchester 
United and soccer and rugby 
fixtures against local sides. 
Many of their hosts enjoyed a 
day at sea with the ship before 
she departed for exercises in 
the Clyde areas. 


and a lacy welcome 
for Nottingham 


Fine scrollwork 
for Manchester 
guardians - 




T EN members of HMS 
Nottingham's ship's 
company cycled up to 
Nottingham from 

Portsmouth to raise £1,200 
for the city's New Appeals 
Organisation. 

Their efforts - and those ol 
the rest of their shipmates who 
have collected a total of 26,000 
over the past year - were 
praised by the Lord Mayor Cllr 
Joyce Donn as the Type 42 
destroyer exercised her right to 
the Freedom of the City. 

After docking at Hull - the 
nearest port with suitable deep 
water berthing facilities - her 
people paraded outside 
Nottingham Castle (not the one 
of Robin Hood's time, that was 
destroyed by Oliver Cromwell), 
then marched down through 
the busy streets to the Old 
Market Square. 

They were led by the Royal 
Marines Band of Scotland and 
the parade ended with a spec¬ 
tacular flypast by the ship's 
Lynx helicopter. 

This was HMS Nottingham's 
first visit to the area for IB 
months. The many strong ties 
the ship has with local organi¬ 
sations were reaffirmed - the 
first being with the local 
Mansfield and Castle Rock 
breweries. A Notts County foot¬ 
ball match against local rivals 
Lincoln City was a popular item 
as were trips to the Arnold 
British Legion, the Nottingham 
RNA and a soccer match 
againsl the 3rd Battalion 
Worcestershire Sherwood 


• Above and inset : Swathed in the famous focal lace, Lord 
Mayor of Nottingham Joyce Donn inspects HMS Nottingham's 
shtp’s company exercising the Freedom of the City . 


Foresters. The ship's team now 
remains unbeaten in nine 
games ... 

There was strong local 
media interest in the visit. For 
the passage from Portsmouth 
to Hull the ship played host to 
BBC TV's East Midlands Today 
programme which provided 
two prime time items on life in 
today's Navy There were inter¬ 


views on Radio Humberside 
and Nottingham, while the ship 
provided an ideal backdrop for 
an Armed Forces Careers 
Office Forum. 

HMS Nottingham is currently 
on deployment in the 
Mediterranean and will take 
part in two NATO exercises 
before returning home just 
before Christmas. 



MMS Manchester spent the 
first half of this year as part of 
NATO's Rapid Reaction Force, 
the Standing Naval Force 
Atlantic, taking part in three 
major exercises in Norway, 


coming months - and with 
Manchester selected to host 
the 2002 Commonwealth 
Games is looking forward to 
flying the newly designed 
Games Flag' 1 as she contin- 


well as many other operations 
with her NATO allies. She visit¬ 
ed a total of 14 ports in nine 
countries. 


The ship is hoping to eontirv 


• " With bayonets fixed, band playing and flags waving ’ - HMS Manchester exercises her Freedom 
for the first time in the streets of her namesake city. 
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watch in the world to read 
in low light conditions... 
eVen in total darkness. 
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* Water resistant to 200m I 

* Manufactured in Switzerland. 
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egant collection of brooches has been 
Vftfly designed for Navy News by 
Sceptrefhvels of London. Each piece cartying 
a British hallmark. Either as a birthday or for 
an anniversary these elegant brooches will 
compliment that special occasion. 

1 V 



This beautiful croum brooch will 
make the perfect gift for that 
extra special lady. 

The lSet plain gold crown is set 
with delicate rubies, emeralds and 
sapphires. The 9ct plain gold 
crown has been enhanced with an 
enamelled jewel effect . The crown 
is also available in plain sterling 
silver 

18ct gold £285.00 each 

9ct gold £199*00 each 

Sterling Silver £74*99 each 




} - 


Demand far the sculptured model 
of the famous Dickens cat - 
Simon of Ametlyyst, has been so 
enormous that Navy News is 
pleased to offer this exceptionally 
special brooch. 

This charming brooch can be 
purchased in 9ct plain gold or 
plain sterling silver. The eyes and 
collar are finely enamelled* 
making this a delightful present 
far that special person in your life 



$ 


I 


- 


9ct gold £309*00 each 

Sterling Silver £109*00 each 



Here is a small range of some of our other items of available jewellery* 
Please contact Navy News Offices for further details* 

Prices include our special registered delivery service 


Please send your remittance to: 


THE BUSINESS MANAGER, NAVY NEWS, 

HMS NELSON, QUEEN STREET, PORTSMOUTH 

POl 3HH 

All prices include UK P+P* Available to readers outside the U*K* 
Please write/phone for postage costs and payment details . For payment 
by credit card/switch, please see coupon on page 4* 




NB Illustrations arc not Please allow 28 days for delivery 

actual size 


© CROWN COPYRIGHT-MOD 
Hfprodurtd wnh in* p*rmlMisr> 
Ol IIM C&ilrolbr Of HUSO 



Family. Matters 




rre-scnooi 
gets its 
hard work 
rewarded 


£8m deal 


to house 


families 


AN £8-MILLION housing deal for 88 Naval families 
has been agreed between the Ministry of Defence 
and a private housing association. 


In the first arrangement of 
its kind. Western Challenge 
Housing Association has 
signed a Private Finance 
Initiative agreement with the 
Defence Housing Executive to 
provide married quarters to 
cater for extra Navy personnel 
based at RN air station 
Yeovilton, 

The deal's flexibility gives MOD 
the option to withdraw from the 
contract - without penalty - at 
□re-determined dates if it no 
longer needs the accommodation. 

The project will provide fully- 
maintained homes for officers and 


ratings over 30 years. It will meet 
the needs for extra accommodation 
as a result of the transfer to 
Yeovilton of helicopter units after 
the Portland air station HMS 
Osprey is dosed in the spring. 

The housing will be available in 
about a year's time. 

A formal ceremony to mark the 
award of the contract has been 
held at the Fleet Air Arm Museum 
at Yeovilton. It was attended by 
representatives of the DHE, 
Christchurch-based Western 
Challenge, building contractor 
EBC Construction "and building 
consultants Denley King 
Partnership, 


THEY had it taped at the 
new Crownhill pre-school 
for Naval families when the 
official opening was per¬ 
formed by Rear Admiral 
Peter Dunt, Chief of Staff to 
the Second Sea Lord. 

The £75,000 purpose-built 
school was delayed by discov¬ 
ery on the site of a 16th centu¬ 
ry water channel that had to be 
investigated by atchaeolo- 

E ists. But now the modular 
uitding, which replaces an old 
wooden structure demolished 
last year, is in full use and 
catering for 24 children. 

Also at the opening ceremo¬ 
ny was Col Richard Preston of 
King George's Fund for Sailors 
which contributed £45,000 
towards the cost. Other fund* 
ing came from the RN 
Community Organisations as 
well as HM ships Beaver, 
Cornwall, Montrose, Illust¬ 
rious, Drake and Britannia 
Royal Naval College Dart¬ 
mouth. 

After the ceremony two of 
the pupils - Nicole Patton (3) 
and Jack Marsh (4) - present¬ 
ed a photograph of the chil¬ 
dren to the Admiral, and a posy 
to Mrs Lesley Dunt. 

Pre-school supervisor 
Mandy Clark said; "It s been a 
hectic term so far, moving into 
a new building and getting 
everything up and running, but 
it's been well worth it. All the 
staff have worked very hard 
and we would like to thank 
everyone involved with the 
project, and their commitment 
to replace the building in 
record time." i 
The Crownhill school, which 
has facilities for disabled chil¬ 
dren, is one of eight RN pre¬ 
schools in the Plymouth area. 
It received an excellent report 
after an OFSTED inspection. 

Parents can get more infor¬ 
mation about the pre-school 
by visiting ft any weekday 
morning or calling Mandy on 
01752 769606. 

Forces mortgage 
service offer 

A DEDICATED mortgage service 
for people serving in the Armed 
Forces is being offered by 
Woolwich Direct. 



Naval 



SECOND Sea Lord, Admiral Sir John Brigstocke, meets Heads of 
School Joanne Chatterton and Neil Whittaker, on parade for the 
Admiral's visit to the Royal Hospital 5chool, Holbrook. 

After arriving by helicopter, Admiral Brigstocke inspected 
Holbrook's impressive Guard and marching band before touring 
the 200-acre coeducational boarding school. He met many pupils 
whose fathers serve in the Navy. 

Headmaster Nicholas Ward said: "While the school admits chil¬ 
dren from all backgrounds, it values its long connection with the 
maritime heritage of this country and continues to offer signifi¬ 
cant bursaries to the children and grandchildren of seafarers." 


The build mg society says it is 
the first lender to provide a dedi¬ 
cated facility for Service people, it 
includes the option to buy a prop¬ 
erty to rent out if the owner is 
serving overseas, a penalty-free 
part redemption facility for those 
retiring from the Forces, and a 
dedicated phone service on 0S45 
607 1293 or, if calling from over¬ 
seas, 0181 338 6068. 
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Islackpool pocks to local boy David 


USING his aircraft's 
own reconnaissance 
camera, Lt Philip 
Mould took this pic¬ 
ture of a pair of Sea 
Harriers from 800 
Naval Air Squadron 
rattling a few windows 
over central Blackpool 
on their way from HMS 
Invincible to an opera¬ 
tional training mission 
in Northern England 
(see page 18). 

The formation was 
led by Lt David 
Lindsay - a local to 
the Blackpool area 
who attended 
Fleetwood Mesketh 
High School and 
Salford University 
before joining the 
Fleet Air Arm in 1990. 

He has since flown a 
number of operational 
missions in the former 
republic of Yugoslavia 
and in Iraq. Last year, 
again flying from HMS 
Invincible, he was the 
first RN pilot to fire an 
operational warshot of 
the highly capable 
AMRAAM air to air 
missile. 

The oldest Naval air 
squadron, formed in 
1933, 800 NAS was the 
first to fly jet aircraft - 
the Supermarine 
Attacker - and the first 
high altitude intercep¬ 
tor squadron. 
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I m glad I signed up. 


Call them and really bring things home. 


BT f’ It’s good to talk 


Kit me out with £2 worth of free calls. Surname _ __ First names 

Contact address _____- 

Postcode ____. . —.— Billing telephone no. _ , _ _ __ Signature 

1 understand Lhal every BT Chargecard call will be billed to my regular BT telephone account. 

Please complete all your details and send this form to; BT Charge card. Armed Fortes Applications, Royal House, lOO Wood Street. Liverpool LJ 4DH. Great Britain , 




You’ve joined the best, now get the best - 
the BT Chargecard, 


You can use it from almost any fixed line phone 
worldwide, and because calls are charged to 
your home phone bill, there's no searching for 
foreign coins* You can even save up to 35% 
with Friends & Family, Premierline and your 
nominated Best Friend number. 


So call now for more information and your free 
BT Chargecard. Or if you’re overseas, just 
complete and return the voucher below. 


Enlist before 31st December ’98 and 
you’ll even get up to £2 worth of calls free. 


Freefone 0800 783 8210 

www.chargecard.bt.com 


* Some non-UK payphones may need a coin, but it’s usually refunded 





























'i M AYS. DI ( I MB1IR 1998 



Hull artist puts Naval dentistry in the picture 


INSPIRED by Hull artist 
Harry Barnett’s splendid 
drawing of the dentist at 
work on board HMS 
Powerful at Simons- 
town, South Africa on 
the eve of the Boer War, 
Navy News asked the 
Staff Dental Officer 
(Personnel) Surg Cdr (D) 
Robert Stevenson to put 
a century of oral tradi¬ 
tion into perspective: 


O ne hundred years 
ago most dentistry 
in l lie Navy con¬ 
sisted of nothing 
more than extrac¬ 
tions lor the relief of pain. 
Teeth were drawn by the ship’s 
surgeon - as in the picture of 
HMS Powe rfu I - because i li e 
Navy had no specialised dental 
surgeons. In fact, most extrac¬ 
tions were performed without 
his knowledge by Sick Berth 
Attendants who had no train¬ 
ing, either. 

Acute suffering from den la 1 
problems was quite common 
among Navy personnel - and 
exiruction was virtually the only 
treatment. 

In 188b Staff Surgeon 
Christopher Harvey presented u 
paper, "Blue Jackets' Teeth" 
detailing their appalling stale and 
I he desperate need for profession¬ 
al dentists to the Medical Director 
General, 

The anaesthetic properties of 
Ni e rous Oxide - “J .aughmg Gas" — 
Chloroform and tit her had been 
known since the IS40s - but in the 
1890s the Navy was still relying 
mainly on rum! 

ti wasn't until 1892 that Staff 
Surgeon Herbert Canton was 
appointed to Royal Hospital 
liaslar to teach some dentistry to 
the surgeons and to perform all 
dental operations required there 
and on board HMS St Vincent. In 
1905 three dental surgeons were ai 
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• Denial surgery on board the cruiser HMS Powerful at Simonstown, Cape Town, South Africa in 1898. as portrayed by Hull artist Harry Barnett. In 1912 the ship formed 
part of a boys training establishment at Devon port - with two civilian dentists- 


GREAT VALUE 

BOOKS 


°* Nitty 

WMewh 



l* »n 


A TRIBUTE 
TO ONE OF 
BRITAIN'S 
LAST 

WOODEN 
WALLS 
AND A 
CELEBRATION 
OF THE TON 
CLASS 


4 


"This little honk has jogged a few happy 
memories for me , / hope it will give a clue to the 
post fife of a great tittle ship and her people, and 
be treasured ci.% a tribute to the remarkably 
successful Tan Class and all who sailed in the 
last of the Royal Navy's wooden waited ships” 

- If RH The Prince of Wales 

Size approx: 11% x 6% 

Sutoce mow o&tood please odd S0p| 


£5.95 

Inc) UK P8P 



The Editor of 

Navy jVewjgg 

Jim A! la way 
takes you 
through forty 
y curs of naval 
history.. 


Price 

£11.45 

UK inc p&p 

+ £j for surface 
mail abroad 


WHITE ENSIGN - RED DRAGON 

The History of the Royal Navy in Bong Kang JS4/ 1997 


A concise history 
A of Hong Kong, with 
4 personal accounts of 
sailors’ experiences 



A marvellous 
photographic 
record containing 
many unpublished 
images 




Sold in aid of the 
LEP Trust , 
established to support 
Hong Kong Chinese 
servicemen 
after the Hand-over 


£19.95+ £3,50 p&p UK 

£430 surface mail. Air mail details available on request 


ALL ORDERS TO: Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, POl 3HH \ 

_ Cheque* lo juttimpany cutters matte payable HO Navy News, For suiter* swiivitte UK, payment can be matte h> 0 ^|ite 71 nkTiuat>nii 3 Money 
Otter urn £ Steflcnp and draun on UK hunk. Or for payment by cretin coniAwilrii (UK or abrntaU please use the couptui oil page 4 . 

Please allow 28 days for delivery. 


last appointed to serv e I he Royal 
Navy. 

HMS Powerful actually came 
back into the picture a few years 
later. In 1913 sne came out of refit 
as a training ship for new entry rat¬ 
ings, Together with f-JMS 
Andromeda, she was anchored in 
St Johns Lake overlooked by w hat 
is now the site of t IMS Raleigh, 
Two civilian dental surgeons - Mr 
David Paterson and Mr G. 
Cottercll - looked alter all the new 
recruits' dental care. 

On January 22. 1920 the 

Admiralty finally took the step of 


establishing by Order in Council 
the Royal Naval Dental Service 
(RNDS), just one year ahead of the 
Royal Army Dental Corps- 
The RNDS has come a long way 
since then and is now an integral 
part of the Defence Dental Agency, 
formed in 19% from the dental 
branches of the ihree Services, 
Today the PDA, with headquar¬ 
ters at RAFHalton, Aylesbury, is 
responsible for the provision of 
high quality denial care for all enti¬ 
tled personnel. Alt dental person¬ 
nel keep at ihe forefront or tech¬ 
nology hv undergoing higher train¬ 


ing at the Agency training centres 
at RAF Hal ion and Aldershot, and 
also postgraduate training at recog¬ 
nised civilian establishments. 

Rum is no longer provided „, 

□ Last monlh the Dental 
Centre at HMS Nelson received 
a highly unusual case for treat¬ 
ment - the mounted head of a 
tiger from Ihe Trophy Store, suf¬ 
fering from damaged canines ... 
The liger had been shot by ( apt 
Dudley North in the Central 
Provinces of India in 1921. 



• 100 years on: Surg Cdr (D) Mike Gall and LMA Don Veal perform state-of-the-art dentistry in the 
carrier HMS Illustrious. 
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Options 


Y PERSONNEL WIN OPERATIONAL AWARDS 





Illustrious 
chief gets 
AFC for 
lifesaving 
courage 


• CPO Saunders - ‘ exception¬ 
ally courageous " 


Smiter’s Belfast mission > 


A SEA HARRIER pilot 
has been awarded the 
Queen's Commendation 
tor Bravery in the Air for 
saving his aircraft after 
its canopy shattered at 
40,000ft. 

Last January, Ll Martin 
(Jack) London was serving 
with BOO Nava) Air Squadron 
embarked in HMS Invincible, 
While flying at high altitude 
over the Gulf of Aden, his 
canopy suddenly disintegrated 
with an explosion, filling his 
cockpit with swirling shards of 
perspex. 

One piece ricocheted off his 
helmet and embedded itself into 
his seat an inch from his head. 

Despite rapid decompression 
and a cloud of debris, Lt London 
showed superb flying skills in the 
face of danger and extreme cir- 
e u msi ances. H c q utc kly recove red 
his composure, sent a mayday 
message and dropped to the safer 
height of 3,000ft m only 30 sec¬ 
onds, suffering windhurn to his 
eyes during the rapid descent. 

Once he had the Harrier under 
control, he radioed Invincible with 
the message - "'Cabriolet Harrier 
inbound/' 

Confident that he could get his 
aircraft back, he described Fiis 20- 
minute return flight “like driving 
an open-top sports car at 300 
mph". He did not allow the deaf 
ening noise of the Harrier's 
Pegasus engines to disrupt a safe 
landing on board. Only after¬ 
wards did he learn the extent of 
his luck after it was found that his 
engines had been damaged by 
pieces of wreckage. 


• it Jack London {above and inset) scrambles from his Sea Harrier on board HMS in vincible after 
his cockpit canopy shattered at 40,000ft, He is now with the Flying Standards Flight at Yeovitton. 


Healing presence 
in ravages of war 1 


A SAILOR from HMS Cornwall 


who made “a unique and selfless 
contribution’ 1 to the British 
humanitarian aid effort in Sierra 
Leone earlier this year has been 
made a MBE, 

LSA Francis Mohammed 
repeatedly volunteered to deliver 
desperately needed help into 
chaotic and dangerous situations. 

His citation states that "he 
worked with calming assurance in 
a physically threatening and total¬ 
ly alien environment, dominating 
each delivery point with his 
Immense compassion and res¬ 
olute determination * *, 

"His actions and example, 
working far beyond the call of 
duty, were a credit to the Royal 
Navy, brought honour to his coun¬ 
try and hope to a broken people." 

Francis also figured In the 
Diversity Awards (page 29). 


• LSA Mohammed - he is 
now working at the 
RM Commando Training 
Centre , Lympstone. 


MBE for Gulf 
squadron CO 

THE COMMANDING Officer 
of SG0 Squadron, Lt Cdr 
Dave Baddams has been 
made a MBE tor his leader¬ 
ship of the squadron in 
HMS Invincible during Gull 
operations in the Iraq crisis 
earlier this year. 


pilot honoured 


Canopy drama 


A HELICOPTER diver who 
ignored his own safety In 30ft 
waves to save a family from a 
stricken yacht has been award¬ 
ed the Air Force Cross. 

CPOACMN Diver Robert 
Saunders was serving in 820 Naval 
Air Squadron embarked in HMS 
Illustrious in August last year 
when his helicopter was called to 
help a yacht in distress in the Bay 
of Biscay. 

In appalling conditions CPO 
Saunders managed to board the 
yacht after four attempts, during 
which he took several knocks. 
Over the next two hours he calmly 
reassured the crew, a family of 
three, before rescuing the mother 
and six-year-old child, both in 
need of medical care. 

Conditions were rapidly getting 
worse, the transfer line had parted 
and the helicopter was low on fuel, 
so he made tne bold decision to 
jump into the sea with the skipper, 
to be rescued from the water. 

The citation reads - “His con¬ 
duct during this protracted rescue 
in marginal conditions over two 
arduous hours was professionally 
faultless, calmly rational, ancJ 
exceptionally courageous: without 
his disregard for his own safety 
and exceptional fortitude, the res¬ 
cue would not have succeeded.” 

Chief Saunders is now r serving 
with the RN Right Safety and 
Accident Investigation Centre at 
RN air station Yeovilton. 



THESE members of Laganside Cross- 
Community project spent a day at sea in HMS 
Smiter during what is believed to be the first 
visit by a vessel of the class to Belfast, 
Altogether, 20 children and adults of the 
Laganside, interdenominational project were 
shown basic seamanship skills 
During her three-day stay In Northern 


Ireland, Smiter, of Glasgow and Strathclyde 
Universities RN Unit, also welcomed on board 
members of Campbell College Combined 
Cadet Force (RN), members of the Royal 
Naval Association's No. 12 (Ireland) Area, 
members of Belfast Maritime Volunteer 
Service, and the 78th Belfast Beavers and 
Cubs pack. 




Would you like a Naval Penfriend? 

A ten word advertisement 
fn this column costs from as tittle as £10 . 

Due to great demand m win now accept advertisements of up to 15 
words to the penfriend section. Each additional word costs £1. 

HOWTO ADVERTISE: Simply write your message l MAX 15 WORDS) 
enclose cheque/PO for £10 (or more depending on the number of 
words) and send to: "Penfriends’, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth 
POI 3HH, Replies to your box number will be forwarded on dally, 
(Payment by credit card/switch please use coupon on page 4 } 

HOW TO REPLY: Any person who writes to an advertiser must use a 
stamped envelope bearing the advertisers box number clearly to the 
bottom left hand comer. The letter should then be enclosed In a 
second envelope and addressed as above. We cannot guarantee that 
unstamped letters will be redirected. 


&€- 

Yes, I would like a 

Naval Penfriend 

WRITE MESSAGE HERE (MAX 11 WORDS! 


And enclose your cheque or PO, or use the 
Credit Card coupon on Page 4 


Name.... 

Address 


Tel: 


JOAN 43, VGSOH. varied 
interests, seeks VGSOH gem for 
friendship, BOX DEC 1 

PRETTY BRUNETTE 30, 

feminine. GSOH. seeks 
s a i lor/mari ne penpa I s 25-45, 

BOX DEC 2 

PENFRIENDS who sail the seas, 
pick up a pen, write lo me. Lady 40'$ 
bubbly, GSOH. BOX DEC 3 

FEMALE 122) - seeking sailor 
25-32, for friendship possible 
romance, who enjoys life to the full. 

BOX DEC 4 

MALE 39, tail and single, GSOH 
seeks female similar age. ALA. 

BOX DEC 5 

TORBAY LADY 40. likes keeping 
fit. socialising, seeks penpal 30+, 

BOX DEC 6 

SWEDISH AMERICAN military 
nurse, seeks Royal Marines/sailors 
for correspondence. BOX DEC 7 

SARAH, THIRTYSOMETHING, 
seeks penpals for Idlers and 
friendship, BOX DEC 8 

PAM MI, BUBBLY BLONDE 27 

undergrad. Needs penfriend like 
you! BOX DEC 9 

XMAS STOCKINGED decorative 
dame 5' 5". likes sports seeks 
Royal/Jack. BOX DEC 10 
HELEN, 34. GSOH, hones! & 
funloving, seeks serviceman 34-40 
for c o rrespon de nc e/fr ie n d s h i p. 

BOX DEC 11 

FANCY WRITING to a mad 24 
year old receptionist? Why not take 
the risk! BOX DEC 12 
SAILOR, 28, 5' 7", blue eyes 
seeks lady for friendship/romance, 
BOX DEC 13 

ALEXA, 30-SOMETHING single 
career girl, enjoys travd/music/ 
fitness. Seeks genuine penpal 

BOX DEC 14 

SARA* 32, petite, blond, working 
single parent, enjoys sports, 
horseriding, music, socialising. 
Seeks penpals, ALA. BOX DEC 15 
ATTRACTIVE BUBBLY blonde, 
young 42, VGSOH, seeks Tun 
loving sailors, write if you dare, 
BOX DEC 16 

SUE* 34, 5* 10" SLIM, blond hair, 
green eyes. Would like to hear from 
guys 33-39. BOX DEC 17 


PERSONAL 


PENPAL MAG for adults, choose 
yourself a new penfriend from over 
500 photos. APPROVAL copy from 
MATCHMAKER* (AI0) Charley 
PR7 4BS, or ring 01257 480155 
(24hours), 


STUDIO 2 

Sauna — Aroma nussage — Jstcuz/i. 
SEW PRIVATE MEMBERS BAR OPEN, 
Mon-Sal tftammtUmght. 

San Iloixi-imdiiighi. 'mm* 
FH1ENDLYSTAFT 1 r in 1 


Call@J9BB Keyham Rd Plymouth 

lopposilt SI Lei an* Gate) 
01752 559955 

Visiting servicejet: 0851 526664. 


WANTED 

----a--—_—— 

Set of Seamanship Manuals 
3-4 around the 1950's 
Please "phone; 

01646 641428 

Reasonable prices paid 


WHAT can I say that can't be said? 
Female 33. single, attractive, kids. 
GSOH, own business. Looking for 
committed male with zany sense of 
humour. Box No. 9662 


SANTA, for my special present this 
year I would like an Action Man, 
40+. good, kind and laughs lots. I 
promise to be a good girl and look 
after him. Box No. 9663 - 


WANTED & 
FOR SALE 


WANTED - officers ceremonial 
sword for son's passing out parade 
this term, Teh 01935 427163 


NOTICE 

All advertisements 
submitted for entry into 
the Navy News Penfriend 
Column are subject to 
copy approval- 

Navy News reserves the 
right to make any 
amendments which it 
considers necessary or to 
edit copy which is in 
excess of the number of 
words paid for. 
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NAVY NEWS RANGE OF TIES AND "s 
1 SCARVES WITH A NAUTICAL TOUCH 

These highly fashionable ties and scarves look great T 
and retain traditional links with the Royal Navy 


Keeping ties with the Navy 

These highly fashionable ties look great and retain 
traditional links with the Royal Navy 

CLUB - White Ensigns on navy blue background, 
running diagonally In uniform rows, separated by 
red/whlte/red stripes (Polyester) 

LEISURE - Cascading While Ensigns of differing 
proportions on navy blue background. (Silk Polyester) 

£12.25 each UK (Traditional) 

£13.25 each UK (CHp-on) 

For Surface Mali Abroad add 50p 


RN CROWN TIE 

Cascading gold colour crowns separated by a choke 
of either red/blue or green/blue diagonal stripes, 
(Traditional or clip-on) 

ANCHOR & CROWN TIE 

Cascading gold colour anchors & crowns on Navy 
background separated by red and gold stripes. 
(Traditional or dip-on) 

£12.25 each UK {Traditional) 

£13.25 each UK (Op-on) 

Surface mall abroad please add 50p 


Stylish Ladles Scarves 
White Ensign Scarf 

100% polyester twill fiat scarf S2“x9\ White Ensign on Navy blue 
background running diagonally separated by red/whlte/red snipes, 

£12.99 each UK 

For Surface Mall Abroad add 50p 




c CROWN COPVHIGHT'HOO 
pradue 




Seahorse Scarf 

Our new ladles scarf exclusively designed for Navy News 
100% polyester 90cm x 90cm, 

Two aqua seahorses centred on a cream background edged with gold 
coloured rope with gold coloured Royal Navy crowns In each comer, 
surrounded by a navy blue seascape border, 

£21 ,99 each UK 

For Surface Mall Abroad add SOp 


U 



Please send the completed order form with remittance to: 

THE BUSINESS MANAGER, NAW NEWS. HMS NELSON. QUEEN STREET, PORTSMOUTH POl 3HH. 

TEL: 01705 733558 


DESCRIPTION 

QTY UNIT PRICE TOTAL PRICE 

N. CLUB Tit {TRADITIONAl) 


£12.25 


2* CLUB Tit {CUP ON) 


£13.25 


3. LEISURE TIE (TRADITIONAL Tit) 


£12.25 


4, LEISURE TIE (CUP ON) 


£13.25 


5. RN CROWN TIE - RED/ BLUE CTRADfTIONAL) 


£12.25 


6. RN CROWN TIE - RED/ BLUE (CUP ON) 


£13.25 


7. RN CROWN TIE - GREEN/ BLUE (TRADITIONAL) 


£12.25 


8. RN CROWN TIE - GREEN/ BLUE (CUP ON) 


£13.25 


9. CROWN A ANCHOR TIE (TRADITIONAL) 


£12.25 


10. CROWN & ANCHOR TIE (CUP ON} 


£13.25 


11. WHITE ENSIGN SCARF 


£12.99 


12. SEAHORSE SCARF 


£21.99 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE UK PAP. PLEASE ALLOW 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY £ 

Available to readers outside die UK. Please write/phone tor postage costs and payment details, 


i 

k 


NAME . . 
ADDRESS 


i 


POSTCODE 
TEL. 


I enclose my cheque/P,0 totalling £__ made payable to Navy News or please debit 

my Access/Visa/Barclay/Deita Card/Solo/Switch. My card number Is 

Switch Issue No. ,**.*.*.*•*..■.,..** 
Expiry date..... . . 


Signature 


Warships and auxiliaries move in fast 



• Aid from the sky - HMS Sheffield s Lynx drops supplies at Sheen Cay, Picture; la/phot) stem Wood. 



Group in right place 
at the right time 


WITH an amphibious group In the area, 
and Royal Marines training in nearby 
Belize, the Royal Navy had a more than 
useful force on hand when Hurricane 
Mitch struck Central America, 

West Indies Guardship HMS Sheffield was 
quickly on the scene, and when helicopter 
carrier HMS Ocean arrived she became the 
command ship for an operation which is 
believed to be the biggest peace-time human¬ 
itarian effort undertaken by British forces. 


adrift for more than a week in a boat. 

Sir Tristram set up something of a ferry ser¬ 
vice between Belize and the mouth of the 
Coco River, bringing Royal Marines and their 
equipment to be dispatched to where they 
were needed ashore. 

Another RFA, Black Rover, had a vital role 
to play. When the hurricane struck, the fleet 
tanker - support ship for HMS Sheffield - was 
undergoing planned maintenance in Puerto 
Rico, but was hastily made ready and loaded. 

According to Naval spokesman Paul 
Parrack, who was with the task group, her 
arrival was In the nick of time, as the ships 
were low on fuel, stores and water - Ocean 
was required to stand out to sea each night to 
make fresh water as the seawater around her 
when she was closer inshore during the day 


was full of mud, coral and other debris. 

He also noted the first signs of the local 
economy recovering: M We were anchored 
seven miles off Nicaragua in Ocean, with Sea 
Kings, Lynx and Gazelles flying backwards 
and forwards, and out from the shore came 
two guys in a dug-out canoe. 

They had brought out coconuts to sell -1 
think they sold the lot.” 

Black Rover undertook a number of replen¬ 
ishments at sea, Including the first opera¬ 
tional RAS for Ocean, which was only com¬ 
missioned in September 
She also served Dutch and French ships. 
Royal Marines went deep inland by heli¬ 
copters from 845 and 847 
Naval Air Squadrons and 
boat to help stricken 
communities. 

The task group with¬ 
drew from the area once 
those in immediate dan¬ 
ger had been rescued 
and their basic needs met. 

More than 400 personnel from the task 
group were involved in operations on the 
ground, 161 sorties were flown by UK aircraft, ! 
and 95 tonnes of aid was delivered by air. 

■ Navy frigate HMS Sutherland has been 
involved in a dramatic high-seas rescue. 

The Falkland Islands Guardship was alerted 
when Sandra Rogers, from British dependent 
territory * listen de Cun ha, fell III en route to 
the Falklands for medical treatment. 

The ship was intercepted by Sutherland, 
and an RAF Sea King from the Falklands flew 
the 450 miles out to the frigate, refuelling on 
RFA Gold Rover and in mid air from 
Sutherland, before flying Sandra back to the 
Falklands, refuelling again on Gold Rover, 
Sandra was then flown to the UK, where she 
underwent treatment. 


Ocean’s Commanding Officer, Capt Bob 
Turner, acted as Task Group Commander until 
Commodore Amphibious Task Group, 
Commodore Niali 
Kilgour, was brought to 
the helicopter carrier 
by RFA Sir Tristram. 

Ocean also saved a 
number of lives at sea - 
her aircraft plucked 
more than 30 iobster ———— 
fishermen to safety after their boat capsized, 
and another two fishermen who had been 


During Operation Tellar: 

■ 400 Task Group personnel were 
involved In operations on the ground 

■ UK aircraft flew 161 sorties 

■ 95 tonnes of aid was airlifted 


• Lucky break - two Puerto Rican fishermen who had run out of fuel and drifted for eight days with¬ 
out food were spotted in their tiny boat and rescued by personnel from HMS Ocean ■. 
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Operation Tellar 


• Equipment is loaded from 
RFA Sir Tristram on to mexi- 
ffotes to be transferred to HMS 
Ocean (in background) in the 
mouth of the Coco River 

Picture: PO (PHOT) Jon Brsyfey (DPR(N)). 


Options 


rescue the victims of a devastating hurricane 


RIM applies first-aid 


WHEN HMS Sheffield left 
Plymouth in June her ship's 
company had no idea of the 
impact she would have on the 
lives of thousands. 

The Type 22 frigate had a busy 
West Indies Guardship pro¬ 
gramme even before the first signs 
of Hurricane Georges sullied the 
Caribbean sky, 

Georges swept through the West 
indies m September, prompting 
Sheffield u> help oui at St Kitts. 

As reported in last month's Navy 
News. Sheffield and RFA tanker 
Black Rover anchored offshore 
and both ships sent working parties 
in to start repairing the consider¬ 
able damage, including vital work 
on the airfield and hospital. 

The ship's next action 
was to rescue the crew of 
the tanker Arcadia, crip¬ 
pled by an explosion 
which killed three and 
Injured four more. 

Casualties were lifted from the 
Arcadia, which was carrying 2,700 
tonnes of Liquid petroleum gas, 
and a team of ME(L)s went to 
inspect the damage. 

They found that the explosion 
had split decks and bulkheads, and 
were working in the knowledge 
that Hurricane Mitch 72 hours 
away and heading their way, but 
managed to get an engine working 
and the ship limped in to Grand 
Cayman, 

The most harrowing part of the 
deployment was yet to come, as the 
storm raged towards Belize. 

Sheffield initially prepared lo 
assisl UK forces ashore tnere, hut 
the severe Category 5 hurricane, 
with winds gustmg over 180mph 
and seas of 30ft, swung south to 
Nicaragua and Honduras and 


stalled for two days, battering the 
small island of Guanaja 30 miles 
offshore. 

This island was turned into a 
moonscape, with trees flattened 
and floods scouring soil from hills. 

Only a handful of deaths were 
confirmed, but communities such 
as Mangrove Bight were left with¬ 
out a single house standing, 

Sheffield anchored a mile off¬ 
shore, outside the rcefe, and sent 
parties of 90 ashore to provide 
medical help, emergency electrical 
supplies for medical centres and 
refrigeration, restore water sup¬ 
plies, co-ordinate air traffic at the 
liny airstrip and clear the damage. 
The ship also carried out the 
remarkable rescue of Isabella 
Arriola Baliz de Guity, who had 
been adrift at sea for six days after 
her family were washed aw r ay. 

The ship had been searching for 
missing luxury schooner Fan tome 
when she was asked to send her 
Lynx to a point 80 miles offshore. 
There they spotted Isabella suf¬ 
fering from hypothermia, dehydra¬ 
tion and hums, dinging to a jumble 
of driftwood and corrugated steel. 
She was treated in the helicopter 
and by the ship's medical team. 

Extra lookouts, many volun¬ 
teers, were posted through the 
night and following day on 
Sheffield as they scoured the area 
for her family and other survivors. 

Isabella was put ashore at 
Trujillo, with no sign of her hus¬ 
band and three children. 

'*l\ is a miracle Isabella survived 
in such conditions as seen with this 
hurricane," said Cdr Colin Hamp. 
Commanding Officer of Sheffield. 

“She is a strong and determined 
woman to have come through such 
an ordeal. All in Sheffield feel for 
her and hope it is not long before 
she can rebuild her life." 


In amongst the mayhem of the 
hurricanes, Sheffield has managed 
to carry out her guardship duties. 

The ship's company raised 
£1,000 for Jamaican children's 
charities with a sponsored cycle 
ride, and personnel refurbished a 
hospital ward in Jamaica, a refugee 
shelter in Montserrat, and another 
group landscaped the garden of an 
old people's home. 

The ship’s band. The Bollards. 


even managed to get in on the act 
- they were filmed by a BBC holi¬ 
day programme crew while per¬ 
forming at the Ship Inn, Barbados. 

Sheffield is due back in the UK 
shortly before Christmas, 

■ An appeal sponsored by the 
Plymouth Naval community has 
resulted in more than 1.000 bags of 
clothes and shoes being donated to 
Honduras, said Naval Area 
Community Officer Nick Bennett. 





ROYAL WATERSMEET PARK 
WILCOVE 

CALL CAROL BLATCHFQRD FOR ADVANCED INFORMATION 

TELEPHONE 01752 706234 

Emaii: swsatesCqjprowtinghomes. cent 


ROWTING 


u turnip rowtingh am es. com 


The Prowting Promise 

* A luxury development of four and five bedroom 
executive homes 

* Situated within the quiant village of Wilcove. with 
many homes enjoying the views of the 
RiverTamar 

* Superbly appointed interiors including fitted 
kitchens wrth oven, hob and extractor hood, 
central heating, en-surte to the master bedroom, 
double glazed windows and much, much more! 

* Home Exchange available - well consider buying 
your existing home (subject to status) 

* Due to the unprecedented demand at this 
forthcoming development you'll need to reserve 
now to avoid disappointment 


THE PROWTING 




We*It give you stylish 
and comfortable living in a 
unique waterside location ., ■ 
That*s the Prowting Promise 
















































Fifty Years On 

V want you to lay down your life, Perkins- We need a futile 
gesture at this stage . It will raise the whole tone of the war. 
Get up in a crate , Perkins, pop over to Bremen, take a shufti , 
don 't come back . Goodbye Perkins- God , / wish I was going 
too 

Goodbye sir - or is it - au re voir?’ 

'No w Perkins .' 

- Alan Bennett. Peter Cook. Jonathan Miller, Dudley Moore 
The Complete Beyond The Fringe (1963) 

We've got this idea for a pod, Perkins.' 

‘Pod, sir?’ 

‘Pod, Perkins, Simple idea. All the best ones are. you 
know. Goes back a long way this one. too. We were going to 
sling one under a Barracuda - gosh, it must be 50 years ago 
or more. Didn't come to anything, though. Pity, really, 
Thought it was too risky. Altogether different kettle of fish now 
of course, eh Perkins?' 

'Oh, of course, sir!' 

‘Glad you feel that way t Perkins, So you're keen to volun¬ 
teer, then? 1 

Absolutely, sir! Er, volunteer for what exactly?' 

'Sorry. Perkins, sorry. Running away with myself. Haven't 
explained properly. Let me put you in the picture. This pod - 
as I say, simple idea. Thing about the size of a fuel drop tank. 
You strap it under the wing/ 

Ah - got you, sir] And what goes inside it, sir? Smart 
bombs? Sonarbuoys? Electronic surveillance thingummies?* 

‘No, Perkins, You go inside it. 4 

Me, sir? 1 

'You, Perkins. Or someone like you. Sort of chap who 
laughs at danger. Doesn't mind a bit of discomfort. Young fel¬ 
low just itching to boldly go where no-one has gone before. 
I'd like you to be the first of the few, Perkins, Or rather, the 
first of many. Provided the thing works out alright 1 

*1 still don't understand, sir.’ 

"Course you don't, Perkins, course you don't. In some 
ways that’s why we've singled vou out to do the test run ... 
Here goes, then - HI spell it ail out for you in a few simple 
words. The boffins at Boscombe Down have been looking at 
this pod which, as I say, can be slung under the wing of a 
Hamer Idea is, it could be used to pick up chaps wtioVe had 
to bale out over enemy territory. One of them has said - and 
1 quote, Perkins: "We don't think that travelling in a pod will 
be any more uncomfortable than flying in a helicopter or a 
Hercules." How about that, then? Just a few wrinkles to iron 
out. We worried over the heating system, oxygen supply, any 
build-up of toxic gases - don ! want you freezing or choking 
yourself to death, Perkins, do we? Oh, and then there’s bird 
strikes. Damn nuisance, bird strikes... Still, as things stand, 
Perkins, f can tell you we have checked for - what does it say 
here? Oh yes - for “every conceivable aspect of occupant 
safety". Can't say fairer than that, can you? Anyway, all sorts 
of other uses for these pods, Perkins - and here's where you 
come in. We've designed one - and this is my idea. Perkins, 
don't let anyone tell you different, although naturally I shall 
disclaim any credit - that can be dumped in the seal It's even 
got a little motor, so once you've got over what I suspect 
might be a bit of a nasty jolt as you smack into the oggin, you 
can power it off to - well, off to wherever you want to go. So 

- how do you feet about the scheme, Perkins? 4 

“Mmm ... May I be candid, sir?' 

If you must, Perkins, if you must. Though bear in mind I d 
prefer you to tell me what I want to hear. Even if it means 
lying through your bloody teeth/ 

‘Oh. understood sir! But bearing that in mind, as you say 
sir t I'm bound to say that anyone volunteering for an assign¬ 
ment of the sort you describe would have to be a complete 
and utter blithering idiot. Someone entirely devoid of imagi¬ 
nation and basic common sens©/ 

“Exactly so t Perkins, Glad we understand each other. Right 
then - get your kit together and report back at 0500. Nothing 
like an early start, eh?' 

“No, sir. Well, goodbye sir - or is it - au re voir?* 

1 hope it’s au revoir, Perkins, I really do. Because there’s 
an awful lot of money riding along with you on this project. 
But people matter, too, Perkins! Pifty years ago we could 
afford to chuck chaps like you away without batting an eye¬ 
lid. But not now, Perkins, not now. Apart from anything else, 
we've invested quite a bit of dosh in you, too. Far too much, 
in my opinion/ 

Tnars a very comforting thought, sir/ 

“Isn't it, though? Cheerio, then. Oh. one last thing - and 
this will buck you up no end. We've taken the trouble to install 
a state-of-the-art monitoring system, A super “black box" sort 
of job that will record every moment of the trip. All your bodi¬ 
ly functions will be minutely observed, Perkins. Together with 
your personal, second-by-second commentary as we jettison 
you into the deep blue yonder. Including, if the worst comes 
to the worst, your last dying screams. This will provide us with 
an invaluable record we can utilise to correct our mistakes 
and thus pass on the lessons learned to the next chap, who 
will be - 4 

Someone like me, sir?' 

’As you say, Perkins. Someone like you. Give my regards 
to your grandfather. Always liked old "Plunger Perkins ', Pretty 
sound sort of chap, for a Grab. Best thing he ever did, trans¬ 
ferring to the Fleet Air Arm, after that last sortie of his over 
Bremen, Took to the water like the proverbial duck, by all 
accounts. More often than not when he least expected to... 
Must run in the family, I suppose. 1 

□ As reported in last month's Navy News, the Defence 
Evaluation and Research Agency at Boscombe has been 
testing a pod (see below) which cart be stung under the wing 
of a Harrier ; giving it the ability to pick up passengers way 
beyond the range of helicopters. 1 Exint' (Extraction and 
Insertion) pod team staff are now awaiting approval for a fly¬ 
ing trial - but volunteers are not needed yet. First flights will 
be made with instrument-carrying dummies to ensure the 
pods are safe to carry passengers. 
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Invincible takes command 



in jointery' 

H MS INVINCIBLE has hosted the first full Joint Force 
Headquarters afloat - for Exercise Purple Sound, 
coupled with the latest Joint Maritime Course off the 
coast of Scotland (see opposite page). 


It was the first exercise 
embarkation of a UK Joint 
Force HQ from permanent 
shore base into an aircraft car* 
Her and finally ashore into a 
foreign theatre of operations. 

The exercise started at the 
UK's Permanent Joint HQ at 
Northwood, Middlesex, After 
mustering his staff, many of 
them activated from training 
establishments for their war 
role, the Joint Task Force 
Commander Air Vice Marshal 
John Thompson and his 180- 


vta 

by 

the 


strong team flew 
Stornoway to embark 
Chinook helicopters in 
Invincible. 

The seaborne phase was the 
first full use of the Joint Force 
Headquarters Afloat facility 
now installed in the Navy’s 
operational carriers. 

Rapidly deployable, their 

a ment was fufly integrated 
I one hour of arrival and 
work began on the four-day 
mission preparation and tran¬ 
sit phase. The JFHQ then dis- 
embarked by Chinooks to RAF 
Kinloss to conduct the final 
rand-based phase. 

This modern capability to 
operate world-wide in respi- 
onse to a crisis with a fully 
integrated iri-Service staff is a 
central theme of the recent 
Strategic Defence Review, 
Communications are vital in 
this and Invincible's wide vari¬ 
ety of satellite and radio sys¬ 
tems gave the JTFC a direct 
dial telephone exchange, video 
teleconferencing and e-mail 
linked Into the UK mililary net¬ 
work - all proven during 
Operation Bolton with US 
forces in the Gulf earlier this 
year. 

The JMC was the largest for 
many years, Involving units 
from 11 NATO nations, includ¬ 
ing the UK's HMS Fearless, 
Glasgow, Manchester, Spartan, 
Liverpool, Lancaster, West¬ 
minster, Montrose, Boxer, 
Leeds Castle, But! dog, 
Hurworth, Cromer, Bridport. 
Wainey and RFAs Orangeleaf, 
Bayleaf, Sir Percivale, 
SirGalabad, Fort Victoria and 
Olna. 




• Top: Air Vice Marsha// John Thompson with his Maritime , Air, 
Land and Logistics commanders and the Commanding Officer 
HMS Invincible, Capt James BumelhNugent in the carrier s 
Admirals Cabin . which was converted into a mission planning 
room for Exercise Purple Sound. 

• Above : as part of her Autumn 98 deployment the Invincible 
stopped at Glen Malian on Loch Long to exchange Sidewinder 
Sea Part, Sea Eagle and small calibre ammunition slocks. The 
operation was completed without a hitch in two days - despite it 
being the first time a ship of her class has used the NATO facility , 

• Left: the carrier had earlier been host fo a combined team ot 
experts from the British Aerospace Flight Test Centre at Dunstotd 
and Defence Evaluation and Research Agency personnel from 
Boscombe Down * 

The 33-strong team, including three pilots, brought two MOD 
Procurement Executive-owned Sea Harriers to triat an Inertia! 
Navigation and Global Positioning System designed to signifi¬ 
cantly improve aircraft navigation. 

Over 50 hours of shore-based test flights were made before the 
team embarked in the ship for 28 sorties which included flights 
over the Instrumented Test ranges at West Ereugh, Scotland and 
Aberporth, Wales ♦ 

First analysis put navigation errors at less than 20 metres - so 
the Navy's Sea Harriers can look forward to finding their way 
home in double quick time once IN GPS is fitted in the latter part 
of next year. 
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INT MARITIME COURSE GOES BIG ON CO-OPERATION 



# Fashion statement: A Coy 40 Cdo RM blend in with the scenery ashore at Durness during the 
biggest ever Joint Maritime Course off the coast of Scotland. 


Scotland hosts 
international 
team players 



• Above: a helicopter from 846 
Naval Air Squadron prepares 
to land on board the new 
Dutch amphibious landing 
ship HNLMS Rotterdam. Her 
hangar can house six Mk 4 Sea 
Kings and four were embarked 
for the JMC together with 80 
personnel. 

m Left: Royal Naval Reserve 
personnel serving with the 
Amphibious Task Group,HRH 
Prince Michael of Kent , 
Honorary Commodore RNR, is 
briefed by Major Jeremy 
Parker, RM (left) and the 
Commander HMS Fearless. 
Cdr Ross Thoburn. The 
Reservists were from units in 
London, Piymouth, Bristol, 
Newcastle and Yeovil ton, 

• Below: in the middle of JMC 
983 the Amphibious Task 
Group received an unusual 
request from a local farmer - 
would they mind ferrying his 
flock of sheep across Loch 
Eriboil? 

It was seen as an excellent 
training opportunity and was 
willingly accepted by 4 Assault 
Squadron Royal Marines 
based in HMS Fearless - seen 
here herding their woolly pas¬ 
sengers into a Landing Craft 
Vehicle Personnel (LCVP). 


A Belgian/Netherlands Task Group joined a total of 47 ships from 12 coun¬ 
tries taking part in the latest Joint Maritime Course - the biggest ever held 
off the coast of Scotland, 


Under the command of Commodore 
Ruurt Klaver, RNN embarked in the flag 
ship HNLMS De Ruyter, it comprised six 
ships with a total complement of 1 T 100 per¬ 
sonnel. 

Two World War II moored mines were 
found in Loch Ewe by the Belgian minehunter 
BNS Crocus while taking part in the exercise, 
which was beset with winds gusting up to 
Gale Force 9, 

The first was heavily corroded and con¬ 
tained no explosives - but the second was 
intact. Both were safely disposed of. 

The Royal Netherlands and Royal Belgian 
navies have a long history of co-operation 
and in January 1996 this was formalised, so 
that they now regularly carry out their opera¬ 
tional roles at sea together. 

The Dutch have anti-submarine and multi¬ 
purpose frigates, support ships, mine coun¬ 
termeasures vessels, submarines and mar¬ 
itime patrol craft. 

In April this year the new amphibious land¬ 
ing ship HNLMS Rotterdam came into service 
and she joined the assault ship HMS Fearless 


to take part in the amphibious operations 
conducted for the first time during the JMC 
for some years. 

All the ships taking part were divided under 
three Task Group Commanders, Task Group 
One led by Commodore Klaver, Task Group 
Two t the amphibious group, by Commodore 
Niall Kilgour, RN. embarked in the Fearless, 
and Task Group Three by Rear Admiral G> A, 
W* Hoch of the German Navy, in FGS 
Schleswig-Holstein, 

The RAF and six other air forces were under 
the control of RAF Strike Command, flying 
out of RAF Kinloss, Lossiemouth, Leuchars, 
Coningsby and Waddington. 

Amphibious Forces included 40 Cdo RM f 29 
Cdo Regiment, 59 Cdo Engineering Sqn and 
the 1st Royal Netherlands Marine Corps. All 
units were embarked in HMS Fearless and 
HNLMS Rotterdam, 

Ground forces included 22 Regiment Royal 
Artillery, 20 Cdo Battery and 30 Cdo Brigade. 

HM Naval Base Clyde at Faslane played 
host to 21 of the units, including HMS 
Invincible and Fearless while Leith, Glasgow, 
Dundee and Aberdeen took in the rest. 



We need your help 


Are you a veteran of the 
Gulf War? 


Are you a veteran of Bosnia? 

Were you in the Armed Forces at 
the time of the Gulf War but did 
not serve there? 
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If the answer is YES to any of the above, you 
may be asked to take part in studies 
investigating your health* Three health surveys 
are currently in progress in the UK* These 
studies are independent, but have the full 
support of the Medical Research Council and 
the Ministry of Defence. Two of the surveys are 
investigating adult health, the third 
reproduction and child health. ALL three studies 
are sending out questionnaires to current and 
former Armed Forces personnel. 

If you get a questionnaire through the post, 
pLease fill it in and return it. If you have 
already received a questionnaire but have not 
yet sent it back, pLease could you FILL IT IN 
AND SEND IT SACK AS SOON AS POSSIBLE* 
Taking part is entirely voluntary, but we urge 
you to help in these important studies. You 
may be asked to take part in two studies* 

Thank you to all those who have already 
returned their questionnaires. 




















































• The first students to train at 
Cufdrose s newly opened Flight 
Deck Training Unit have success - 
fully completed their Flight Deck 
Officer's course, using one of 
Bond's Dauphin helicopters from 
Roborough Airport , Plymouth. 
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• ABOVE: Merlin takes off at its 
first pubtic flying display at 
Farnhorough Airshow and (inset) 
the badge of the Intensive Flying 
Trials Unit 700M which commis¬ 
sions at RN air station Culdrose 
on December f. The motto , 
'Experientia Docet' means 
Experience Teaches . T 


• RIGHT: What the pilot sees from 
the aircraft's front seat Merlin is 
the first aircraft in the Fleet Air 
Arm to abandon conventional 
instruments in favour of the ‘glass 
cockpit ' with computer controlled 
display screens. In service, Merlin 
wilt operate with a crew of three, a 
pitot, and an observer and aircrew- 
man in the rear. But white flying 
training is stiti at a premium, you 
are unlikely to spot an empty front 
seat! 


Dominic Blake reports from BN air station Culdrose 


con 


T HE FLEET Air Arm turns 
the page on a new chapter 
in its history this month 
with the commissioning of the 
first squadron it’s new multi- 
mission Merlin helicopters. 

The formation of 700M Intensive 
Flying Trials Unit at RN air station 
Culdrose on December 1 marks the 
introduction of the Navy's first new heli¬ 
copter type since 1976* 

700M squadron will he testing the first of 
44 antHsuomarmc/anti-surface helicopters 
which will replace ageing Sea King and Lynx 
helicopters in Navy’s carriers and Type 23 
frigates. 

Prince Andrew will be guest of honour at 
the high-profile event which is planned as a 
celebration for all ihe airmen and families at 
Culdrose. contractors and procurement staff 
involved in the project. 

Merlin has had to overcome a some major 
set hacks in its development, including crash¬ 
es involving three production models* which 
have delayed its arrival and added to costs. 

Since then, the Navy's Merlin team and 
prime contractors Lockheed Martin ASIC 
have been working hard to bring the pro¬ 
gramme back on track. 

And now that test pilots ai Boscombe 
Down have given the go-ahead for mi tit my 
Hying to hegin. the ait men at 7(M)M can't wail 
to get iheir hands on the Merlin. 

The squadron's senior pilot. Lt Cdr Nick 
Dunn, is one of the first to have down the 
Merlin. Asked about Ihe aircrafts past, he 
said: “You expect there to be crashes in 
development, very tew aircraft have entered 
service without crashing, 

“The Sea King has a safety record which 
would be very hard to beat. Hut there were 
still crashes in the early stages of the air- 
craft’s development." 

So, what's Merlin like to fly? "It’s very 
smoolh, very responsive T it’s deiightfuI. You 
gel a big feeling of confidence in the aircraft 
almost straight away. I was almost suspicious 
about how quickly 1 felt at home, 

“There is no comparison with the Sea 
King. It is far better in every way. even under 
the limits that we are working to at the 
moment, it’s just not in the same league. 
Merlin is twice as effective for twice as long,” 


• NEW B 
CO of tfh 

Fiyln 


Merlin has i 
knots, and its si 
full weapons le 
King, giving ii i 
eating power w 
or engaging sur 


Merlin has it 
board than t 
sensors lm 
world's mos 


The CO of 7 
■ It has better n 
sive sonics and 
another huge b 
system which ai 
tactical picture 
back to the ship 

DataSink eu 
radio reporting 
instant, secure 
is happening, * 
concentrate on 
aircraft. 


Merlin has, 
maximum vers 
it’s anli-suhmar 


Airmen to enroll ai 


C ULDROSE has been building 
up a £120 million Merlin 
University' to train the pilots, 
observers, aircrew and maintainers 
who will operate the new helicopter. 

The training facility, also provided by 
Lockheed Martin, will range from the 
world's largest full mission flight simula¬ 
tor right down to the viewtoils Navy 
instructors will use on classroom projec¬ 
tors. 


And full-scale mechanical and 
weapons training systems and a comput¬ 
er-based training suite are already in 
place at Culdrose. 

ft is the first time that the Navy has 
taken the ambitious step of procuring a 
fuIty-integrated training system for an air- 
aft 


which is still in development, and 
: been 


the Merlin training team has been going 
through the package with a fine toothedL 
comb to ensure it meets the Service’s 
requirements. 

Next year, when flying trials have 
provided more information on Merlin's 
performance, the Canadian-built simu¬ 
lator will come on line and will account 
for 85 per cent of hours logged by new 
pilots. 


« TOUCHDOWN: The first Merlin arrived at 
die of November. 700M Squadron be equfpf. 


Until then, the first Merlin crews from 
7Q0M and the training wing at Culdrose 
will complete their flying training al Yeovil 
where the helicopter itself is built by GKN 
Westland and Agusta of Italy. 

Eventually, all training will switch to 
Culdrose where a new training squadron, 
824 NAS, will form. 
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* KEY MOMENT: The Commanding 
Officer of RN air station Cufdrose , 
Commodore Tony Hogg, accepts the 
keys for the new £12 million Merlin 
Avionics Workshop from Mr Roger 
Baker Regional Director of Tilbury 
Douglas Construction Ltd . 

The facility wilt house computer driven 
electronic and electrical workshops for 
the maintenance of the helicopter's 
state-of-the-art avionics systems . 


mmmm* 

merlin avionics workshop 




JWALL 


OSS: Lt Cdr Phil Shaw t 
b new Merlin intensive 
g Trials Unit 7Q0M 

\ tup speed 0f well over 150 
ibility to stay ‘on task' with a 
»ud is double that of the Sea 
l far greater range and prose- 
hen searching for submarines 
face targets, 

tore computing power on 
he space shuttle, and its 
corporate some of the 
t advanced technology, 

QOM. Lt Cdr Phil Shaw, said: 
idar. better sonar, better pas- 
navigation systems and makes 
:ap forward with its Da la link 
.tIoniatkaily relays a complete 
of what the aircraft is seeing 
y** 

s out the need for laborious 
, giving carriers or frigates an 
and accurate picture of what 
i nd frees the Merlin crew to 
the ‘fighting' systems of the 

however, been designed with 
utility in mind. Elements of 
me gear can be unplugged to 


to allow the aircraft to carry heavier toads 
and up to 22 troops. 

Lt Cdr Shaw said: “The fact that Merlin 
has two primary roles, anti-submarine and 
anti-surface, and that we can easily carry 
troops with most of the equipment on board, 
makes it fantastically versatile. In the days of 
joimery and flexibility, this aircraft is really 
going to produce the goods. 1 * 

The air station, near He Is ton in Cornwall, 
has a brand new 1 £1,2 million avionics work¬ 
shop and test system and a new spares and 
support warehouse to provide instant on-site 
access to commonly needed parts and a 
transport system to deliver others within 24 
hours. 

That said, engineers who have worked 
with Merlin, which is powered by three Rolls 
Royce Turbomeca 33Zs. believe that the air¬ 
craft will need ten limes less maintenance 
than the Sea Kings it replaces. 

Another major facility that is still under 
construction at the air station is a £5 million 
unit for repairing the complex composite 
which Me:. 


Berlin’s body us made of. 


materials which I 

The challenging job of pulling together all 
the facilities at Cufdrose belongs to the sta¬ 
tion's Commanding Officer, Commodore 
Tony Hogg. 

He said: “The business of developing 
Merlin has obviously taken a long time, but 
we now have a world-beating aircraft, and 
the commissioning of 700M is (he first major 
milestone for Culdrmc. 

“Our aiming point now is the commission¬ 
ing of the first from line Merlin squadron 
which is expected to be the carrier squadron 
HI 4 NAS, In the early part of 2001, That is 
our head mark. 

“Everythint is now f built around that - all 
the training, the technical aspects, the devel¬ 
opment of the aircraft's capability, whether it 
can fly by day and night, in icing conditions, 
whether it can use its sonar, its fink capabili¬ 
ty - all of that is focussed on delivering (his 
aircraft as a capable weapons system to the 
Fleet in 2I10L 

"After that we will be building up the small 
ships squadron, 82*3 NAS, and the other car¬ 
rier squadron, 820, but I am confident that if 
we can hold our head mark and we still have 
a green light for the introduction of Merlin, 
the rest of the introduction will follow on 
logically." 


• SIMULATOR: A huge , futi mission flight simulator is being developed to train Merlin pitots , The cockpit is inside a 20-ft 
dome on a hydraulic tripod which will react to the pilot's every move while the landscape is projected ail around him , 

The simulator wilt be finked to rear seat trainers allowing the crew to 'fiy * operational sorties together. 


t Merlin University 


Merlin Training System CO, Lt Cdr lan 
Monday, “While they're training with me 
they will not be flying their Sea Kings. 

“If they were needed, we could break 
them out of school and teach them how to 
fiy a Sea King again in ten minutes, so the 
net effect ft the balloon went up would be 
very small. 

“But the big effect is that the Sea King 
world, and to some degree the Lynx, Is 
going to teel the pinch while we are train* 
Ing them." 

Merlin observers will also be taken 
directly from training with Cutdroses 
Jetstream squadron 750 NAS, and main¬ 
tainors will be trained at the rate of about 
200 a year. 


Cutdrose on a gloomy evening in the mid - 
>ed with four for its intensive flying trials ♦ 


an interesting process 


said 


going 


By the end of 2000 the Fleet Air Arm will 
have had to achieve a delicate balancing 
act as up to 38 Lynx and Sea King crews 
are converted to Merlin, along with others 
fresh from the Defence Helicopter Flying 
School at Shawbury. 

"Managing the impact on the Fleet is 
to bear 
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At Your Leisure 




r PRICE TICKETS 

TO SEE 



- 


ELD 

O 






TICKETS AVAILABLE 
FOR THE 
FOLLOWING 
DATES ONLY 
7.30pm Performance 

ftra JANUARY 1999 
12m JANUARf 1999 
5m FEBRUARY 1999 
23rd FEBRUARY 1999 


To book the above offer you must 

phone 0171 416 6075 




Payment may be made by cheque 
payable to Apollo Leisure (UK) Ltd 
or by Credit Card. 

Closing date for the offer is 
14th December 1998 

Quote Navy News to receive special price 


AUTHORS 

Lef us Publish Your Book 
Most subjects considered 
including Religion,Biography, 
Children's Stories, Poems, 
Fiction and First Books 
AVON BOOKS (MM), 

1, Dovetiale Studios, 

485, Battersea Park Road, 
London SW11 4LR 


NAVAL AND MARITIME 
BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD 

LARGE STOCKS - MONTHLY CATALOGUES 

SHOP OPEN 10 4 (SATURDAY 10-1) 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Frank Smith Maritime Books, 
98/100 Heaton Road,, Newcastle 
Upon Tyne. NE6 5HL. 
Telephone: 0191 265 6333 

NAVAL-MARITIME BOOKS ') 

Our tree monlMy catalogues always oiler an 
interesting and rwHSpetrtiw selection from our 
large slock □! secondhand books on all aspects of 
Naval, Mercantile S Seafaring Activities 
Send hr one now, 

GERALD LEE MARITIME BOOKS 

PC Box 7 St Leortards-on-Soa, 

L last Sussex. TN37 6ZA J 


BOOKFINDING SERVICE. 1 

Out-of-Print titles, Naval and maritime 
and war hooks, and all other subjects. 
Details from: Barlow Moor Books. 
29 Churchwood Road. Didsbury, 
Manchester M20 6TZ. 


Telephone: 0161 434 5073 
Fax: 0161 44S 2491 


HP BOOK FINDERS: Established 
professional service locating out 
of prim tides on all 
subjects. No ubligalnai or S AE 
required. Contact: 22. Fords Close. 
Bledluw Ridge. Buckinghamshire. 
HP 14 4AP Tel: (01494 ) 4H11IX 
Fax: (01494)481121. 
man i n@ h p- book 11 ndc rs .co. u k 
"I i MS. CtA NCj ES (The tioa t farewel I> 
video. Ideal birthday Surprise pre- 
sent. Documentary includes all aspects 
ol GANGES he Pore demnfhitm* One 
tear-jerking hour of nostalgia, pro¬ 
duced by JOHN DOUGLAS author 
HMS. GANGES (Roll on my dozen! I 
& fl.M.S GANGES (Tales of the 
T.R O.ti.’Sj S.A.E, details Douglas 
Jfse. Penmanh Redruth. Cornwall 
TRI6 6NX 



HMS VICTORIOUS 

1937^1969 
By Neil McCart 

T he Jiilesl in the series detailing the careers of lira 
Royal Navy's aircraft carriers. This volume follows 
the Victorious from building in die breaker's yard with 
detailed accounts of each commission. Foreword by 
Vice-Admiral Sir ton McIntosh, ihc Victorious' last com¬ 
manding officer. 155 illustrations. Hardback with full 
colour luminal cd dusl jacket. Price £21 plus p&p. 

ISBN I 901225 01 I 


Alsu Still Available: 

HMS CENTAUR 1943^1972 (Hardback) £16.95 plus p&p 

Please add £2.00 p&p UK A- EU (£4.0tl overseas airmail). Payment by sterling 
cheque, posial order, or by VISA/MASTERCARD. Telephone/Fax orders welcomed, 
From FAN PUBLICATIONS. 17 Wymans Lane. Chdicrthanu Gfos GL5I 9QA. 
Tel/Fax 01242 5K0290. or order from good bookshops. Allow 21 days fordclivcry. 




THOMAS Davidson's The Evening 
before the Battle of Copenhagen , (above) 
first exhibited at the Royal Academy in 
1898, was sold at Christies, South 
Kensington on November 5 for 
£43,300. 

A major auction of maritime art t 
models and memorabilia included 
other paintings of Nelson's victories as 
well as a Battle of the Nile commemo¬ 
rative plaster bust of the hero that 
went for £4,600. 

More recent items in the sale of over 
650 lots included sailors' caps from 
the battlecruiser HMS Hood and her 
adversary, the Bismarck, and from the 
Scharnhorst, Tirpitz, Graf Spee and 
Htpper as weft as tallies from HMS 
Exeter, Ajax, Achilles, Norfolk, 
Newcastle, Cavalier, Devonshire and 
Repulse (left), sold for a total of 
£1,034. 


Cunningham compared 
with Nelson 


A NDREW Cunningham liked Eisenhower, loathed Montgomery. Loved fishing, dis¬ 
liked conversation before breakfast. Ashore, he was a poor administrator. At sea. 
he was, according to John Winton’s Cunningham (John Murray £25) “the great¬ 
est admiral since Nelson’', 


This was the supreme 
“sailor's sailor ', the victor of 
M a (apart and the soldier's sav¬ 
iour who famously commented 
in the darkest days of May 
1941 when his Heel lost so 
many ships and men during the 
evacuation of Crete that he 
was begged to withdraw, that it 
had always been the Navy s job 
to take the Armv off when 
needed: “It takes three years 
to build a ship - it would Lake 
3(H) years to build a tradition ". 

h is surprising, then, that this 
claims to he the only lull biography 
ever written of him, Noi quiie true 
- Cap! S, W, C. Packs excellent 
1974 study Cunningham the 
Commander went some way u> 
repair the ommission and came to 
the same conclusion in measuring 
him against Nelson. It was also 
rather better illustrated. 

Win ion's is anyhow long over¬ 
due - and neatly rounds off an 
often contradictory personality. 
Cunningham. like Nelson was 
supremely courageous, ruthless, 
vigorous, decisive. Unlike Nelson, 
he was modes! - (hough he did like 
having his portrait painted - and 
something of a bully, although he 
looked after his friends anil was 


possessed of a deep humanity. 

He at first approved the use of 
atomic bombs to end the war with 
Japan - but later changed, his 
mind, believing that the devastat¬ 
ing bombardment h> ships and air¬ 
craft by American and British ships 
operating practically unmolested 
off the coast, plus the Russian 
action in Manchuria, would have 
sufficed to produce Ihc surrender 
“I consider now that it was a pity 
and a mistake that we ever 
dropped them." 

I lc was not at ease in his last 
role as First Sea Lord, having in his 
own words “an almost complete 
lack of staff training” and felt this 
lack particularly when set along¬ 
side Brooke and Portal. In his 
retirement he kept up a wide cor¬ 
respondence - Eisenhower never 
forgot his birthday and always 
w rote to congratulate him on each 
successive honour and award. 

Cunningham's own comments 
on the many leading personalities 
of the war with whom he came in 
contact arc illuminating and often 
highly amusing. There was a streak 
of jealousy in him - once a friend 
of Mou rubai ten, he look against 
him after he became Chief of 
Combined Operations and was 
then “jumped up" to Vice 
Admiral. He at first strongly 


opposed the idea of him as First 
Sea Lord - “Dickie M mm that ten 
has great gifts hut lacks judgment” 
- and look some time to change his 
mind, finally appreciating, with a 
certain irony "(he dire need ol the 
Navy for a colourful personality 
well in the public eve.” He disliked 
the American Admiral Ernest 
King's anglophobia. hut recalled 
him getting “very mellow" at a din- 
nc r give n by Prime Mims le r At t lee 
at which he “fell on my neck and 
besought me to call him ‘Ernie'." 

At ihc same dinner he found 
President Truman 'looked and 
talked like a success ltd small gro¬ 
cer... 1 had a good look at Uncle 
Joe (Stalin) and did not much tike 
what I saw. But he was in good 
form.” 

Cunningham was himself in ihe 
best of spirits and “the magnet of 
all eyes” when IK years later he 
travelled up from his home at 
Bishops Waltham for a meeting at 
the Admiralty. After lunch he 
hailed a taxi in Parliament Square 
to take him to Waterloo, lie was 
dead by the time the taxi reached 
the station. 

“It was typical of his modesty." 
one friend wrote, “that he just got 
into a taxi and went straight to 
heaven.” 

- JFA 



• Portrait of Cunningham from 
a wartime poster 

My time in 
mothballs 

AFTER World War M. with Ihc 
strict economies imposed by the 
Attlee administration, much of 
the RN Fleet was pul in “moth¬ 
balls”. Life in the Navy in the 
period 1947-54 is described in 
Denis Shcrringham \ engaging 
memoir Swing" the Lamp, Jack 
Dusty (Walton Publishing 
£9.50). 

Denis endured Iris share of the 
“Mothball Navy" - but there 
were also spells in the Spanish 
Main and the Med to brighten 
his time through the post-war 
austerity era. 

Its a period Ilia I lias received 
scant attention in Naval reminis¬ 
cences, so this one will help Till 
t he gap. 





























































NAVY NEWS. DECEMBER 1998 23 



At Your Leisure 




• Admiral Sir Francis 
Bridgeman 


Sacrifice of the forgotten first Sea Lord' 


IN 1912 the First Sea Lord reluctantly resigned 
at the request of the ambitious young First 
Lord, Winston Churchill - on the grounds of ill 
health, Winston insisted. 

In Admiral Sir Francis Bridgeman, The Life and Times 
of an Officer and a Gentleman (Bally's £19.95) Stewart 
Ross shows, as was strongly suspected at the time, it 
had more to do with a clash of personalities. 

Though he reached the top of his profession, 
Bridgeman’s career was unspectacular and saw 


almost no action. As the author recognises, here was 
no star quality - just a likeable, unassuming sea offi¬ 
cer. 

And then in the space of that single year at the top, 
Bridgeman hit the headlines for the first and only 
time. There were fundamental differences between 
him and Churchill over Naval policy that led to his 
resignation and which reached such a pitch of pub¬ 
licity that King George V himself asked Bridgeman to 
act with restraint for the good of the Navy and the 
country at large. 


And so he did - even when the overturn of his strat¬ 
egy for the South Atlantic region led, as he saw it, to 
the tragedy of the Battle of Coronel, in which his 
friend Rear Admiral Sir Christoipher Cradock and 
1,600 men perished after being forced to enagage a 
much superior squadron under Von Spee. 

Bridgeman hunted, shot and sailed for at least a 
dozen years after his health officially forced his retire¬ 
ment. The Forgotten First Sea Lord 1 died suddenly at 
Nassau in 1929 at the age of 80. 

- JFA 


THE PRIZE SYSTEM UNDER REVIEW 


How fortune 

favoured 

the brave 



mmm 

m§, 

f ft, 



[,>. .j vJ 





E dward Pellew, the real-life character played bv Robert Lindsay in TVs Hombtower, 
was a great prize-taker as well as a great fighting seaman. He is reckoned to have 
made over £200.000 - equal to over £40 million today. 

Prize money, as much if not 
more than patriotism, was the 
motive for many of his contem¬ 


poraries, who were often the 
younger, less well-off scions of 
large families and so needed to 
make their own way towards 
the customary dream of retire¬ 
ment on a large country estate. 

Although the captain of a ship 
got by far the biggest share, as 
observed in the cartoon above, 
right, even at the bottom end of the 
scale a lowly seaman might collect 
half a year s pay towards his own 
goal of a nice little pub in Devon. 

The mercenary motives of the 
sailors in the days of Nelson are 
explored with fascinating detail for 
the first time in Richard Hill's The 
Prizes of War - The Naval Prize 
System in the Napoleonic Wars 
1793-1815 (Sulton/RN Museum 
£25). 

The author explodes many of 
the myths about corrupt courts, 
dishonest agents and venal 
Government practices. On the 
other hand, where he finds evi¬ 
dence of scandalous proceedings 
or the evils of a system with built-in 
delays, no punches are pulled. 

Some reputations of well-known 
figures emerge dented, others 
e n haneed. 

Hood, for instance, was 
particularly avaricious. 
Other flag officers set a bal¬ 
anced example and 
imposed stricter standards 
- notably Nelson and St 
Vincent. 

Neither were strangers to prize 
money or its attractions - indeed, a 
dispute between them on the sub¬ 
ject made headlines. But everyone 
in the Navy knew that for these two 
fighting the enemy, rather than 
la king prizes, came first. 

Nelson relinquished the 
prospect of easy prizes during the 
pursuit of the French which ended 
at the Nile, And St Vincent, having 
undergone “something of a 
Damascene conversion" after his 
injudicious pursuit of prize money 
in 1794-5. was constant in hiserilf- 
dsm of officers w r ho sought riches 
rather lhan success for British 
arms. 

"Captain Lawford was once a 
good fellow', but since he has got 


rich he is dilatory and negli¬ 
gent." he complained. Cynically, 
he observed ‘"Sir J. Warren will 
intrigue for a chief command on 
the coast of Portugal ... he wants 
money." And. more generally. 
“Prize money, or looking forward 
to retirement, appear to be the 
governing actions of all the offi¬ 
cers* minds," 

Rear Admiral Hill comes to the 


interesting conclusion that had 
prize money not existed it would 
nave been necessary to pay the 
i ha I 


ave been necessary to pay 
Royal Navy’s men half as much 
again - in line with merchant ser¬ 
vice rates - to maintain "a fleet 
with any sort of morale, without 
impossibly high reliance on the 
press gang and w-ith a tolerably low 
rate of desertion. By that kind of 
calculation, it was worth between 


• Fair shares for aft - a contemporary view of the Naval prize system at the time of Trafalgar : Officer: 
Why , Starboard! How is this, at prayers when the enemy is upon us ; are you afraid of them? Sailor: 
Afraid? No - / was only praying that the enemy’s shot may be distributed in the same proportion as 
prize money ; the greater part among the officers . 

one and two million pounds a year, 
which curiously is the kind of fig¬ 
ure that prize money realised 
annually." 

Most importantly, perhaps, "the 
prospect aIways g! immcred, hright- 
ening from lime to time with a 
promised cruise or sight of an 
unexpected sail. The Royal Navy 
could not have done without it. It 
gave to those days, soon to vanish, 
a unique piquancy and flavour." 


- JFA 


BLOOD, BAD 
WEATHER, 
AND BUGS 


C OUPLE of murders 

going on here, one polit¬ 
ical, the other domestic 
and both very, very complicat¬ 
ed. The domestic case is basi¬ 
cally an oldie. Diet M for 
Murder was made by Alfred 
Hitchcock in 1953: you've 
probably been seeing it off and 
on for most of vour life, on 
Sunday afternoon TV 
It was set in a genteel post-war 
London, and was all about a pol¬ 
ished cad intent on getting rid of 
his wife, versus a civilised Scotland 
Yard inspector in a trilby. 

Weil, not no more it ain't. This 
New York update, retitled A 
Perfect Murder, now finds room 
for a hitman in a balaclava, while 
law' and order are in the hands of a 
rather sinister Arab detective. Bui 
it s been ingeniously revised - if 
you recall the original - with two 
characters merged into one and 
the plot given several extra twists. 
The pav-off, however, is 
unchanged - some business about 
a hidden latch key - and the only 


aspect in which the material shows 
its age. 

Michael Douglas is on form, 
improvising madly at each new set¬ 
back to his schemes, and Gwyneth 
Paltrow', looking mettingly lovely in 
a succession of posh frocks, will be 
nobody’s idea of a murder victim. 

A political assassination is the 
starting point of Snake Byes. The 
plot is so convoluted you could use 
it for an A-level exam in narrative 
comprehension. It takes place 
entirely in an Atlantic City sports 
arena, where the Defence 
Secretary is shot during a boxing 
match. Nicolas Cage, the cop on 
the scene, seals the arena and gets 
down to sifting the suspects, who 
include a glamorous whistleblow¬ 
er, a sinister naval officer, if you 
can conceive of such an article, and 
a selection of seedy, dangerous 
characters from th c sporting 
underworld. 

Cage is mostly in manic mode. 


the camerawork is dizzyingly fluid 
and the noise is deafening! w'hat 
with a hurricane going on outside 
the stadium, plus Ryuichi 
Sakamoto's pounding score: here's 
a film that never lets up. 

As a relief from all the blood 
and bad weather, how about Ante, 
which is all about ants, the ‘z* being 
presumably a token of comic 
intent. It's a cartoon, of course, 
computer-animated to impressive 
effect, especially in a battle scene 
featuring two rival armies of bugs. 

There’s some high-priced talent 
on the soundtrack (Sylvester 
Stallone, Woody Allen. Gene 
Hackman, Sharon Stone etc). But 
what’s most engaging is the rela¬ 
tivism of it all, where a few strides 
across some scrubby parkland, past 
a disused drinking fountain and on 
to a rubbish tip becomes here an 
epic trek across the plain, passing 
beyond the Great Monolith and on 
to the splendours of Insectopia. 


ScreenScene - by Bob Baker 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 

ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 

Fiction, Noa-Ficum. Biurcaphy. 
Reli^ksui, Poetry, Childrens 

AUTHORS WORLD-WIDE INVITED 
Write or sand your manuscript to 

MINERVA PRESS 

3 OLD BROMPTOH ROAD. LONDON SW7 3DO 


BOOKS ON SHIPS 
AND THE SEA 

Send for Erne lists of used and 
antiquarian books from our huge stock 
on Naval A Merchant Shipping 

N. Fisher Nautical 

Melon* Ijm, Stroat 


T*U oiara mas73 Fm msts mum 


HAVE YOU 
WRITTEN YOUR 
MEMOIRS? 

We publish fine editions of 

MEMOIRS - LETTERS 
HISTORIES - BIOGRAPHIES 
DIARIES - FAMILY HISTO¬ 
RIES 

and can arrange the complete 
publication of your book. 
Write to; The Memoir Qub. 
Suite 11742(74), 72 New Bond Street, 
London, W1Y 9DD 


flew photo's 
from Old! 


Scratched * Ripped * Faded 


Using a computerised process, 
we can invisibly repair your 
cherished photographs without 
damaging your original image , 

Repairs from: £19.99 
Enlargements from: £6. DO 

Quantom imaging 

freepost *0007? (no stamp req) 
pO i$ox 84 , Cgham, 

Surrey, m2Q8$R 

TEL: OHS* 4 3060? 


PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 

Mflih 

The Pentland Press 

Edinburgh Cambridge Durham USA 
Established publisher welcomes 
books In ail subjects. 

Writ b tor details or send your manuscript to: 

Pentland Press 1 Hutton Close, 
South Church, Durham DL14 6X0 

Tel: 01388 776555 Fax: 01388 776766 



Buy a new Naval Book or video 
before checking our prices first - 
which indude delivery to your door. 
Send today tor our FREE 
catalogues: 

Maritime Books, Lodge Hill 
Llskeard, PL14 4EL 
Tel 01579 343663 
Fax 01579 346747 


--.of sentimental, irre¬ 
placeable value? 

Cracked? Faded? Torn 
or stained? 

Let us put it right 
again! 

Sl enlarge it to 10" x 7” 
B&W reproduced in colour 
Originals untouched 
Shall we discuss it? 


PHOTO REFl EH 

Douglas House. 
Penmarth, 
Redruth 

Cornwall, TRIG 6NX 

(I l 20*J Sf> I 1 Ml 


ADMIRALTY 
SHIPS BADGES 

ORIGINAL PATTERNS 

1919 - 1994 ** 
now with addendum 
1995-1998 

A two-votatne work in hardback 
with 6-page addendum. Full colour 
printing of over 1729 approved 
Pattern badges the H.M, Ships 
Shore Establishment and R.FA’s 
together m ilb a brief text for every 
badge, fuJl fttdeX and glossary of 
heraldic terms. Available from mar¬ 
itime bookshops or from; 
STONE FRIGATE 
I7 r Arlington Drive, S&ood, Kent. 
ME2 3SR 
Tel. 01634-711167 
for further information 
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At Your Service 



Over to You 


I Catling Old Shipmates 





AIRCRAFT OF THE ROYAL NAVY 


Reunions 


HMS Arttetfiyst IMS-47: J, Dunstan has 
made a stills video ol ship's company photos 
from IMS-53 - over 300 photos Cost of 
video is £8. with all profits lo go to A Ships 
Association Order from 47, Apbotstxjfy Rd. 
Newton Abbot, Devon TQ12 2NS. 

HMS Belfast has no associationF if you 
are interested m Joining one. contact Ted Hill, 
prov Hon Sec. on 01708 341BG3. at It, 
AtMston Fid. Harold Wood. Essex RM3 
0GB Active committee members required: 
contact 5W Picket! (prov chairman) at 80. 
Lansdowne Drive, London E8 3ER. tel 0171 
823 9238 or lav 0171 254 1743 for details of 
meeting on board Bellas! in December to for¬ 
malise committee and officers. 

RNPTBA help Doe lo computer failure 
at HMS Temersure, the database for the 
RNPTBA has been lo&l. Ajl members con tad 
the Hon. Sec HMS Temeraire with details so 
lira database can be renewed 

HMS Arbutus: K- Boggein is willing to 
pay for a oriole of this corvette, sunk by U-76 
in 1942 Contact him at 39. Napier Crescent. 
Far sham, Hampshire POlS SSL 

HMS Woolwich: Chris Hobson bought a 
ditty box at auction in Glasgow and found 
photos of Shipwright Henderson He wants 
to learn more about him. and to return 
papers to their rightful owners. Contact The 
ScfiooJhousa. [Tunnel. Thurso KW14 BXQ. 

Old Mo si head Lamp: W. Petty bought a 
Meteorite Lamp, serial number A 1 7090 and 
wants to know more about it. Contact him at 
178 Wfok Rd. Busiinglon. Bristol BS4 4HN 
HMS Glasgow: George Miller seeks 
copy of Ihe Ship's Company (approx 1958), 
before she was scrapped. Contact George. 
20, Skye Rd, Dunfermline KY71 40R 

Thomas Palmer McMordie, a sub-lieu- 
tenant during WWE! on Ihe Russian Convoys, 
te sought by Mrs J Moore (nee Lillian Jean 
Muncaster) Con tael her al 14, Mariner 
Close, Murdtshaw, Runcorn WA7 6DG. 

Gosport's Navy: John Parloot is 
researching a book on naval bases on the 
peninsula of Gosport, with proceeds going lo 


Assistance to researchers 


I am writing a iMrok - 4 WE 
COME UNSEEN’ The definitive 
history of the RN Submarine 
Service during WWD. 

Any ex submariners with 
appropriate reminiscences please 
contact: 

5 Gregory, UK) Chorley New Rd, 
Bolton BL1 4DH -01204 K409 th 


• HMS TIGER, l%6: HAROLD 
WILSON HOLDS SECRET 
TALKS WITH IAN SMITH..," 

Were you on HMS Tiger in 
December 1966? If so, we'd 
like to talk to you for a 
BBC documentary. Please call: 

Simon Chinn on 0171 258 6800, 
All calls in confidence. 


CALLING KEEN AMATEUR 
FILM MAKERS 

Documentary maker is looking for 
Super 8 footage of life on board 
Royal Naval Ships 
1970s to early 80s. 

Contact: Paul Cameron 

Ttl: 0141 556 2162 


Few things are as frustrating as getting stuck with the wrong 
mortgage. That’s why we invest time in gelling to know you before 
giving you any advice. As Financial Planning Consultants we will 
work with you to find you a mortgage that fits your own very 
individual needs. So call us today 

Steve (Bud) Abbott, ML1A (dip) (ex Petty Officer) or 
Gary Jackson, ML! A (dip) 

0113 242 2212 

Together we’ll fmd the right mortgage for you. 

Allied Dunbkr. Omul Wharf, Leeds, LSU 5DB 

VOI R HOME IS AT RISK fF VOC DO NOT KEEPUPREPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE 
OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT, Suitable lacunty and life raver may be ratuircd 

by the trader liccnvfll credii hmLcrv we Can provide further dettih ctf> request 
Allied Dunbar FinancuJ Afoi wn. Lid n a member of the Allied Dunbar and 
Ttuciirtneedle Mutcimj Cnwp and b. ngulucd by ihe Penoml Lnvcttmcnt 
A Lithnm y m relatiofi lo ihe life ftuunnee and pemmi product* vf Allied Dunbar 
and ihe inveutneni product* of Thrcadneedk 


HMS Trvefove 195! 53: E* STO, Mach A D 
l Buck) Taylor is seeking Jock Sharp/John 
Hama or any format shipmates from this 
time, Contact Anthony Taylor, 32, Vicarage 
Close, Holmesftod. Derbyshire Si 8 7WZ or 
lei 0114 208 0054 

AH Writtby: W.G. Mills seeks rits okf male 
who. with Nortnan Cooper, used to have 
great runs ashore. All signalmen, W.6. Mills 
iefi his ship at Malta, keeping in touch with All 
until 1836 when WG was in HMS Royal 
Sovereign Contact Mr Mills al 65. Mufoenry 
Grove, Swindon SN2 1JD, lei 01739 535817. 

HMS Ceres Welherby West Yorks: A 
nostalgic weekend '*% proposed to 1999 with 
a social programme and a series off visits. 
Interested? Contact R. Knight. 41 Gtenfefd 
Avenue. Welherby. Wesl Yorks LS22 6RN. 
lei 01937 581404 

HMS Comnnft 1954-56: Ex ME! A D. 

(Buck) Taylor is seeking former shipmates 
from general service commission 
Mediterranean. Contact Anthony Taylor. 32. 
Vicarage Close, Hofmesfield, Derbyshire 
Si 8 7WZ or tel 0114 209 0054. 

HMS Naiad: Any Jpeemes' or MEM(L) 
serving aboul 1979. Rio trip, conlact Mike 
Crasser, 105. Heron Way, Torquay, Devon 
TQ2 7SU or tel 01803 615753 Or e mail 
SMCRESS&aet.com He would like lo organ¬ 
ise a reunion for spring 1999 

846 Malays Association seeks contact 
with all personnel ol the 1952 - 56 formation 
Ol 846 NAS for Malayan Emergency. Contact 
L Smith, Oakdale", Church Lane. Ashford 
CarboneM, Ludlow. Shropshire SY8 4BX or 
lei 01564 €31397 

HMS Devonshire 1966-60: Peter 
Norman wants to meet up with two seamen 
with whom he became dose Inlands. Peter 
Killburn and Royston Maiary Contact his wile 
Kay Norman, c70 41, Mariner Street. 
Swansea, West Glamorgan. 


September 

HMS Burghead Bay 1946-59 are holding 
their reunion on September 4. Contact Rod 
Jenkins, 33. Paston Ridings, Paston. 
Peterborough PE4 7UR or lei 01733 751019 
Also seeking Yeoman Avery. Happy Day, Ted 
Harcup, Futtter Morgan. Mr Wilding, Tubby J, 
Wootey. Jack Bales, Mr Chappel and many, 
many more If you served on board, contact 
Rod as above 

HMS Tlgef 1959-64: A reunion is planned 
to September 24-27 al Pattens, Blackpool. 
Everything included in Ihe price Of £70 - 
food, accommodation, entertainment and a 
coach to pick up al Ihree designated points 
Contact Dennis (Doc) Porter. 54. Wrensfieid 
Road. Newtown Estate, Stockton-on-Tees 
TS19 0BD or tel 01642 644309 


HMS Ex call bur 1946-46: If you trained 
here contact George Rose regarding a 
reunion early In 1999 He has photos of 
Benbow Class Oct 46 Blake 46 & others 
Phone George on 0151 677 2509 or write to 
31. Mallard Way, Moreton, Wirral L46 7SJ. 
20 contacts so lar 

HMS Tenby Association J34 A F65: II 
you served on the WWH Bongoc-do** 
minesweeper or the Whitby-class Ingate. gel 
in touch with other former shipmates through 
Phil Rowe on 0161 747 7325 o t e-mail 
p.rowe@virgm.nei or write to 7. Harcourt 
Close, Urmston, Manchester M41 9NB 
HMS Plwaeant m3 - 46: SWI looking to 
old shipmates with ever 30 found so far. 
Fourth reunion al Singh Warren, Haylkng 
Island, 13 16 August. 1999 All welcome, 
Contact B Dowding, 1. Dymchurch Close. 
Clay Hall. Ilford. Essex, lei 0101 924 9158 
HMS Very an Bay 1948 - 59: An active 
and happy association, Just Nke the ship, 
seeking misstfig shipmates. Contact John 
Miller, 54, Redruth Avenue. St Helens, 
Merseyside WA11 9EY m lei: 01744 602459 
HMS Cairo Old Hands Association: Is 
there anyone who was On board at any time 
and: has not joined bul wishes to? Write to 
R J (Dick) Paffett, 19, St Martins Road. 
Wroxeil. late of Wight TO38 3BW or tel 
01903 852966 

HMS Amethyst: Wefwyn Hatfield Sea 
Cadets, who operate from TS Amelhysl. 
would like to hear from ex-crew or anyone 
with memorabilia ol Their parent ship with 
regards to 50th anniversary Of Yangtse 
Incident. Contact Phil Haynes on 01707 
264184 

Hong Kong Flotilla: Looking lor Baker. 
Rowden, Cleaver. Woodthorp and anyone 
who served 1952 SO Call Fleming 01703 
844195 

HMS Burgheed Bay 1946 - 59: There 
are many names such as Happy Day. ' 
Blossom Brooks, ■Jumper' Collins and 
Btondie' Hancocks being sought by the 
association II you served on board or know 
the whereabouts cl any of the crew contact 
Rod Jenkins, 33, Paston Ridings. Paston. 
Peterborough PE4 7UR, lei 01733 751019 
HMS Acrilltea: Gary Cox would like lo 
contact old shipmates of (he 1982 USA 
cruise, especially PO MEM McKay, U>G 
MEM Coppms, ME Ms Page. Osborne. 
Watkins and Sheridan Contact Gary on 
01822 683373 or write lo 48. Woodards 
Road. Maidstone. Kent ME 15 SAY. Gary was 
to an accident and has lost his memory 
HMS Rothesay 3 E Mess 1967 - 70: 
Dave Pittey. Paul Fuller, Pedlar Palmer 
please ring Roy Baylis on 01291 420966 
HMS Raleigh 1&63: Instructor PO 
Boyson or classmates ol 605 Class please 
contact John Rankin, Flat 4, 12. Guys Cliff® 
Avenue. Leamington Spa. Warwickshire 
A Ire rati Artificers Jan 1950 entry: 
Reunion planned. David Dai' Smith wants to 


contact George Hambleton. Percy Payne. 
Squiz Squires. Jake Justice. Ron Wilson. 
Fern Harafool, Rod Potts. CoNn Moore, 
Gordon Daws and Eric Pilcher. Wnle lo Dai 
at 3. Newton Gate. Naim. Scotland IV12 
4TS, or lei: 01667 453814 

HMS SI Kitts 1954 - 57: Roy Sharral Is 
looking for D Marshall, Lofty Tye, Sid 
Holmes. Tanky Dowd. Scots* Ronney. Jan 
Hodges. Paddy May and Bungie Williams. 
Write to 190. Mtodlecotas. Titehill, Coventry 
CV4 9AZ, or tel 012O3 464830 

HMS Londonderry let Commission 
1960 - 62: All old shipmates contact Dave 
Wickham, 12. Foxglove Close. Rmgmer 
Sussex BNS 5PB or tel 01273 812842 
MAA David (Woggls) Addis ex TS 
Arethusa, ex Sfomoulh eto: Contact Jan 
Renton, cfo Murphys Bar. Regent Sir eel, 
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire 

(Abe) J. Jl Abraham, a Senior Chief 
Cook eventually (serving 1935 62) would like 
to gee in touch with anyone who remembers 
him. Write to 19. St George's Ave. Pevereil. 
Plymouth PL2 3PW, let 01752 705506 
HMS Unicom Association is looking tor 
tosi shipmates to join the ranks. Contact E. 
Bosworthick, 3, Arundel Close. Hamel 
Hempstead HP2 4QR 

Fjsgard entry Sept 1953: There is now a 
thriving association based on this entry. For 
information contact Ron Emerson. 6. 
Spnngwood Lane, Romitey, Stockport SK6 
4JL, Tel 0161 449 9259 

HMS Alacrity: Les Walls, who served as 
a T 6-year-old. wants to contact old shipmate 
Fred Avery, from ihe Bournemouth area 50 
years ago. He would also like to know if there 
is an HMS AJacnty Association or reunions 
planned. Contact Les al IB, Ambertey Rd. 
Portsmouth PC2 0TG 

Norman Skinner, last heard of in 
Rainham, Kent area: served at HMS Ganges 
1972. Fred Shelley would like to hear foam 
you Contact him on 01 71 266 3604 

The Cutters Association: All who served 
in HM Ships Banff. Culver. Fishguard. 
Goflealon. Hard and (ol Oran Fame). 
LandQuard, Lutworth, Sennen, Tolland and 
Walney (also of Oran Fame), all ex-US 
Coastguard cutlers 1941 -46: prepare lor the 
1999 reunion Phone Sid Simkin on 01953 
602656 or Jim Byrne on 0113 273 7243 
Keith Steele Dodds is sought by G 
Slack, who served wilh him al RNSS 
Gookham Wood Rochester in 1949 Kerlh 
was Mr Stacks daughter s Godfather but 
they tost Contact when he went to Canada 
WnMa fo Mr Slack at 11, Briar Way. Oakndge, 
700C. Cape. South Atooa 

HMS Glasgow 1937: Ron Walsh wants 
to contact shipmates Ottver Sheppard and 
Bill Toombs (Swindon area 9 } They may recall 
a certain 'occasion' they shared and won 
dered about the outcome II they are stilt 
around contact Ron on 01329 281463 
Nigel Wallace (Wally or Geordie), joined 
RN in 1975, becoming regulator in 1985. 
Wife Julie is arranging a surprise 40th birth' 
day party on Apnl 3: triends from Andromeda. 
Ark Royal, Zulu. Brinlon and Kelhngton. 
Cambridge, Excellent. Caledonia and 
Cochrane welcome, jn particular AB Kevin 
Cook. Tug WUson, tan Williams. Dennis Law. 
Paul Gnffin, George McCarthy. Phil Key. 
Graham Redesign, Kev Oldfield and Stevie 
Swanwick Contact 01785 213785, leaving 
name and number 


MOP V E T ERA NS’ APVICE _UNjT_MO T UNE: 

08456 02 03 02 

Monday to Friday, 09.00 -17.00 
(answer phone service out of hours) 

Calls charged at local calf rates. 


HMS Hunter H35, lost 10th April 1940: 
Roy Bevendge visited Narvik Cemetery in 
Norway and photographed gravestones of 
G/D Seaman A Tucker, A/Eng Room F Taylor 
8 G/D Seaman T Howell Families ol These 
men are welcome to foe photos. Contact Roy 
at 61, Parksida St, Rosylh. Fife KYll 2LP 
HMS Argonaut 19*3 - 46: Does anyone 
have a copy ot movements and aclions etc. 
issued to me ship s company on paying off in 
Pompey 1946 Replies to E Robinson. 3, 
Watts Lane, Hillmorton, Rugby CV£1 4PE 
HMS Excellent 1974 - 79: MEM George 
Morrlsey al Excellent, later moved to 
Ptymoulh. Member ol Field Gun team, Earls 
Court early 80's Contact D Hate, 01785 
718602 

HMS Highlander, Bridgwater, LST 410 
(or LST 1 * 1152), Drifter. Mist: Alistair 
Wemy&s wants to borrow lor reproduction 
and return wartime photos of foe above 
Contact Alistair at 56, Main St. Bishcpstone. 
Aylesbury HP17 8SH. or tel 01296 748608 
Navigator's Yeoman; Where can Mike 
Bitten can obtain a Navigator's Yeoman 
badge (a pair ol dividers)? Contact Mike at 
Bt. Eteakes Rd, Smethwick. West Midlands 
B67 5RS, tel 0121 429 3895 

Dr Crock A ihe Crack Potts: Gerald 
Evans seeks Hmez daughter of Dr Crock, 
leader o( this foealre group. They had dinner 
in July, 1951. Contact him al 15. Qakhurst, 
Chats worth Court. Chats worth Grove. 
Harrogate HG1 2AT. tel 01423 525062 
Naval children: Filmmaker Paul 
Cameron is researching a documentary on 
people aged 30-44 whose parents were in 
the RN, looking al foe effects ol (ravel, sepa¬ 
ration, the military way ol Nfe and so on He 
also seeks cine film ol Irfo on board ship In 
the 70s, A Naval child hi meet). Paul can be 
contacted at 126 (Tj'R) WhitehiU St. Glasgow 
G31 2LT. teJOHl 556 2162 


T6G0 Contact R J Paffett. 19, St Martins 
Road, Wroxall, iOW PO30 3BW or tel 01983 
852966 

HMS Indetailgable hold their next 
reunion on Apnl 16-10 al the Strafoallan 
Hotel. Hagtey Road. Birmingham Contact 
Les Wills, 61, St Andrews Rd, Sutton 
Cokffield. Wesl Midlands B75 6UH, tel 0121 
241 3723. 

HMS Colllngwood Association will hold 
foeir first reunion al Pontins South Downs 
Holiday Centre. Brackte&ham Bay, 
Chichester. Irom Apnl 23-25, including a visit 
to CoHingwood Museum and a buffet lunch. 
Details Fom Mike Crowe, 7. Heafo Road. 
Sandown. fOW P036 8PG 

May 

HMS Tenby Association J34 and F65 

next reunion is at foeTrecarn Hotel. Torquay, 
on the first weekend ol May, Contact Jeff 
Mays on 01452 614459 or tl, Camomile 
Close. Coopers Chase. Abbey mead. Gkte 
GL4 5WF, or wff(By mays® virgin net 

HMS Narvik 1956-59 are hofo.ng fowr 
reunion from May 7. Contact Rod Jenkins, 
33. Paston Ridings, Paslon, Peterborough 
PE4 7UR or 01733 751019 Also seeking 
Sam Barnes, George Harbron, U Gdr Peter 
Hughes. Ll Oakley. PO George Peel, Doc 
Dqyte, Dutch Hollands. Erick Mills. Ralph 
O'Dell. Willy Spong, Afey Hurtock & TO 
George Sheldrake 

Landing Bargee will be having a reunion 
on May 701 at foe Seafteld Holef. 335, 
Promenade, Blackpool, tel 01253 346469 
Details Irom F W Smith, 0121 783 7598 
HMS Forester (H74) reunion at the York 
House Hotel, Eastbourne, on May 17-20 
Contact Trevor Lloyd, 6. Mafford Hill. 
Chippenham SN15 3NX. teH 01249 654420 
HMS Cavalier Association reunion al 
Chatham from May 28-31 DetaHs Irom Ski 
Anning on 01752 768201. Committee mem¬ 
bers: places for foe reunion showcase al the 
king Charles Hotel, Chatham, are last rurv 
ning oul - contacl Sid An™ng as above 
23rd A 26th Destroyer FfolUtes will hold 
next reunion at WO s and CPO s Mess. HMS 
Nelson, Portsmouth al 1800 on May 29. 
Contact Billy Swift, 37, New Rd, Lovedean, 
Hants P06 9RU, lei 01705 591032 

June 

HMS Tattoo, HMS Pique, 40MSF 1943 - 

46 have a reunton planned al Portsmouth 
June 2-4 Details Irom Arthur (Joe) Rue, 30, 
East Drive, Btonsden Abbey. Swindon, Wilts 
SN2 4 DP. tel 01793 734490 

Landing Craft Infantry (Small): A finai 
informal reunion will take place on June € at 
the Rising Sun, Warsash Call Rhona Moody 
on 01489 575494 or Frad Baker on 01279 
43053S for more details 

HMS Nightjar instep WRNS: Our next 
gathenng will be al the St Ives Hotel in SI 
Annas-on-Sea in June Enquiries with SAE 
please lo Margaret (Peggy) Johnson, 116. 
Head room gate Road, St Annas-on-Sea. 
Lancashire FY8 3BG or tel 01253 729013. 

HMS Brecon L76 1942-45 and 2nd 
Commission will have a reunion dinner on 
June 25 at Strafoalkan Hotel. Edgbaston, 
Birmingham, with a buff el-dance on June 26 
al Ihe Nautical Club, Birmingham. Contacl 
Doug Stevens. 29. Horseiars, He me I 
Hempstead. Herts HP3 9UH. tel 01442 
251839 


• A Bleriot XI at Osborne on August 4, 1913 , Arthur Charles Barnby of the RNAS is In the rear 
cockpit. Below: An Avro 500 at Upa von in the same year The pilot is Ms/. E. L. Gerrard of ihe 
Royal Marines Light infantry : Pictuns: Fteer Air Arm Museum 

Bleriot XI and Avro 500 


Wa have over many years been associated with the Royal Navy, holding Reunions tor: 
HMS EXETER, HMS SHEFFIELD, HMS NEWFOUNDLAND. HMS TENBY, 
HMS ARETHUSA. HMS CUMBERLAND, TON CLASS ASSOCIATION, 
CASTLE CLASS CORVETTE ASSOCIATION and foe PLYMOUTH RNA. 


The Trecam has 136 En-Stiie bedrooms with cotour TV. lea making lacdittos, and can 
accommodate up to 250 Guests. The hotel has a large Dining Room that can hold up to 300 
Guests, as well as two spacious Ballrooms and Bar areas, ideal for any association 
regardless ol its membership si*e 

For Information please contact: 

BRYAN PfTMAN - GENERAL MANAGER TEL 07803 329292 


the Veterans Association If you served al 
Gosport sand stones or pholos, lo be 
returned promptly, to John at 97. Green 
Crescent. Gosport. Haris POl3 ODW 

Navel Radar Trust: Do you know ol this 
trust, which commissioned Radar ar Sea by 
Lt Cdr Derek Howse in foe early 1990s, or 
where Chns White can buy foe book. Contact 
Chris at Apt 3DB, Edit Vaktecantos, Csseo. 
Maritime, 29600 MsrbeHa, Spain. 

HMS Derwent 1941^43 and HMS Derby 
43-44; Pad White would like into on these 
ships, in which his father (Bob ‘Knockeri 
White) served dunng foe Pedestal convoy 
and. foa Kalian fleet surrender. Contact Paul 
at 10, Wayfsnng Green, Badgers Holt, 
Grays. Essex PM 17 5JH 

HMS Andrew: R. Btodle is after into 
and/or a phoio of submariner CPQ Hediey 
Eastiek Please contact Mr Biddle at 5, The 
Leys. Esher Rd, Hersham, Surrey KT12 4LP. 

HMS Vengeance: William Sparkes seeks 
info aboul HMS Vengeance around 1900. I 
have a photo ol men forward Of a large 
bridge signed Shipwrights. HMS Vengeance 
vW 6 00 Contact Wlllteni at 646S Miller 
Rd. Swartz Creek. Michigan, 48473 USA. 

Hayltng Island: Pal Baxter wants info on 
a mock invasion on Hay ling Island Were you 
there? Did you help wifo preparations? Whai 
contact did you have with locals and how 
was (he accommodation? Contact Pal al 57, 
St Thomas Avenue, Hayiing Island. Hants. 

HMS Bftfow: Mick Wadding (on wants a 
photo of this ship, a converted whale hunter. 
Contacl 56. Akterton Bank. Moortown. Leeds 
LST7 5LG 

HMS Ferrite August 1942: Mrs Long 
wants to knew Ihe circumstances leading to 
foe dealh ol her fafoer. AB Norman Dsaflry 
He died on. August 20th from injuries sus¬ 
tained a lew days earlier. Contact Mrs E M 
Long, 29, Vine Crescent. Reading RG30 3LT, 


December 

Ex-Portland Police. Regulators: Russ 
Woolley has organised a reunion at 
Weymoufo Pofcce Station Social Club at 
2000 on December 5, wifo free buffet and 
disco Contact foe Security MAA on Portland 
ext 5420 or Russ Woolley On 01305 220830 
by Friday November 27. 

February 

Flegerd entry Sept 1953: The next 
reunion wtS be at foe Trecam Hotel. Torquay 
February 12 14, 1999 Enqumes to Ron 
Emerson, 6. Spnngwood Lane, Romiley. 
Stockport SK6 4JL. tel 0161 449 9259 

EX-Chatham P.R.O.R.M.ltes, Royals 
and WRNS: Is anyone willing to organise 
this event al Chatham as agreed a| the Iasi 
meeting? If not. W Bullimore will organise 
another one at Deal Interested parties, to 
run it or attend, please wnte (with SAE) to 
him at 200. Downs Rd. Deal CT14 7TN 

March 

HMS Diana Association will hold a mini 
reunion at the Norbreck Hotel. Blackpool, in 
March 1999 For details contact Gordon 
Woods on 01928 577694 

HMS Cassandra Association ho*d fowr 
reunion at the Strehon Hotel, Blackpool. 
March 26-29 Contact Bob Shead, 0114 230 
7007 or Joe Inca, 01705 375945 

RNXS East Anglia group annual reunion 
is at The Shipwreck, Sbottey Marina (former 
ly HMS Ganges Enright Stock) on March 28, 
1999 Contact Peter Brooke, 7. Penn Close. 
Capel St Mary. Ipswich IPS 2UE or tel 01473 
310T89. 

April 

HMS Cairo OH A: The next reunion takes 
piece al the Royal Sailors Home Club. 
Portsmouth, onAprii 10, t999, ftom 1100 to 


THE TRECARN HOTEL 

Babbacombe , Torquay 

The Naval Reunion Specialist 


ONE OF the best known aircraft during 
the first decade of fixed-wing flight was 
that designed by Louis Bleriot and used 
by him in his epoch-making cross- 
Channel flight in 1909 

It was a development of that aeroplane, the 
Bleriot XL that won the distinction ot becoming 
the first fixed-wing aircraft to be used in war¬ 
fare, when Capt Piazza of italy made a recce 
flight over Tunclsh troops at Azizia In 1911. 

Hardly surprising, then, that both the fledg¬ 
ling RN Air Service and the Royal Flying Corps 
included Bleriot Xls on strength In their first 
year in 1912* The aircraft were basically similar 
to that which made the Channel hop three 


years before t but instead of the 30hp engine 
which powered Louis's model, they nad 
Gnome 60hp engines which gave a maximum 
speed of 66mph at sea level. 

Also used in small numbers by the RNAS 
was the Bleriot Parasol, a development of the 
XI model with the wing braced above the fuse¬ 
lage. 

An aircraft which presaged the ubiquitous 
and highly successful trainer, the Avro 504 T 
also appeared in those very early years of the 
RNAS - the Avro 500, albeit In very small num¬ 
bers, This two-seat biplane was used by the 
Service s flying school at Chingford after the 
outbreak of war its Gnome 50hp engine giving 
a maximum speed of 62mph. 


■ Material submitted for this 
page should be brief, clearly 
written or typed, and 
addressed lo The Editor. 

■ Entries are free ol charge, 

■ Hems cannot normally be 
repealed, 

■ Reunions appear in date 
order, and requests to place 
an entry tn a particular edi¬ 
tion cannot always be met 

■ There may be a delay 
before items appear, due to 
Ihe volume of requests, 

fl Items pertaining to com¬ 
mercial work, books and 
publications for profit may be 
declined through lack of 
space - in such circum¬ 
stances the advertising 
department can help with a 
paid-for advertisement; con¬ 
tact 01705 725062. 


2 nights OBB £57.50 pp . 3 nights DBB £79.00 pp 
_ (prices Include Banquet me&t} _ 
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Property & Miscellaneous 
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v _ PROPERTY 
J | MANAGEMENT 


SPECIALISTS IN THE 
HOMES OF RN PERSONNEL 


f compr 
service which Includes 
attention to the smallest detail 

Tracey Mackes 

TEL:01705 861550'FAX M7058180A1 
263. Fawcett Rd. Southsea. Hants 


HAVEN HOLIDAY HOME, 
(IOW, NEAR COWES) book now 
1999. 01705 63 4774 



BELVOIR 


PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 


FORCESLINK 


Bdvoif Property Management maintain* offices ihrnughoyl ihc United 
Kingdom arid offers a complete personal and professional property 
service to Forces ami MOD personnel. With 10% discounts on start-up 
and Management costs, our fee for a full management service can be as 
little as 9% for long term lettings. We can provide advice on the full 
range of Mortgage services, including Buy lo-Let and Lel-io-Buy. and 
also property insurance, including Legal and Rent Protection. 

For a free information pack contact: 

BPM Forces! ink 
59 Green Field Crescent 
Waterloo vile 
POH9EL 

Tel: 01705 598236 e-mail: ForccaLinkfft BtIvQirgvu p c om 

See our home page at hap://WWW.Be!voirgroup.com a 



LOST MED ALS 

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 

FULL SIZE A MINIATURE 
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 

WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION 

RAYMOND D.HOLDICH 

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre 
7 W hitcomb Street 
London WC2H 7HA 
TEL 0171-93* 1979 
FAX 0171-930 1152 


EMBROIDERED 

Sweaters, Sweatshirts 
Polo shirts, Badges 

PRINTED 

TeeshirtSp Sweatshirts, 
Badges, Coffee mugs 
And Jolt more, ail from one supplier 

>40 artwork or sailing up coals on majority of poods 


BFPO tax-free uivlce 
Send tor our nww price list: 
Reynold Sports 

51 m, High Street. Uncoin, LN5 RAP 
Tel: 01522 513333 
Fax: 01522 530303 


. £2500 

.f 1000 

wmCottonGtom Pah . OJO 

Navy Stock Betots 6\-$ . ,£7M 

Any Association Wirt Beret Badge £4J0 

ftJiANavai Division Ties . 0,55 

RN Bow Tim . OSS 

Black Clip-on Tim . E4J0 

RN Buttons Larger 50, SmaBtlM 

RNAmi Ladies aaalm ....._..... it2.00 

Pace SBcAs 

W.RJLS Tricorn Hats . 


WMar Mnjwflt, BtaGk/Navy 

RNMMFAAFAA Aw. 00.00 

Havy Okie V-fteck Junvors ■ 

RNfamTAAfAA Asm .,.. . E12M 


RNARM RNPSAFAA FAA Assn 
Sweatsntns Navy, Gray, FAAFAA Assn . 
£rfl«:( shipping li i J 
imade to order ).. 


. m.75 
,£14J0 


. £11.00 


in Cap Badgoa..,...£11.DO 

Sword Knot _.C23.00 


.£70-00 

..£30.00 


all prices Include PAP 
1 TjWWkMri Drim,Slmm.Oidhmn r lanca.OL 

Tel/Fax; 01706 846646 

E-mail:- ittbroyfrineoneJMl 



_ -A photograph 

I of yourself in 
7 fllir in OfeJ uniform or 
Csr* <f your ship can be 

transformed into a 
beautiful oil painting. 


Perfect Gift for tt hunt otu . 


full Details: ISA, Walljvine Grove Rood, 
Weil on -Super- Marc 
Sdncnci BS234UJ. 

Qaole KN far l§% MacnwL 


TIES, BADGES & 
PLAQUES 

By Mail Order 

SHIPS/SQUADRONS/ 

REGIMENTS/CLUB 

HM Services and custom-made lor Clubs, 
Bands, Choirs, etc 
Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons & 
sundries 

Please send SAP tor lists 

THE HERALDIC CO, (GB) NN 
Over Briar, Beech Well Lane, Edge 
End, Coleford, Gloa. GL16 7HA 
TeL'Fax: 01594 632200 


-FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS - 

From own original paintings 



Over 400 available 

rim laminated with canvas tenure film 
to resemble an original oil painting 
sue 8'xl6‘ for £35plus PAP 
For list please send SAE lo: 
SEART. 5 THE CHASE, GOSPOflT, 

Hants poiarro 


REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES m 
PO BOX 45 
BECKENHAM 
KENT 
BR31GJ 

Tel: 0181 325 5193 
Medals - full size and miniature, 
mounted for wear. 

Blazer badges, buttons, ties 
and heraldic wall plaques 


PURE NOSTALGIA 

Own an individually hand-bull! 
waterline presentation model of your ship, 
perhaps k>ng gone but never forgotten 
Contact for further details 

Ron Hughes, 

Model Shipwright, 

Folds mo re. Bacton. Stowmarket 
Suffolk, IP14 4LF 
01449 761741 


REGIMENTAL TIES, blazer 
Badges. Cuff-Links, Buttons, 
Medals, Cap Badges, Mi titan a. 
£2,00 for list, Caimcross (DefL NN), 
3L Belle Vue Sl„ Filey, N. Yorks 
YOI4 9HLL 


TRACING SERVICE lost contact 
wiih friends or relaiives? Phone 
Derek on 0115 9763595 or Mobile 
07957 925123. Or write with details 
to: D Huichby, Enquiry Agency. 
2 Dcepdenc Way. Bells Lane Estate. 
Nottingham NG8 6BX 



WORCESTERSHIRE 
MEDAL SERVICE LTD 

56 Broad Street, Sidemoor. Rromsgrovc. Worts B6| 8LL 
Tel: (01527} 635375 or Fax: (01527) 57679S 

Specialists ip Rititnins, Full Size & Miniature Medals and 
Medal Mounting either for wear or display. 

Send SAE or call for comprehensive price list of 





BTre 

Cmla uiiil oidcn icccpud by w fn 


■■■ 
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ry. ENGRAVING 

s' Service Available 

GLOSSOP TROPHIES 

JIBM^^^Manutacture Pewier Tankards Trophies. Goblels and 

I fP 1 Hip Flasks 

l ’ ^Tankards engraved with Budge Crest from C5 50 * VAT 
J ft SEND FOR 0OR FREE CA TA LOGUE 

1} TEL: (D114) Z76S554 FAX: lOt 14} 2750377 

K 6L0SS0FS TROPHIES. 66 BROAD STREET, SHEFFIELD S2 ALE 


U-NEED-US at 


LARGE SELECTION OF> 

PARTY POPPERS, STREAMERS, BALLOONS, 
NOVELTIES, PARTY HATS, CRACKERS, PAPER/FOtL 
DECORATIONS, TABLE STATIONARY ETC 

30 Arundel Street, Portsmouth POI 1NW 
Phone 01705 623013. Fax 01705 736943 
B.F.P.O orders welcome (nil VAT) tree catalogue available 

Established in Portsmouth Over 75 Years ago 



HMS RFA & RNA WALL SHIELDS 
Handmade to order 



@ Cram 
CcpynaTf 


6fn k 7 1 ft 


£21.20* Inc UK posted* 

’ add £1.45 lor optional rnoSlte scroll 
Up to 40% discount wNh quantity orders 
C&A BEHARRELL 
107, Victoria Avenue, Hull, HU5 3EF 
Tel/Fax; 01482 213398 
Please send SAE for Brochure 


P.O.S.H. CARS 


Specialising in 

Dock - Airport Transfers 
Tel: 01705 421000 
Fax: 01705 719000 
Port Out Starboard Home 


GET 

PROMOTION! 


T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, Polos, 
Rugby Shirts, Hooded Tops, 
Singlets, 

Baseball Hats, Ties, 
Embroidered 
Badges and Jumpers,^ 
Pennants, Mugs, 

Sports Bags and Holdalls, 
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits 


AS PROMOTIONS 

12, Avenue Industrial £ si ate. 
Justin Road, London. £4 BSU 
Telephone 0181-522 32B3 
Fax OtBl 531 7298 


TRAVEL 

& SKI 



CAP TALLIES 
AN Y SHIP 

M — MANY IN STOCK 

'j| For cTjmprffanjivf list pirate srmd SAE 

SHIPS BADGES 
SILK/WIRE ships badges and 

TIES FOR ASSOCIATIONS 
SPECIALIST BADGE SUPPLIES 


l 

TEL Ml 7 PJJ7W7 FAX: 9329542 




40% 

BBIdirect 


0118 981 0222 


iron 

FIKB 


Condoms by Post 

Matos 36 

Natural £11.65 

Variety £12.75 

Ribbed £14.85 

Oureic 36 

Fetherlite £11 65 
Gossamer £11,65 
Extra Safe £11.75 


EMBROIDERED BADGES 

CUMMERBUNDS.TIES 

Cap Tatties. Sweatshirts. 
Ships Crests 6 8' 12 
Printed T Shirts dnri Sasebaff Caps 
All made to order 

Ross Art Embroidery 

7 Wall Road, Gwineai. Hayle 
Cornwall TR27 5HA 
Tel Fax 01736 850724 


For a price list write to 
Miranda Associates Ltd. PO Box 80 
Gerrards Cross, SL9 8QX 


THOUSANDS OF NAUTICAL 
SOUVENIRS, Memorabilia. Hags, 
sextants, logs, clocks, telescopes, 
lights, models, chronometers, 
cutlasses, cannonballs, Maritime 
items wanted Nautical Centre, 
Harbour Passage, Hope Square, 
Weymouth. Tel: 01305 777638, 


MARINE ARTIST 

ANY SHIP, SCENE OR 
SETTING PROFESSIONALLY 
PORTRAYED 

IAN FRASER (ex RN) 

37A Chi I well Road 
Beeston, Nottingham NG9 1EH 


LOST TOUCH with friends from 
your service days? Wc are dedicated 
to helping you gel back in touch. 
Forces Connect Association, 57 
Norwich Close, Lichfield, Staffs 
WS13 7SJ (SAE). 


ZiJenfworth 

the fhofrrers 

FORMERLY CORIVO PRODUCTS 

High quality pewtef tankards, 
hip flasks, goblets, plates and 
much more. Engraved with 
Ship's Crests, Badges and 
Logos to your own designs. 
Competitive prices. 

Full colour brochure. 

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 

Tankard Hou**, 25 LMbmiH (toad. Sheffield Si 3JA 
Id 0114 272 SS76 F*a 0114 J 72 6651 



WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 



Hand painted on wooden base 6in x 7in 

£23,50 + £1,40 UK Postage, 

REDUCED PRICES given for orders ol 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10, 25, 50 and 100 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 

(minimum 36) 

Specialist experience over 85 years 

C,H,MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House, 3 St Johns Road 
St Johns, Woldng, Surrey GU21 1SE 
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627 


GREENBURGH’S 

(THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TAILORS) 


WALL PLAQUES 



7 ins x 6 ins 


HAND PAINTED ON WOOD BASE ANY DESIGN 

£21 .50 +£1 i50 UK POSTAGE 

QUANTITY DISCOUNTS FOR SIX OR MORE 
BADGES WIRE OR SILK, ANY DESIGN OR QUANTITY 
TIES CLUB, REGIMENTAL OR YOUR OWN DESIGN 
MEDALS MIN OR FULL SIZE (STATE REQUIREMENTS) 
Send SAE tor quotes end pries H«t 

49 DEREK AVENUE, HOVE. SUSSEX 
BN3 4PE. TEL/FAX: (01273) 416138 




'SHIPMODELS 

Professional modeller 
taking commissions for 
naval vessels ,Also builds 
aircraft and military 
vehicles and figurines. 

For details write or phone, 
Mr Ion Ruscoct 29 Eagle Street, 
ft unity, Slukr*tm Trent, Staffordshire, 
L ST13PD Tel No. Qim 239485, A 


Dennis Computers 

(SHOP OPENING SOON) 

DISCOUNT FOR HM FORCES, 

THE BEST NEW/USED SYSTEMS 
YOU CAN AFFORD. 

WE FIND YQ3J THE BEST SYSTEMS 

CALL US ON, 

01705 614774 


Floral Gifts # 


Say it with Flowers,,. 

Bculiful Ait All c 

r 



t$ -y 




Joys Roses 

Flowers A Cuddlies 

12 RED OR YELLOW ROSES.£13-45 

40 FREESW At FERN ...- £14,75 

SO SPECIAL MIXED FLOWERS....... £22-50 

CHRISTMAS BOUQUETS 
A BEAUTIFUL SELECTION OFIONC LASTING 
RED OR GOLD CARNATIONS PLUS EUCALYPTUS 
FINE GREENERY 

ID BLOOMS __£12.50 20 BLOOMS ■■■• ■■ £18.50 

PLEASE ORDER NOW FOR CHRISTMAS 
C/C WILL NOT BE DEBITED UNTIL DEC 
ALL OC ACCEJTED. CHQS MADE PAYABLE TO 
JOYS ROSES. FLAMINGO. ST SAMPSONS. 
GUERNSEY. CL GY2 4WB 
TEL 0L4S1 4670S FAX 01481 4^406 
, USE THIS AD AS AN ORDER FORM PLEASE 


F O R Ct K T- M H - N OT 
FLO R A L 1 > K SIC; N S 

Flm uo inf h l\,%,*Mhtv 


Guarealetd Ddhen Ditcs (IK & M Only i 

Seasonal Xmas Box U4.99/HW 
Mixed Tulip Box £10.9916,99 
U Red Rose £9,99 \2x Hid Rases £24.99 
Lilies £16.99 Fnxsus A Foliage Ben £17.99 
Bins: Chocs (230gl £4S0. JatRcs Bear' £3,00 

Tel/Fax 01652 6IS026 

21 School L«* T Booby, BR1GC, DN2Q OFF 


flowers from 

toORNWALI? 

Quality flowers 
delivered by 1st class 
post for any occasion 



T ™ 


Seasonal Flmt'crs 

from £9-95 


COME TO THE MANUFACTURERS 
R CUT OUT THE MIDDLE MAN!? 
WE MAKE EMBROIDERED BADGES, 
CRESTS R GARMENTS WE PRINT 
STICKERS, T-SHIRTS, SWEATSHIRTS. 
WE ARE THE BIGGEST PRODUCERS 
OF PERSONALISED COFFEE MUGS 
IN EUROPE AND SUPPLY MOST OF 
THE WORLDS ARMED FORCES. 
TOP QUALITY, 1*t CLASS SERVICE, 
UN II EAT ABLE VALUE It 
CALL NOW FOR DETAILS & PRICES, 


TERRA ME PROMOTIONS, 1FJCHANE HOUSE, 
WHISRY WAY (NO TST. LINCOLN LNb 3LQ 
TEL (Oimi 697000 / FAX: tOISfi) 6971S4 


I'isa/Accesi accepted (please stale 
expiry date) Chef ues/PO/a payable 
to Flan-erf from* Cornwall. 

P.Q . fliJT 16, St Ives, 
Cornwell, TR26 2BR 
Tel: 01736 754003 


¥ 


% 


BIRTHDATE NEWSPAPERS 

lmti|uin| Gih Idea Genuine Archive Editions 
of The Tlnwt or DaiK Eiprvu. Your choice of 
dntc Ideal lor bgnhJjy/anniverwy 
pmenlilion. 

£19,95 each, my three durs £4$ inc p&p ind 
Autheruk iiy Certifkaie 
24 hour despatch 

Papers Past, Ijingstone, St Mary's, 
Isles of Stilly 1K21 0\W 
Tel: 01720 422924 I Jny day until 9 pm i 
















































































































































































&BZUDS... 


wwo’syovxj? 


ftaffCP-WEVS, 'BOUQV'E'TS 

& flwmnig-EMT.irizs 

‘/OX ALL OCCASION* 


mttmfwunwxfcnm&v'm > 
miLom t fitaVB& 

f TEL: 01705b)400* 
f.<UV 0170S fr 1*90# ■> * 



Remember The 
Good Old Navy 



Framed Photographs 


ito M0mi Prmwl 

fflff 8R0CHURC 

Wright & Logan fisusa 

20. Oueen Slneu Portsmouth PQ1 3HL 
TEL 01706 829665 / FAX 01705 861694 


Season's Greetings 
to alt our ctistoniers 


Merry Christmas 

and a Happy \evi Tear 
Come and see us in 1999 

-— 4 - 

Royal Navy ^ 
Submarine Museum 

UivlirJflU Rand, 4oif«n. ttuttipshirr. Irt •I'M ^51" 
1-mail rntubil mbqminf'nuifuMirio|i.(i.uli 


D DAV 



The remarkable exploit of 
an Amateur Film Maker 
who smuggled his camera 
aboard a paddle steamer 
and sailed to Normandy 
with the invasion fleet on 
D Day 1944. # 



Unique 45 minute video - 
mostly in COLOUR 
Send cheque for £15.00 to:- 
Tony Blake, 49 t Chestfield Rd. 
Whitstahle, Kent CT5 3LD 



CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
AND BEST WISHES FOR 
A HAPPY AND 
PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 

TO ALL OlJR MEMBERS 

WITH A SPECIAL THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR PATRONAGE DURING 1998 
from the 

Management and StafT of the 

S# Royal Sailors’ Home Club 
Queen St reet, Portsmouth 




Warmest Greetings 

and heartfelt thanks to all our 
loyal friends from 

MFK 

Medal Framing Kits Sunderland 



Do.. 

Mir 


iic sure you luw i sackful of balicries in (hr 
ntsi i you dm‘l buy imthins dial needs 
ewy one dse will 
akf sure whit turkey is comeah dressed lor 


Mr 


w: 


S eal grandma so that her tihows ire siihio striking 
lisunce of grandad when he nark imbihmg the 
(Irtnirus spirit 

VoncA, whauser ywr hiitdMnd/boyiiMii^ asb for, 
r buy him soraHiang tram the dcctnc leal range 
He may ml appreciate k on for day bw he certainly wilt 
when you (foe him kwt jobtbt after dmaraa* 

TnMle both (he parents and the in-laws lo lunch on the 
Isune day, You (enow it's going to be bell, brt al Jexs 
tou can get the duly crtcriaaifoig out af foe way in one 
fdl swoop and then on with (he huaneBtfafoviDg 
yottrsdves 

fake sure iftw keys to every air in the household are 
I Indeed up in a hank mb lor the doranon of the 
holiday. Thu way no one wfll be ton .pled to break the 
law and you will trave the perfect exoar to avoid those 
rcfathes who can only to you if joa pjdt foe® up. 
|uy your teenager a music gift voucher rafoer than i 
i. Then you will be sal eh back ai work before foe 
house starts vibrating to foe sound of SV5H1 

I nvite wmr boss to your party If focy do foe 
honourable thing and leave while everyone b stJJJ 
sober, you will have impressed foe® w«b your 
peoerasity. If they stay mail foe btner end they will not 
be In a position ® throw acmes at work on Monday 

Have a wonderful Christmas! 


ms 


Don't... 

B ny anything that needs butenes Vw know that you 
will ulttmaieh end up paying lea times more for 
these fow you did for foe onpual item 
PM® think about trying i substitute gift on foe 
lUoit/diugbirr After foe obligatory "it's girai 
mumW. they will take foe hrst opportunity to use 
focir accumulated Outstmas money lor wfal yon 
nrigiiulh promised and your gift will be traded at 


S eat grandma within striking distince of of g 
(see 3 of Do'S) after il Its his Christmas loo 

B e mo enfoustahe about foe tartan wool slippers 
auntie Beryl gives you or you will get a pair every 
Ouctmas br the rest of her life 

[ hi. H ftlft* spodbcalb requested don't buy 
lingerie for tout «iWgutfriend What you think is 
sensual she will think is obscene and vw will invariably 
buy foe fop ton big and foe bottom loo small This 
k*m her wondering who you think you haw boa 
living with for all these yean. 

under uo arramstaflces buy your 
Uiloprtfrtefld fa) a cookery book (foe will think 
you are comparing her unfavourably with your mother) 
(b) chocolates (you KNOB she is always on a fori) or 
(c) membership of a gym ffois is tike (effing her foe 
diet isn't working). 

I nvite both foe parents and foe in laws to lunch on foe 
same day unless reu ait afoer extremely bta* r 
cuitflah foolhardy or fortified wilh copious quantities 
of Christmas qxrit 

pHga in wviie your neighbour; m foe pam, it 
1 oatataly heats a visit from the Police 


MS 


m: 



POSTCODE 






Gl^nas 


A word of thanks to you alt for your kind and thoughtful support. 

THE ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION j 
Once Navy Always Navy % 

"The Association, which is for all serving arid former officers, men and women jj 
of the Royal Navy. Royal Marines, WRNS, QARNNS and iheir Reserves, has 
had a busy year giving support to those leaving the service, looking after the 
f% needy, re-uni ting shipmates, supporting naval charities and 

sea cadet units and selling up new branches". 


PUSSER’S RUM THE OFFICIAL RUM OF 
THE ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 

Are pleased to support the objectives of your 
Association 

Passer’s Rum is available through branches of: 

NAAFI, THRESHERS, 
and other leading stores and olT-I ice rises 

H -*§--I 

Please send me details of RNA Membership 

NAME:. 

ADDRESS:. 



May festive moments and joyous times abound. 

We appreciate your continued support 

THE ROYAL BRITSH LEGION 
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flflf 

Options 



Congratulations to the Winners in our 
"Go Tenpin Bowling” competition in the 
September issue — 

Mr O Davies of Hampshire, Miss A Ross of Devon 
and Miss J Savory of Bedfordshire. 


Congratulations also to the Winners of our 
"Keith Holmes " competition — 

Mr R Gillman of Bristol, Mr E Davies of Hampshire 
and Mr Dabber of Devon. 



Your favourite Country Club 
wishes you a 


Merry 

Christmas! 



from Hawf Hows 
all oar advertisers 



OH COMF ALL 

YE FAITHFUL 


A MERRY 
XMAS & 
HAPPY NEW 
YEAR TO ALL 
OLD AND 
NEW 
PUNTERS 




If yqu inow the answers to the 
FOLLOWING 3 QUESTIONS YOU COULD WIN 
THIS SUPERB PICTORIAL HISTORY, DONATED BY 

Bishops printers of Portsmouth 
celebrating the centenary of 


Portsmouth Football Club ^ 


POKTHMOUn' 
FOOl'IlM'- 1 ll) 

Q3 IW* 

A aT u 


b— 


1. In wfiat year did Alan 
Rogers arrive at Fratton? 

2. Which Club did he come 
from? 

3. How much did he cost 
Portsmouth F,C? 


Closing date for entries is 4th January 1999 and the winner will be notified by 
the 8th of January 1999. The Judges decision is final and no correspondence will 
be entered into. The competition is not open to employees of Navy News or 
their families. Send your answers, on a postcard, to: 

The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Queen Street, Portsmouth, Hants. POI 3HH 


China Beal Country Club. Saltash. Cornwall PL126LJ 
Tel: (01752) A54644 Fas: {01752) 840456 
E-mail; satesSchina-tleef co uk Web Site: wwwxhina-fteel co u 



Seasons 
(greetings 

all our friends near and far 
from the 

ROYAL 

NEW ZEALAND 
NAVY 


Province Of Natal Hotel 

S> Greenhill, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 73R 

Mtindy, John and Jamie wish all our visitors from 
the past year a merry Christmas and a happy new year 
and we look forward to seeing you during 1999 
the 50 lh Anniversary of the hotel 

A hotel for serving and ex-serving RN, RM, WRNS or QARNNS 
personnel and fheir reservists, fain I lies and dose relatives* 

We also eater for small ships reunions 
English Tourist Board rated Three Crown - Commended 
Group booking discounts available 
For more information Tel: 01305 784108 or Fax: 01305 770575 





LOCATED WITHIN THE ROYAL NAVAL MUSEUM HM DOCKYARD 


Royal Naval Museum 

Trading Company Limited 


Teddies • Pusser’s Rum» 

and many more items available 

Phone for a free catalogue, 
quote ref: RHWI1 


incorporating *BOSJJJl £ 
the Bookshop 



I 


With over 20 years experience and over 500 titles, we can help you 

find that new or used book or even a gift with a maritime theme* 

We can search for antiquarian and out of print books 
FREE book list on request 

Mail Order Hotline: 

Tel! 01705 020682 Fax: 01705 821881 

E-Mail: navalmuseum@cixxQ.Lik _ 


The Royal Naval Museum Trading Company Limited 
No.9 Store, HM Naval Base, Main Road, Portsmouth, POI 3PY 

www.royaf naval museum trading company limiied.co.uk 


REMEMBER THAT ENTRANCE IS FREE TO THE HISTORIC DOCKYARD! 


A Very tHappy 
Christmas to 
all oar Customers 


A 


NAAFI) 

nancial 


PORTSMOUTH 

PLYMOUTH 

CULDROSE 


SERVICES 


01705 811 870 
01752 605 448 
01326 562 202 


Greetings of the 
Season 


Now it's our time to send a 
message of thanks to you 
for your business and "trust 

From 

GAR1AN FLATS 

MANAGEMENT & STAFF 


12 MONTH GUARANTEE 



SHIPS PORTHOLE CLOCKS 
IN HEAVY CAST BRASS 

Every clock and barometer is set in a heavy brass casing that has 
been cast in solid brass and painstakingly machined and 
polished to a beautiful finish* All products come with 5mm thick 
bevelled glass. We can engrave ships name on dial, cost £5 

Mounted on a mahogany plinth £01 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £33 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £74 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £76 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £57 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £59 


BUILT IN UK 


61 n Porthole clock £71 
61 n Dial Porthole barometer £73 
Sin Dial Porthole clock £64 
Sin Dial barometer clock £66 
3Vain Dial Porthole dock £51 
3Vsin Dial Porthole barometer £53 

3V2in Dial Porthole clock and barometer on mahogany plinth £112 
5 in Dial Porthole clock and barometer on mahogany plinth £138 
Postage and packing, add £5 (UK) and £20 (overseas) to 
Royal Mariner, Dept NN, 8. Cooke & Son Ltd., Kingston Observatory, 
__ 58 59 Market Place, Hull HU1 1RH 

CJ Telephone 01482 223454 224412, Fax 01482 219733 Jhh 


SEASONAL 

GREETINGS 

from the RNBT 


A A 


AAA A A 



The RNBT helps past and present Sailors, Royal Marines and their dependants. 

Established In 1922 r the RNBT Inis helped about half a million Naval people and their families over the years. 
Today, the RNBT gives almost £2 million each year to meet a wide variety of needs and provides a residential 
home for old Sailors and Royal Marines, 

Lor more Information or advice please call: 01 705 060290 


The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust, Castaway House, 
311 Twyford Avenue, Portsmouth P02 8RE 


* W y 

THE ROVAL NAVAL 
), BENEVOLENT TRUST 
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CMMSTMAS €MA€K 



Navy News has put together an extra special 

RANGE OF NAUTICAL GIFTS JUST IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS 



r 


\ _ > _ / 

r 


v 

SIMON OF AMETHYST 
MUG 

This fine hone chlrut mug. nwdc in England 
tells the story of Simon 5 bnfve life. 

Tree presentation card Included, 

£8.99 each UK 

£9.74 each Surface Mail Abroad 




CCflOWN COPY RIGHT, MOD 
RapmlUCrf with !l>» jwmilSflMn 
01 the Conliollcr al HUSO 



NAVY BLUE BASEBALL 
CAP WITH GREEN 
SUEDE PEAK 

100% cotton with green suede effect 
stiffened peak And back slie adjuster. 
Finished with the embroidered Royal Navy 
motif an the front, 

£7.99 each UK 

£8.49 each Surface Mail Abroad 


ROYAL NAVY STATUETTES 

Navy News Is pleased to offer a collection of mlHtaiy 
statuettes depkdng the Royal Navy, The first two pieces 
featured are an Officer and Seaman of the Napoleonic era. 

The Figures each measuring approximately 8' In scale, are 
cast In "CoM Bronze” or "White ware’, Cutlasses and 
other finely detailed hems are ”spun" In pewter and 
meticulously added during the assembly phase. Lach 
bronze finish casting, once assembled is meticulously 
hand buffed'. With each hand painted figure the colours 
are Layered' onto the design to create depth of finish and 
subdeties of light and shade. AB (he collections are then 
seated under a topcoat of fine 20% gfoss lacquer to 
preserve c larky and colour-Fastness, 

Hand painted figures are sold complete with their own 
fully framed Story Scroll, (the Brorue designs Include 
the Scrolls but untrained! and each figure Includes a 
rosewood wooden presentation detachable stand. 

Bronze £68.00 each 

Hand Painted £96.00 e^h 

+ 14 00 p- p UK. Please enquire for overseas prices. 



HMS ILLUSTRIOUS JIGSAW 

This 2 SO piece collectors wooden jigsaw makes a 
challenging and entertaining puzzle. 

Every piece Is a different shape with selected 
objects associated with the picture. Includes a black 
velvet draw bag to store the pieces. Size 
approximately 250mm x 360mm 

£1 7.99 each UK 

£18.74 each Surface Mail Abroad 



ROYAL NAVY CROWN OR 
ANCHOR CLOCK PAPERWEIGHTS 

These two solid brass paperweights have been hand polished and gold plated. The dock 
insert Is a swiss quartz movement and is accurate to +/- 0*15 seconds per month. The battery 
has an estimated life of 27 months. Presentation Boxed. 

£2 1 .99 cacti UK 
£22.99 each Surface Mall Abroad 

Calling all Navy Newi f Subscribers - Did you know - that by quoting your 
unique subscriber number, you can get f 0% discount off any of Navy News' 
own promotional items advertised throughout the paper. 


Shown 

of 


BELOW IS JUST A SMALL RANGE OF WHAT WE HAVE AVAILABLE. FOR MORE DETAILS 

Navy News items phone 01705 733558 for a FREE colour brochure 



CLEAR CRYSTAL 1 /2PT 
TORO TANKARD 

£26.36 each UK (Please enquire for overseas prices) 


each Surface Mail Abroad 


MINI RAZOR SET 

£7.99 each UK 

£8.74 each Surface Mall Abroad 


DELUXE TRIPLE PEN SET 

£39.99 each UK 
£40.75 each Surface Mall Abroad 


To order any Item on this page Write to The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, P01 3HH* 

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by Cheque/international Money Order 
in E sterling and drawn on UK bank or for payment by Credit Card/Switch/Solo, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4. 

Please allow 28 days for delivery, 

NB NOTE NOT ACTUAL SIZE 
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• Cold stare - a penguin looks across to HMS Edinburgh, anchored at Grytviken in South 
Georgia just before she ended her South Atlantic deployment. The destroyer was due back in 
Portsmouth at the end of November, having handed over to HMS Sutherland. While at South 
Georgia T six members of the ships company tried cross-country skiing for the first time. Led 
by Sgt Ginge Booth RM (ML), they headed for Guti Lake , used as a reservoir for the old what* 
ing station, and visited the grave of Sir Ernest Shackteton. p»oum Jorxn 


to announce the sfaakinaef the 
tern Service MedJ^ JJjJJ* 
Available now. 

This supe: 
commem 
has been d 
commemo; 

Eastern an 
theatres im 

Hong Koi 
Gulf, Sue 

Iraq, Kuwait Indga," 
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b^JJacceflK Be among the first to hold this medal by 
responding uxiay, or order one as a gift for ;t friend or relative 
Please serid cheques or postal orders 
lade payable to "DPS Awards" to: 

DPS Awards, PO BOX 6961, 
Bromsgrove, B61 8LA. 

W Tel : 01527 831583 
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RN parades 
at Portland 

THE OFFICERS, men and 
women from HMS Osprey 
said an official farewell 
when 230 of them exer¬ 
cised the Freedom of 
Portland by parading with 
a ceremonial White 
Ensign and guard. 

The parade was led by 
the Band of HM Royal 
Marines BRNC and by 
Cap! John Harvey, 
the three-mile march 
paused at Portland 
Cenotaph for a Service of 
Remembrance, 

Personnel have already 
started leaving the Dorset 
base, which closes in 
February. 


MOD looks at 
fire procedures 

A FIRE safely management sys¬ 
tem is being introduced into the 
workplace by the Ministry of 
Defence. 

While MOD already has proce¬ 
dures lo safeguard personnel 
from the risk of fires, it has decid¬ 
ed I ha I t hose measures need to be 
reinforced by a format manage¬ 
ment system, The move is a result 
of a review of procedures which 
took place with the introduction 
of the Fire Precautions 
(Wi nk phi ec J Reg u I a I io ns 199 7. 

The Ministry intends to have 
the whole Defence estate assessed 
under the fire safety management 
system within five years, starting 
in April. It will he applied k> all 
buildings in the Naval estate and 
will include a fire safety risk 
asscsstne n I. 

M o re de tail s a re t n R N I )e I c n ec 
Council Instruction 153/98. 

Sailors help 
build bridge 

TWO Navy men were involved in 
the coil si ruction of a bridge in a 
sensitive part of I he countryside. 

Lt Gordon Morrison was in 
command of a Joint Air Transport 
l. valuation Uni I which used an 
RAF Chinook to lift four hr Edge 
sections, each 20 metres long and 
weighing lour tons, into place 
without disturbing the archaeolo¬ 
gy along pan ol Hadrian's Wall, 

CPO(AH) Third was also pari 
of the 18-man team. 

The bridge is part ol an 80-mile 
National Trail from Wall send lo 
Bow ness which will he completed 
by 21)0 L 

Busy retirement 

VETERANS thing in the Royal 
Naval Benevolent Trust's residen¬ 
tial home in Chatham have a full 
social diary' this month. 

The residents of Pembroke 
House, ex-sailors and Royal 
Marines with an average age of 82, 
have been invited to six Christmas 
parlies, carol-singing and church 
services, as weft as their own 
Christmas lunch. 

Much of Ihe travel will be in 
iheir own Mercedes minibus, pro¬ 
vided by the Royal Naval 
Association in May. 


Zj'ppo Lighters 

with your crest 
Minimum order 50 


OfUNdCLEAf 


For full details complete the coupon below and send to: 


ZIPPO UK LTD. Unit 27, Grand Union Centre, 336B Ladbroke 
Grove, London W10 5AS Tel: 0181 9640666 Fax: 0181 9680400 

Please send me full details aboul how to obtain Zippo lighters with 
my Ships crest 

NAME- _ 

ADDRESS ___ 


equality drive 
wins plaudits 


THE ROYAL Navy has won 
three major awards for iIs eth¬ 
nic recruitment policy. 

The successes came at the 
British Diversity Awards, organ¬ 
ised by Veu impart Journal* For: 

■ Fro mo i i ng d i v e rs i t y praet ice - 
in 1996 the Navy launched a major 
programme u> raise awareness 
among Britain's ethnic minorities 
about equal opportunities policies 
and careers opportunities. 

Much credit goes to ( dr Keith 
Manchanda. w ho tackled some neg¬ 
ative perceptions of ihe Navy, and 
raised the Navy's profile at events 
such as ihe No it ing Hill Carnival, 

■ Boosting employment pot co¬ 
ital the Directorate of Naval 
Recruiting has significantly 
increased recruit mem from elhnic 
minority groups. The percentage 
of entrants lo non-officer posts has 
risen four-fold over Ihe period lo 
ihe end of June, and applications 
and selections for officers doubled. 

■ Diversity enhancement - an 
award open to all members on the 
Diversity Register. 

Two special awards were made; 
one to RN hero LSA Francis 
M o 1 1 a lit m ed fo r h u m a n i Lari a n work 
in Africa, and the oilier, a Diversity 
Practitioner Award* to ihe RN, 

Second Sea l ord Admiral Sir 
John Bngsloeke, said: "1 am 
delighted ihe work we have been 
doing to promote equal opportune 
ties in the Services and in encour¬ 
aging people from ethnic minority 


communities to join the Royal 
Naw have been recognised." 

The work on equal opportunities 
by Ihe Ministry of Defence was high¬ 
light led by former head of tile US 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. General Colin 
Powell ai an MOD conference. 

In his keynote address. General 
Powell said: l am pleased lo be 
standing alongside my comrades in 
the British Armed Forces for a 
campaign of great importance - I 
congratulate you on the efforts you 
have made. 

"This crusade is in the besi 
interests of Her Majesty's Armed 
Forces and the UK as a whole. I 
wish you Ihe very best as you pros¬ 
ecute this war/' 

C 'o n fc re nce h os I G co rge 

Robertson, the Defence Secretary, 


said "We want to see armed forces 
which truly re licet our increasingly 
multi-cultural society, and one in 
which women, as well as men, have 
every opport unity to progress. 

The conference was attended by 
com m u n ity le ad e rs, p rofess i on a Is 
and academics across the Held of 
equal opportunities. 

Sir Herman Ouscley, Chairman 
of l he Commission for Racial 
Equality, said: “ The overt altitudes 
now displayed and commitment 
given at the highest levels of the 
Armed Forces hy Ihe Chiefs of 
Staff for all three Services present 
a powerful, unambiguous message 
to all, in and out of the Services, 
that there is a transformation tak¬ 
ing place and the process is an irre¬ 
versible one." 


Navy plans new RAFT 

THE NAVY has revealed details of a plan to build a platform in the 
Tamar for loading and unloading weapons. 

The £12.8 million RAFT (Remote Ammunitioning Facility 
Tamar), a mid-river jetty, would be used for handling all conven¬ 
tional weapons for both ships and submarines. 

By combining alt such operations at Bull Point, the risk of a 
major accident through an explosion in Devonport Naval Base 
would be reduced, but thousands of residents in Saltash would 
fall into the new 2.5km nuclear pre-planning countermeasures 
zone, automatically drawn around nuclear submarines. 

Public meetings have been held, and the proposals go to a 
Caradon District Council meeting this month before being con¬ 
sidered by Plymouth planners early next year 
The MOD hopes work can start in June next year, to be opera¬ 
tional by the end of 2001. 


'Don't panic' over fitness tests 


COMPULSORY annual fitness tests are to 
be introduced by the Royal Navy in April - 
but there's no need to panic, according to 
the team behind the initiative. 

Under the first stage, male personnel aged 
under 25 will have to run 2.4km in less than 12 
minutes, and women in less than 14. 

That stamina test will be supplemented by a 
power and strength test in the following year, 
and will be age and gender free. It will be related 
to firefighting, casualty evacuation and damage 
control tasks and is being developed by the 
Institute of Naval Medicine. 

Compulsory tests for those aged 25 and over, 
but under 30 will be introduced in 2000 and tests 
for those aged 30-35 In April the following year. 
The test for under 40s will come in 2002, and for 
under-50s in 2003, although the stamina test for 
the over-40s is likely to take the form of a non 
weight bearing cycle ergometer test. 

ATI Naval personnel under 50 will be included 
in the programme by 2004, but It will be volun¬ 
tary for the ovenSOs, Ninety days notification of 
the test will be in pay statements. 

From April, male personnel under 25 must be 


able to run 2.4km in 11 minutes (13m 15s for 
females). From 20QO t the over-25s must run the 
distance in 11m 38s (13m 50s tor women). 

Standards for those aged 30 and over are still 
being evaluated, 

RN Fitness Tesling Officer Lt Graham Cooke 
said: "People may be panicking but there is no 
need - these are achievable, 

"If people want it t the help will be there, and 
there is a sympathetic remedial programme." 

Lt Cooke said it is not a question of forcing a 
new lifestyle on someone, but working fitness 
elements into their existing lifestyle. 

Personnel who fail the test will be given a 
training package and will have to re-take the test 
within 90 days. That process will be repeated for 
a second failure, and on a third failure a medical 
check will be made, and if the person is found to 
be healthy there will be a continued programme 
of guidance and strictly supervised (raining. 
Future employability should also be assessed. 

There will be no direct administrative sanc¬ 
tions imposed specifically for failure during the 
staged introduction of the fitness test. 

More details are published in General Defence 
Council Instruction 233/98, 
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Education . Courses & Recruitment 



OakvJood SchooC 

Chichester 

'Boys & QxHs Z l /z — 11, (Boarding from 7} 

* Beautiful, secure setting 

* Warm family atmosphere 
+ Excellent academic record 

% Wide range of sports and activities 

* Fees = BSA 4- 10% 

| OAKWOOD SCHOOL - LAYING THE FOUNDATIONS j 

FOR DETAILS. PLEASH TELEPHONE: (01243) 57S2OT 



THE ROYAL SCHOOL, HAMPSTEAD 

Principal Mrs CA. Sjhson B A. (Own) 

INDEPENDENT BOARDING AND DAY 
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 7 - 18 YEARS 


A HOME FROM HOME FOR YOUR DAUGHTER 

Here in Hampstead, your daughter can receive an excellent 
education whilst studying in a caring, happy and secure 
environment. We provide: 

• A broad based curriculum, well qualified staff and small classes 

• Flourishing aclivilics including Sport, Drama, Dance, and Music. 

• Modern accommodation with good facilities. 

• Frequent educational and cultural visits. 

• Escort service lor young girls to travel lermini. 

• Very compciitive fees closely rclaied lo Boarding School Allowance 


Please contact: 

The Admissions Secretary, The Royal School, 
Hampstead, 65 Rosslvn Hill, London NYV3 5LD, 
Tel: 0171-794 7707 

A Registered chanty founded for the education of the daughters of servicemen 



Emhley Park 
School 


Tel: (017941512200 Fax: (017941518737 
v-mail: t'oihh'y parL .jc hoo((a virgin . net 


Registered Charity 
exiting to educate children 







THE SAME DAY 
C.V. COMPANY 


Ready to move on? 
Ring 

01753 890243 


Job Search & CVs 
for all Ranks of 


Service Personnel 



AMWAY • Your KEY to a better 
life. (All iircas/Countrics) Ring 
07971 382154 


CRUISE THE WORLD 


Work on luxury cruise ships. Have fun & 
adventure Earn up to £3,600 pm tax (fee 
Positions al ad levels For FREE 
mtormatKjn pack send two 26p stomps lo: 

Transitions Overseas 
(Ref.NN) 
PO Box 21832 
London SW6 5WE 


BE A 

PROFESSIONAL B00YGUARD 

FREE REPORT 

£ 

GETS YOU STARTED? 1 
CALL OUR 24HR HOTLINE ] 

HD*,Q* 0171-644-30751 

Or write to: 

ELITE MARKETING. 0EPT[NH) P.O.BOX 3113, 
MUCHA*. SURREY CR4 tQY LI K 


EXCITING! REWARDING! CHALLENGING! 


NORTHUMBRA POLICE 



ARE YOU QUALIFIED TO PREVENT CRIME? 
HAVE YOU BEEN TRAINED TO 
PREVENT CRIME? 

[f your answer to any of the above questions is no, 
then you need 

City & Guilds 7277 Crime Prevention Qualification 
bought to you by Northumbria Police and City & Guilds 

This js the only central Crime Prevention qualification available. The 
qualification and associated training course covers a wide range of relevant 
topics including Auio Crime, Crime Pattern Analysis, Drug Abuse, 
Personal Salcty and Workplace Violence to name just a few. 

To receive more information on training courses at Northumbria Police 
Headquarters, the distance learning option or becoming an approved 
training centre, contact: 


Gloria Stephenson 
(01661) 87255 extension 68436 


P RIVATE MOTOR YACHT 

[3RETkECHANICAL ENGINEERING OFFICER | 

A vacancy exists aboard for a challenging and satisfying role that would 
ideally suit either D.GT/D.TT Class 4 Certified Engineer, ex-Royal Navy 
CPO or PO Marine Engineer Artificer or Yachting Engineer with 
experience aged between 25 and 35, The successful applicant will join 
a highly professional team at the forefront of the luxury yachting industry 
on an 80 metre vessel cruising worldwide. 

The successful applicant will be highly motivated, flexible and innovative, 
with a wide ranging technical aptitude. The ability to travel is of course 
essential and great importance is placed on having an amiable character 
A non-smoker is preferred. 

In return the remuneration package will reflect a high regard for your 
ability. This includes a monthly salary paid tax free of U.S$ 3.600 plus 
allowances and a generous medical, life and accident insurance plan. 
Written applications are invited enclosing a full C.V with a contact 
telephone number and photograph to: 

Chief Engineer Ross Paterson* M Y Golden Odyssey, 

3802 Rosecrans Street* Box 487 San Diego* CA 921 10. USA 



Premier Training & 
Development is the leading 
provider of quality vocational 
training in fitness instruction 
and sports therapy. 

The training and qualifications 
gained can open up fulfilling 
and lucrative career 
opportunities in this exciting 
and rapidly growing industry. 


Our range of Diploma courses 
include tlie following modules: 

Fitness Instruction 2i Personal Training; Fitness Assessment & Health Appraisal: Optimum & Sports Nutrition; 
Lifestyle Management; Bod) Massage: Sports Massage; Sports Therapy & Rehabilttaf ion: Dtp, Optimum Nutrition; 
Exercise to Music Teachers; Exercise and Health for Seniors & Juniors; Adt Personal Training; Adv, Sports Therapy; 
Physical Activity & GP Referrals; Dip. Aromatherapy and Business Development. 


ENROL ON A COURSE AT ANY OF THE 
FOLLOWING TRAINING CENTRES 

Central London • Trowbridge • Windsor • Enfield • Guildford 
Oxford • Cardiff • Bournemouth • Southampton • Brighton 
Shrewsbury • Birmingham • Cheadle • Leeds • Newcastle • Edinburgh 




Training & Development Ltd 


Parade House, 70 Fore Street, 
Trowbridge, Wiltshire BA 14 8HQ 
Tel: 01225 353555 Fax: 01225 353556 


e.maiJ: enquifies@premiertdxo.uk www.premier!d co.uk 


To receive a copy of our training prospectus or lo find out 
about courses in your area please call 01225 553555 



iM t-vm* is mm 
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Options 


broaden Your Horizons... 

The Royal Naval Reserve (RNR) comprises civilian 
volunteers (Including ex-RN) to augment the Royal Navy 
In stretch, crisis, tension and wax, at sea and ashore. 




Reservists train at one of 
13 Reserve Training 
Centres across UK and 
worldwide throughout the 
Fleet. The commitment is 
2 weeks continuous train* 
ing a year plus an e vening 
most weeks and the occa¬ 
sional weekend. 

Uniform is free and naval 
pay and travelling expens¬ 
es are payable; in addition, 
most reservists qualify for 
an annual tax-free bonus 
(Bounty) - currently up to 
£1,050 pa. 


Recruits are normally British or Commonwealth subjects, 
aged between 16 and 33 years (43 for ex-RN), 
male or female and physically fit. 


For further information, contact your nearest Reserve Training Centre 
or Armed Forces Careers Office. 

For details at these phone 0345 300123 (24hrs) or 01705 727676, 


Recruitment & Business Opportunities 


WRA 



Vacancies - Immediate & within 12 
months of end of service 

CAT A & B Nuclear Watchkeepers, 
CCMEA/CPOMEA with gas turbine/ 
diesel electric experience 
Stores pro v ision i ng/Logi Stic specialists/ 

NOT Technician 
CV's to WRA, Prestleigh House. 38-40 Hendford. Yeovil, 
Somerset. BA201UW 

Tel No: 01935-412288/424865 Fax No: 01935-411755 
E mail: postmaster®wrajjk.com 


OIL RIGS 

The Essential Guide - 
FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED IN 
WORK OFFSHORE ON OIL RIGS AND 
DOESNT KNOW WHERE TO START. 

PACKED FULL OF ALL THE 
INFORMATION YOU WILL EVER NEED 
ABOUT OIL RIGS. 

* Books mini ■ 

01253 869608 

6 Clegg Aye. ThornidivCleveteys, 




Billets 


&fic< 


Office Angels is a RecmitnKsnt Consultancy, which has worked closely with the Navy for the 
past three years and prides itself on its unrivalled success at recruiting and placing Ex-Navy personnel 

At present we supply over 15 Naval Establishments with a variety of trained staff including: 


m DC 6 Tactical Systems Submarine 
Operators 

• Training Equipment Installation 
Co-ordinators 

ft Firefighting Instructors 

• Fire Hands 

• Sailrnakera 

• Buff ers Party 


• Secretaries^Administrators 

• AEM Course Planners 

• Hall Porters 

• Wardroom Clerks 

• MEM/MEA 

• FTIs 

• Writers ( UPO/Regisiry/Legal) 


* Stores Accountants 

* Wardroom Accounts Officers 

* Stewards 

* Block Managers 

* Social Workers 

* Drivers 

* Chefs 


Whether you re leaving the forces won and need career educe, or require assistance recruiting the right support staff phase COO- 

tact SALLY HAINES Bnmch Manatee. or DANIEL HAICH Career Coradkant on 01 705 87 7 799. 

Office A ngeis, 5-7 Arundel Street. Portsmouth POI I NS. www.offke-ongels.com. 


ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
BUSINESS TO 
PROBABLY 
THE BEST 
TRAINED 
WORKFORCE 
IN BRITAIN 
TODAY 

tfSl Phone 
"4 Jane on: 
01705 725062 




WORK AS A 
TV/FILM EXTRA 


(Regardless of age sex or looks) 

Opportunities nationwide 
No experience required 
KUI I OR PART-TIME 
Excellent rates of pay 
Send SAE for details to: 
TV/FUw Extruji Trafalgar Si, 
Avhlou Under Lyme. 01,7 QEX 
Quote Navy New* 


Free local tel. calls! 


Plus discounted rates on all tel 
CALLS. Build you A own business 
pant on full-time. 

Listen 0845 666 2097 

FAX-ON-DEMAND 

0171 206 9292 

SERIOUSLY INTERESTED? CONTACT: 

01222 294957 


24 HR, NUMBERS 


v 


rriarix jJi 

AIRLINE sVr A I R L I N Is 


Manx Airlines together with British Regional Airlines operates one 
of the most successful regional airlines in Europe. That is why Air 
Transport World recently awarded us the title of "Regional Airline ot 
the Year". 

Part of our success comes horn out abfthy to tjwrato 1rie 

second largest airline flee tin trie British Isles. The fleet includes 
the 8Ae 146. ATP and J41; the SAAB 340; the SD3-60: and the 
new EMB145. 

Obviously this diverse and growing fleet requires engineering sup 
port ol the highest quality and we are currently looking tor talented, 
enthusiastic, self-motivated people to join our expanding engineer 
ing learn (at our Isle of Man. Manchester, Belfast and Southampton 
bases) in the following roles, 

LICENSED AIRCRAFT ENGINEERS 

You will be an experienced Licensed Aircraft Engineer holding both 
A and C LWTR Airframe and Engines as a minimum. Ideally you 
will have experience on some of the aircraft types that we operate 
but if we feel that you are the right person for the job we will pro¬ 
vide full type training. 

LICENSED AVIONICS ENGINEER 

You will be an experienced Licensed Avionics Engineer with, at a 
minimum, X- Electrics, X-lnstruments and X-Autopilot LWTR Ideally 
you will have experience on some of the aircraft types that we 
operate but again if we feel that you are the right person for the job 
we will provide full type training. 

AIRCRAFT FITTERS (Isle of Man base only) 

You will be an experienced Aircraft Fitter, with a minimum of two 
years' aircraft experience, who has served a recognised appren¬ 
ticeship 

PLANNING ENGINEER (Isle of Man base only) 

Reporting to the Planning Superintendents you will be working in a 
very busy and demanding department. Candidates require at least 
three to tour years' knowledge of aircraft maintenance planning in 
an airline environment or aircraft maintenance experience. Any 
experience on the above aircraft types would be an advantage. 

All positions are offered with a competitive salary package which 
includes full IATA airline benefits. 

» 

If you are ready to progress your career with a world class organi¬ 
sation send a full CV and accompanying letter to: 

Mrs Linda Corbett 
Manx Airlines 

Isle of Man (Ronaklsway) Airport 
Baltasalla 

Isle of Man IM9 2JF 


J 
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Is die dieme die sen mi* ike Navy News 

CuleLidux 1999 


If you’re keen on sports, the Royal Navy has more to offer than any other 
organisation of its size you could name, and some of the finest facilities to 
enjoy them. Apart from the usual team games - and ships* teams regularly 
do well in matches played at their various ports of call around the world, 
even against professional sides - the Senior Service caters for all tastes. 
Well, most of them. Everything from white water rafting to motorcycle 
rallying. From ice climbing to hang gliding. From potholing to skydiving. 


Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment 
can be made by Cheque/International Money Order in £ Sterling and drawn on UK bank. Or 
for payment by Credit Card/Switch/Solo. UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4. 

Telephone: 01705 826040 Fax: 01705 830149 


Everywhere the Navy goes, its high standard of physical fitness is 
demonstrated by its sporting prowess.The 1999 Navy News Calendar has 
the latest pictures of some of the best units of today’s Navy - with snap 
shots of its people enjoying the opportunities it gives them to make the 
most of their leisure time.They work hard and play hard. 


Once again the customary high standard of 
presentation and production has been 
maintained with a new and improved layout. 

This collector’s piece calendar of splendid 
colour pictures is printed on fine grade 
paper, wire bound at the head and with 
high quality varnish cover. 

Size approx; 37cm. x 28.5cm. 


Price - 

£6.00 uk . 

£ 6.75 Surface Muil Abroad 


Please send your orders to: 

The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants POI 3HH 
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Irish links are 
strengthened 


IPSWICH branch made a dona- 
lion of £500 10 the sponsored 
scooter ride by Navy chaplain, the 
Rev. Mike B rot he non. Donations 
were also made by the club where 
the branch holds its meeting* and 
by the local branch of the 
Association of Wrens. 


CHRISTMAS chw came early 
for ten Chelsea Pensioners 
entertained by Uxbridge club 
and branch, and each present- 
ed with a bottle of whisky, 

THIRTY' shipmates from Wjgslon 
and District, as well as members of 
the local Burma Star Association 
look a weekend break at 
Babbacombc. Dorset. 

MEMBERS of South Bristol 
branch visited Chatham 
Historic Dockyard and made a 
two-hour tour of the preserved 
submarine HMS Ocelot. 

SHIPMATES of Cheshun! joined 
i he congregation of Christ Church, 
Walt ham ( ross. for a Trafalgar ser¬ 
vice conducted by the branch 
chaplain, the Rev. Martin 
Bannister. 


A PARADE involving 
members of Birkenhead 
branch of the RNA in 
County Cork is thought 
to be the first time in 
over 50 years that a 
British standard has 
been paraded at Ireland's 
Haulbowline naval base. 

The visit by the RNA mem¬ 
bers is an example of the 
strengthening links between 
Birkenhead shipmates and 
their opposite numbers in the 
Irish Naval Association. 

It follows a weekend visit by a 
delegation from Dublin branch of 
the iNA during which they joined 
in Ihc annual parade on 
Merseyside which commemorates 
those who sailed from the 
Liverpool area in wartime. 

Making the return visit were 
Birkenhead shipmates Frank 
Gallagher - the standard bearer, 
Ritchie Richardson and Jack 
Kennedy, They were entertained at 
Haulbowline by INA members, 
and joined in the celebration of the 


Royal British Legion Corps of 
Drums and the CricJdade Band. 
Branch president* Rear Admiral 
Anthony Davies, look the salute, 
P222* adopted by Swindon dur¬ 
ing Worship Week in 1942, com- 

R leted five patrols. She covered the 
edestat convoy to Malta and the 
Allied landings in North Africa 
before being sunk west of Italy. 

Littlehampton 

Among Littlehampton ship¬ 
mates who attended the ceremony 
to hand over the minesweeper 
HMS Arun to the Brazilian Navy 
was the branch's oldest member. 
9Lyear-old Hywcl (Thffy) Hughes. 

Arun District Council, which 
includes LitUehampton, was affili¬ 
ated to its namesake ship. After the 
ceremony at Devon port, the 
branch members attended a recep¬ 
tion at HMS Drake. 

Trafalgar Night was celebrated 
with a dinner dance attended by 
members of neighbouring RNA 
branches and Ford branch of the 
Fleet Air Arm Association. Guest 
of honour was the Vice Chairman 
of Arun District Council. Or W 


80th birthday of the INA 
President* Shipmate Ptaras 
O'Connor. The following day Ihc 
Birkenhead standard was paraded 
alongside the Tricolour and Irish 
naval standard. 

Swindon 

In memory of Li Cdr A. L 
Mackenzie and the 47 crew lost in 
MM submarine P222 on December 
12* 1942, a memorial service and 
parade was held by the branch, 
involving 34 standards. 

The service in St Mark's Church 
was conducted by the branch chap¬ 
lain* the Rev John l^es, assisted 
by HMS Drake chaplain* the Rev. 
Roben Coates. 

Among those who attended 
were relatives and friends of the 
men who died and ex-submariners 
with a dose association with P222. 

At the parade shipmates 
marched to music by Swindon 


Double 
honour 
for life 


Paris, accompanied by bis wife. 

Cap! Phillip Sherwin RN (retd) 
proposed the toast to the Immortal 
Memory. 

Plymouth 

The Master and crew of the 
Britanny Ferries flagship Val dc 
Loire welcomed shipmates from 
seven branches in No, 4 Area - and 
one from Stockbridgc & Rcdcar - 
for a second biannual cruise from 
Plymouth to Santander. A Force 9 
for part of the trip sent many to 
their berths, but there was an 
chance to enjoy five -star cuisine. 

Soham 

Links forged by the branch with 
‘Nelson's church' of All Saints, 
Burnham Thorpe were renewed at 
a service attended by members of 
branches in No. 5 Area, Guest of 
honour was the Deputy President 
of the Association, Rear Admiral 
John Bell. 

A Trafalgar Night social and the 
proceeds of a pumpkin fair helped 
to raise funds for a new standard. 

Harlow 

The HK)-sirong branch, which 
commissioned with 15 members, 
celebrated its 40th anniversary. A 
dinner dance to mark the event was 
attended by founder members 


SHIPMATE Ken Sampson, 
was doubly honoured to 
have bis lift membership 
certificate presented by the 
Lord Mayor of Plymouth* 
Cllr Eileen Evans. 

The Mayor attended 
Plymouth branch meeting 
and was accompanied by 
the branch president* 
Commodore Jonathon 
Reeve, Commander of 
Devonport Naval Base. 


..THEY W£RE STEADY 

6un amroRAts but 
T£N t>ET> To REVOLVE 
CRAZILY WHEN 
GOING DOWNSTREAM. 


EVEN WHEN THE 
BAR WAS CLOSED? 


WELL DOC- IS IT 
SEASICKNESS OR 
DIZZINESS ? 


IN THE 18703, THE 
RUSSIAN NAVY 0UILT 
u TWO CIRCULAR 
Tl WARSHIPS.. 


Shipmates Bert Norris and Frank 
Clements (the first chairman) with 
his wife* Gillian. A cake was pro¬ 
vided by Irene Angel and family in 
memory of her late husband. 

A thanksgiving service at St 
Andrew's Methodist Church was 
conducted by branch chaplain, the 
Rev, John Wheaton, with stan¬ 
dards of neighbouring branches 
and other cx-Scrvicc associations 
on display. 


WE CAN REPLACE THEM NOW - WW1 TO PRESENT DAY 

IN FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE 
WE MOUNT MEDALS TO WEAR - COURT OR SWING STYLE 

PROFESSIONALLY SEWN 

AVAILABLE NOW THE GENERAL SERVICE CROSS, 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE AND MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL 

SAE FOR DETAILS A REPLACEMENT MEDALS LIST 

TOAD HALL MEDALS 

NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL81DH. 

Tel 01752 872672, Fax 01752 872723* 
e-mail th,meda!$@virgin,net 


FIND THE JOKER in Navy 
News for three editions - 
and you have a chance to 
win a five-night luxury holi¬ 
day at the China Fleet 
Country Club in Cornwall. 

All you have to do is spot 
the joker in one of the fol¬ 
lowing three statements by 
Jack on naval matters. 

Two are true. One is wildly 
inaccurate. 

Just mark the box next to 
the untrue statement. 


China Fleet 


Which of these three statements is HOT true: 

□ Nautilus was the name given to the world s first nuclear 
powered submarine. 

□ A bark is a kind of sailing vessel so called because all ships 
of the type were originally built on the Isle of Dogs. 

□ St Elmo s Fire is the term given to the electrical discharge 
which under certain atmospheric conditions takes place at 
the yardarms of ships* 


DO YOU SUFFER FROM: 
WOUNDS, DISEASES, NOISE DEAFNESS, 
INJURIES OR ANY OTHER CONDITIONS AS 
A RESULT OF YOUR SERVICE? 


if you can fill in this coupon as well as those which will appear in V 

our January and February editions, you have a chance of winning ■ 

the holiday. The name of the winner will be selected at random 

from those who have given correct answers in the three editions, 1 v 

When you have completed all three original entry forms, send them ^ 

in one envelope to: 

Find the Joker, Navy News* HMS Nelson* Portsmouth* Hants* POI 3HH 

They should arrive at Navy News no later than March IS, 1999 Entries with all three correct answers 
will be entered in a prize draw conducted at Navy News offices. Winners will be announced in the 
April edition of Navy News The first name drawn will receive the pirze of the holiday. 

The judges' decision will be final. No correspondence will be entered into, Navy News employees and 
their relatives may not enter. 


IF SO YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO 


TO FIND OUT IF YOU QUALIFY, CONTACT: 

THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LIMITED 

TEL: 0500 222 022 (FREEPHONE) 


MARSH HOUSE 
92a MARSHLAND ROAD 
MOORENDS 
DONCASTER 


In Brief 


Around the 
Branches 


LOST YOUR MEDALS? 


Find the 


THE BIG PRIZE 

. . . is a liv«w| 

jot two at the China Meet 

Country Club at Salt ash* It 

deludes accommodation 

in a four-berth apartment j 

plus tree, unlimited use ol 
the leisure pool. 

The holiday starts on f 
Sunday and ends the fol¬ 
lowing Friday on atty wew 
between April 12 and July 
11 (inclusive) or September 
and November 28. 
Surrounding attractions 
include me glorious Tamar 
Valley. Dartmoor. Cornish 
beaches and 
waterfront The clu b has 
soorts facilities - including 
an 18-hole goit course - 
and attractions for chit- 
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OUR OCTOBER Picture 
Puzzle winner was Mr O* 
Bossino of Gibraltar. He 
named the ship as HMS 
Tarlton, a Ton-class mine* 
sweeper which in 1967 was 
sold to the Argentinian 
Navy as the Rio Negro, She 
remained In service there 
until 1996-97, 

Mr Bossino's reply was 
picked at random, and he 
receives our prize of £30 
This month* identify the ship 
for a chance to win another 
£30, A clue: You could be for¬ 
given for thinking her name 
conveyed more of love than 
war. 


Complete the coupon and tend M (o 
ttyster* Pfetute, Navy ht*wa, HMS 
N#isan. Port*moiitti POt 3HH Coupom 
aivk \q correct answers wttt go into * 
prim draw ro 

Ckmlng tote for ontrte* ta January i5 
Mora than ooa amry can be lutommM, 
bid pbotocopMa cannot be accepted. 


Oo not Jrtciuto anyth!) 
envelope.- no corraapon 


MYSTERY PICTURE 46 


Address 




IF IT'S 

A NEW 

OR 

A USED CAR, 


n ATq 


cars 


IT'S 

NATOCARS 


US Navy joins in tribute 
to destroyer casualties 


MEMBERS of Ihc United 
States Navy joined Royal Naval 
and RNA members in a service 
of remembrance for the men 
who died when the destroyer 
HMS Broadwater was sunk 
during the Battle of the 
Atlantic, 

Formerly the USS Mason, the 
four-stacker was acquired from 
America under Lend-Lease, and 
was under the command of Lt J, S, 
Parker, apparently the first 
American commissioned into the 
RNVR in World War 11. 

She was sunk by U-101 on 
October 18. 1941 in'the Western 
Approaches, 

The service of remembrance was 
held at St Mary's Church, 
Broadwater, Worthing. Wreaths 
were laid on behalf of ihc USN, 
and RN and RM buglers sounded 
the Last Post and Reveille, 


The congregation included four 
survivors of the ship, relatives and 
next of kin, 

Ai the subsequent parade the 
RNA national standard and that of 
No. 3 Area were displayed, as well 
as RNA branch standards - includ¬ 
ing Worthing’s - and the standards 
of other ex-Service associations. 

Hove Sea Cadet band led the 
parade and the salute was taken by 
Cap! James F. Mader USN* 


Commodore C. M. Carson and the 
Mayor of Worthing. 

At a reception the survivors 
were presented with a photograph 
of the ship and rn response pre¬ 
sented the Mayor with a water¬ 
colour of the destroyer for display 
in the Town Hall. 

Worthing branch celebrated 
Trafalgar night with a buffet dance 
at which Shipmate George Krtcati 
proposed the toasts. 


Plaque honours Venetia sailor 

A PLAQUE in memory of a sailor who died when his ship was 
mined In the Thames estuary just days after he was married has 
been dedicated at All Saints Church* Brightlingsea. by 
Brlghtllngsea branch chaplain* the Rev. Richard Salenius. 

Stoker Fred Lucraft joined the Navy in 1939* and the following 
year his ship* the destroyer HMS Venetia* took part In the Dunkirk 
operation. He returned home In the following October to be mar¬ 
ried and to become god-father to his nelce. But eight days later he 
was killed when his ship was sunk. The plaque was erected by his 
sister and his neice and god-daughter, Janet. 


• AH sot tor tak&oft — Gladys Cox with Don Robertson of the 
Royal Navy Historic Flight 


THESE DAYS flying is 
commonplace for most 

G randmothers - but 
hipmate Gladys Cox's 
prize flight was a rare 
experience for anyone, 
let alone grandmas, 
Gladys ( 61 ) wax one of three 
winners in Liulehamplon 
branch raffle in aid of the 
Swordfish Heritage Trust - 
and the prize was a flight in a 
Second World War Swordfish. 

The open-cockpit torpedo 
bomber - known to a generation of 
Fleet Air Arm personnel as the 
'Stringbag - is one of only two air¬ 
worthy Swordfish operated by the 
RN Historic Flight at Yeovilton - 
and Gladys's husband. Patrick, a 
member of Liltlchampton branch 
and former FAA member, went 
there to see her take oft and land 
safely. 

■ l f [ was wonderful/' said Gladys 
afterwards, "It made me realise 
how vulnerable the pilots were, 
being open to the weather." 


Buying your next cor, Tax Free, Tax Paid or 
used should be an enjoyable, hassle-free 
experience and with over M years of 
delivering total satisfaction, Natocars know 
haw fa make it just that* WE GUARANTEE fTF 


Can yOU afford nof to buy from Natocars? 

la M .. ^ ^ 


nSNATOCARS 

MHf A Bewording Experience flVB 
Natocars ltd * Wykh Road • Bridgwater * Somerset • TA6 48H 
: 01278 455555 * Fax: 01270 450396 * Email: sale5@natocars.ca.uk 


Our specra/ Tax Free new car discounts on 
a wide range of makes, are also available 
on many models for Tax Paid UK use* 
giving exceptional savings* 

All entitled personnel need to do is order 
a car whilst abroad (UK based uniformed personnel 
also for Peugeot! ond your cor will meet you on your 
return home! 

Of cpyrse, you will also receive the renowned 
NATOCARS' service and everything 
ts conducted easily by phone, fax or post. All is 
explained m our comprehensive Car Buying Guide - 
prices; model brochures; pari exchange; low rote 
finance with repayment protection; discounted 
insurance with maximum no claims bonus and 
delivery anywhere it suits I 

The same sendee is available for our 
Guaranteed Qualify Used Car Scheme 
together with these benefits: 


• Most privately owned 

• M day no quibble exchange 

• RAC inspection and report 

• Fully comprehensive warranty 

• Rescue/reoovery/home breakdown insurance 

a National Vehicle Insurance write-off check 

• Full service check 

• 12 months MOT I applicable 

• Service histories 


Stringba 


Grandmum Gladys 
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NoticeBoard 



Appointments I Promotions to Chief 


Commodore J, M. de Helper! 

to be promoted Rear Admiral and 
to be Naval Secretary and Chief 
Executive Naval Manning Agency 
in succession to Rear Admiral F. 
H. Malbon. Dec. 9. 

Surgeon Commodore L L. 
Jenkins to be promoted Surgeon 
Rear Admiral and to be Medical 
Director (Naval) in succession to 
Surgeon Rear Admiral P. W. H. 
Paine. 

A/Cdr M* G. Trevor to be CO 
HMS Southampton, Jan. 23, 

Lt Cdr R. K. Thomas to be CO 
HMS Middleton, Apnl 12. 

Lt Cdr N. J. Barker to be CO 
HMS Beaver, Nov. 10. 

Lt Cdr G. D. Turnbull to be CO 
HMS Roebuck. May 21. 


Points 


THE following list shows the total points ol 
the men ana women ai the top ol each 
advancement roster lor petty officer end 
leading rate in November after issue of 813s. 

Intermediaries (Ini) indicates IhaL person 
net can be advanced before they are eligible 
to receive merit points or before the roster 
can be adjusted to take account of them. 
This means that personnel are advanced in 
"basic date' Order Deles shown against “Inf 
rosters ere toe basic dales of the top eligible 
personnel The number following the points 
(or basic date) is the number advanced in 
November 

CCMEAML Ini (3 4.98). Nil: CCMEAEL 
Jnt (3 4.98). Nil: CCMEAMLSM Dry, Nil: 
CCMEAELSM Ini <7 10 98). Nil; 
CCWEAA0C Dry. 1; CCWEAWDO Ini 
(7.8.98). Nil: CCWEAADCSM Dry. Nil; 
CCWEAWDOSM Dry, N«: CCWEASWS^ 
NAVSM Dry, Nil. CCWEASWSTECSM 
Dry. Nil: CCAEAM 169 (1.5-97). Nil: 

CCAEAft - Dry. Nil: CCAEAWL 301 
(28.11.95), Nil. 

PO(EWKO) ■ 310 (14.6.94), Nil: LS(EW) 
- Ini (14.10.97), Nil: PG(li) - 161 114,11,96), 
1: LS(M) ■ 145(10.10.95). NIL PO(R) 406 
(14.1 94). 2; LS(R) Ini (16 7.96), 3. PO(S) 
115 (12.3,96), Nil; LS(S} 245 (14.3.95). 4: 
PQ(D) 522 (13 7 93). 1: LS{D) 660 

(10.3.92). 1; POfMWMO) - Ini (5.5 98). Nil: 
LS(MW) Int (11.3,97). Nil: P0(SR) 414 
(14 6 94), Nil; LS(SR) Ini (15.10 96). Nil: 
PO(SEA) - 653 (15.9.92). Nil 


AUTHORITY was issued by Commodore 
Naval Drafting in November for the following 
to be promoted to Chief Reify Officer 

OPERATIONS (SEAMAN) 

To CPO(S) D.A. Edwards (Raleigh) 
OPERATIONS (COMMUNICATIONS) 

To CPOCY J.W McRae (Qomwafl). 

OPERATIONS (PTl) 

To CPOPTl D. Nor don (Neptune CPS), 
Q.E. Thotnas (Temeraire) 

MARINE ENGINEERING 

To CPOMEM(ftl) M.A Asquith (RM 
Poole). K,D, Foster (Drake CBP CFS). 

SUBMARINE SERVICE 
To CPOaSSM) S,A. Feflel (Dolphin SM 
School) 

CPO ARTinCERTECHNiaAN 

Commodore Naval Drafting has been noti 
fled of the following advancements to Chief 
Petty Officer Artificer iTechrwsari which were 


5 etty Officer Artificer TechtMoat 
Tiade by commanding officers: 
TO CPOCT(L) P.M m 


POCY ■ Dry, Nil; POCO 536 (8,6 93). 
Nil; LRO Int (13 10 98). Nil. POPT 572 
(19,10.92), 5. RPO 708 (10 3 92), Nil; 


POMEM(LHGSj Int (30 9 96), 1; LMEM 
(LKGS) - Int (27,3,98), 1. POMEM(M)(GS) 
320 (2.11.94). 6: LMEM(MHGS) 20 
--4- por*““‘ 1 -- 


(7.795), 


207 

WEM(O) 183' (5.9:95). Nil: 


Deaths 


W02 Jeffrey Leonard Harris RM, CTC 

Lympslone. as a result of a road accident 
Oct. 23 

CPO (SCO) Roger Bowley RNR. Sea 
Cadet training learn, HMS Seahawk 


Capl E, C. (Bill) Btaydon DSC, WWII 
convoy escort CO. served 1920 57. Ships 
(WWII)-. IngtefieW, I van hoe, Hurricane (CO 
and commander of Bl Escort Group 1942- 
43). Post war: Deputy Director Underwater 
Del action Establishmenl 1950-52. HMS 
•Battled (CO and Capt D. 6th Deslroyer 
Flotilla). Director Under Surface Warfare Div 
1954 57. Oct 11, aged 91 

Capl Ashe Lincoln QC MA BCL. RNVR, 
served 1937-46. Served in minelayers and 
minesweepers. Rendered safe lirsl Type G 
magnetic mine. As Commando took part in 
Sicily, Salerno and D-Day landings, and 
Rhine assault. National Chairman of 
Association of Jewish Ex-Service Men and 
Women 1948-49 and 1952. chairman ol 
London Flotilla RNVR. hon. secretory ol 
National Advisory Committee ol RNVSR, 
Master of Worshipful Company of Plasterers 
1940-50. Master gf Ihe Bench ol the Inner 
Temple. Books: Secret Neva/ irtv&stfQ&kx 
and Odyssey ot a Jewish Saitor Ocl. 19, 
aged 90 

Capl Michael Pearey served 1951 86 
(Supply & Secretariat). Ships: Sheffield 
(Aden), RNEC Manadon (sports officer), 



THE ASSOCIATION OF 
ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS 

Pap r nil 

Her Majesty The Queen 

ARNO, Die Officers' Charitable aod Social fellowship, i* open to all Servtog and 
Retired Commissioned OfTicen of the RN, RM, WRNS* QAftNNS and their 
ftmma 

Formed id 1925, ARNO's primary purpose is to assist Members including 
Honorary Members (the widows of former members) with grants and bursaries 
from the proceeds of its assets which exceed £3 million, wherever there is a need. 

Today the financial advantages or membership comfortably exceed the annual 
subscription (£10 pcs annum oj £150 for Ufe) arid include: * AutraniJril? 
Association Membership at less than half price ip many cases * House Purchase 
Generous cash payments with mortgage and with Ufe Assurance, and competitive 
conveyancing costs. * Legal. Financial and Medical Cormltaftan* at free or 
favourable rates * Tk-ade Discounts in a wide range of services including insur¬ 
ance, travel, hotels, clothing and hirewear, car hire, medical, jewellery and many 
mere. A List of Members and a high quality interesting colour Ytm Book are 
issued, and AJ*NO organises ■ Regional Sodml Function* and Group Holidays * 
A list of members worldwide who would like to exchange homes for holidays * 
Mail redirect km * Swords and uniform Items for safe * an ARNO credit card* 

JfL agRlkatioBjarm. yfeut _ 

To: It Q» IM P Coombbs RN T ARNO. 70 Porchestoi Its, London W2 3TP 
Please send tne details and a membership application form: 




CROCT(L) PM. Webster (SOU 
Leyden# ACN5). 


LW1IWO) 219 (29 3 95). Nil: POWEM- 
(RKGS) 267 (4,1 95), 4; LWEM(R>(GS) 
358 (27 4 94). 2 POCA(GS) 576 (17.6,93), 
2; LCH(GS) 509 (24.7.93), 2: POSTD(GS) 
853 (28.8.91), Nil; LSTD(GS) 374 

(16 6 94), Nil POSAfGS) 435 (8 12.93), 1; 
LSA(GS) Int (19,7 96), 6: POWTR(GS) 
521 (14.6.93), Nil. LWTR(GS) 461 
(10 8.93). 4, POMA Ini (10 9 96). Nil; LMA 
83 (12 3 96). 3: POfSgSMKO) 703 
(7 2.92). 1; LS(SKSM) 640 (18 9 92). 1; 
ROfTSKSM) 488 (31 8 93), Nil; 

LSfTSKS**) ■ 507 (10 6.93). 1: POR$(SM) 
325 (11 10 94). 3; LRO(SM) 421 (8.2 94). 
1, 

POMEM(LHSM) Int (4.3.98), 2; 

LMEMjLHSM Ini (25,11.96), 1; 

P0MEI!(M)(5M) - Dry, Nil; LmEI*(MKSM) 
Ini (29 4.98). Nil: POWEM(RKSIi) 603 

(3.11.92), Nil; LWEM(RMSM) 931 ft 5-90). 
Nil; POSA(SM) Dry, Nil, LSA(SM) Int 
(4,3.97), Nil, PGWTR(SM) Dry. 2; 
LWTR{SM) ■ 246 (5 4 95), 1; POCA(S*l) 
Int (6.6,97), Nil. LCH(SM) 706 (7.11.91), 
Nil; POSTDfSM) - 751 (23.8 91), Nil; 
LSTD(SM) - 834 (19 2 91). Nil: POA(AH) 
926 (23.3.91), Nil; LA(AH) 409 (19 10 93), 
3; POAfMETOC) Dry. Nil; LAfMETOC) 
Int 14.2,97), 2; POA(PHOT) * T023 (3,10 89), 
NIL POA(SE) 793 (1 2.91), Nil. LA(SE) - 
109 (20 12.95). 1; POACMN 488 (22.7 93), 
ISHI: PO AC Dry Nit; POAEM(M) Ini 
120.3 97), 5; LAEM(M) 426 (23 11.98), 8; 
POAEM(R) int (19 3 98), 1; LAEII(R) 560 
(30.7 92), 4; POAEM(L) Dry, Nil; LAEM(L) 
432 (24.9.93). 4 

PQW(fl) 386 (12-7 94). Nil, POW(RS) 
647 (13.10.92), 1; LWRO - 533 (13.10 92) 
2: POWPT Dry, 1 RPOW 668 (10,3.92), 
Nil; POWCA Dry, Nil. LWCH Dry, Nil; 
POWSTD - 1015 (16.7,90). NU, LWSTD 
589 (18 2.93), Nil; POWSA 225 (1 8 95), 


Lyn*. Secretory to FO Malta. Training 
Commander HMS Pembroke HMS fearless, 
RNAS Yeovifton, Ran Navy rugby. President 
of RFU 1990 91. President of England Colls 
1993-95. President of England Schools 
1995 Aged 65 

Lt Cdr Atostelr Roberston CBE. DSC 
and Bar. 1926 48 Ships: Nelson, Exeter. 
Antelope. Fungus (801 NAS pilot), Ark Royal 
(803 NAS pilot). Flew one of three Skuas 
which shot down first German aircraft ol war 
lo lall to British pilots Other ships: 
Ambuscade, Fitiroy. Btyih (Dieppe). Abdiel 
(survivor), Scylla (D-Day), Ocean General 
Manager ol Northern Lighthouses Board 
1960-77 Aged 83 

U Ronnie Seddon DSC, RNVR, MTB 
CO involved in WWII covert ops. Served 
1039-46. Joined as OS. After being com mis- 
stoned served in Coaetol Forces CO MTB 
718 landing and recovering agents in France. 
Norway and Denmark Oct, 18. aged 80 

Malcolm Wright DSC, Naval officer who 
led native guerrilla loroe against Japanese in 
New Guinea in WWII. Colonial □ Nicer pre-war 
and posFwai Publications If I Dw & The 
Gentte Savage. In Sydney, aged 86 

Even BaJleom DSM. 8EM Ex-CPO, 
served T933-60, Ships: Isis (Norway, evaou 
atron of Greece. Crete), Pang bourne 
Blankney (Saferno. Anzio, Normandy) 
Former employee Devonpofl Dockyard 
Member of HMS Slankney Association Ocl 


To CPOMEA * M.D. Box (Intrepid). S.J. 
Charles (York), M.LE- Dixon (Neptune NT), 
D. Query (CFM Porlsmouth), u,(l Edwards 
(York), H D. Leader (SetoOrb). S A P. Shekton 
(York), J.M Wnghl (CSST Shore Faslane), 
J P Wnghl (CFM Portsmouth) 

To ACPOMEA P.D Chalfe (CFM 
Portsmouth). R. Chambers (ilhstrious), N.J. 
Ferguson (Neptune FD>. BJ. Hrnde 
(iNustnoos), K.S.L Bodpin (Campbeltown), 
G.S Martin (CFM Portsmouth). 

To CPGWEA t.M. Darroch (Sceptre). 
S E.s. Field (Cardiff). S.J Fugard (Beaver). 
S.L Goodman (Cardiff), M W. Jennings 
(Glasgow). C O Macteod (Neptune NT), j. 
McCarthy (Chatham), SJ. Noble (CFM 
Portsmouth). DP. Reynokte (MaHborough), 
PC Sumpter (Norfolk), C. Taytor (Drake 
CFM). 0 J. Wetton (Manchester) 

To ACPOWEA R.A, Laird (Neptune 
SMI), AJ Page (Richmond). R.J. Rodgers 
(London), S.G. Rowlands (Nelson), D Smart 

M , J P Travers (Trafalgar), PD White 

J. 

To CPOAEA M R Mansfield (BIS FH 
207). M Partridge (DGA(N) MASU Sea), J 
Wallace (810 Sqn Seahawk) 


Nil; LWSA Dry. Nil; 

(20,9.93). 1; LWWTR 387 (24 3 94), 1; 
POWWTR(G) tffl (11.7.97), NIJ; 

POW(METOC) Dry, Nil: LWfMETOC) Ini 
<2.6 98) r Nil; POWPHOT 420 (5 10.93), Nil 
POWAEM(M) Ini (20 3,98), Nil; LWAEMfM) 


WAEM(M) - Ini (20.3.98), Nil: LWAE 
Dry. NK; POWAEM(R) - Dry. Nil; 
LWAEM(fl) Dry. Nil; POWAEMfL] Dry. NH. 
LWAEMjL} Dry, NH; POWfhs 1001 
(15.11.90), Nil; LWETS 561 <22 9.92), Nil; 
LWTiL 585 (3.12.91). Nil POWWA ■ $64 
(10 3 93). Nil, LWWA 422 (4.0 93), 3 
POWDHYG lot (2 8.96), Nil: POWDSA 
Int (30 1.97), Nil; LWDSA Int (5,11.96). 
Nil, POEWG) Dry. Nil; LEN(G) Dry. NN: 
PONN 105 (12 3.96), Nil: POMA(Q) “ 

-y,m* 


Dry. 




THE TIME OF 
YOUR LIVES 



1978 saw the last of HMS Ark Royal. 


NAVY NEWS looks back through its 
pages to recall some of the December 
headlines of past decades .,. 

40 years ago 

RFA RELIANT, formerly ihe grain carrier mv 
Somersby, had left Chatham for the Far East to 
become the Navy K s first air stores issuing ship, 
capable of replenishing aircraft carriers at sea, 

30 years ago 

FOR TWO years The Navy's leaders had been 
engaged in a complete rethink of future strategy, 
said the Vice Chief of the Defence Staff, Admiral Sir 
Peter Hill Norton, They had had to take into 
account technological advances, economic prob¬ 
lems, the disappearance of the Empire, and the 
move towards Europe, Principal Navat responsible 
ities were the new task of nuclear deterrence and 
lo deter countries big or small who had aggressive 
intentions. 

The first order for the Type 42 guided missile 
destroyer was placed with Vickers shipbuilding 
group. 

20 years ago _ 

AS BRITAIN'S sole remaining strike carrier, HMS 
Ark Royal, paid off, Flag Officer Naval Air 
Command, Vice Admiral Sir Desmond Gassidi, 
said people who foresaw the end of the Fleet Air 
Arm would be wrong. “We are very much a five and 
kicking " he said. In the 1980s the Navy expected 
to have a front-line force of nearly 150 aircraft as 
well as 100 support and training aircraft. 


Nil; LMA(Q) Dry, I 

PO(AWW) - Int (17.12 96), Nil; 
LQM(AWW) ■ Ini (25 3.98) Nil; PO(AWT) 
Int (2.10 971, Nil; LOM(A#T) - Ini (14.7.98), 
Nil; PO(llW) Ini (21.2 98), Nil; LOUfUW) ■ 
tot (17.2 98). Nil. PO(EW) tril (24.7.97). Ml: 
LOM(EW) ■ Int (8.12 97). NIJ; PO(MW) - Ini 
(15.7.97), Nil, LOM(MW) Ini (17 3.96). Nil, 
PO(C) tor (17.B.98). NH: LOM(C) tot 
(13,12 97), Nil; PO(5SM) Ini (18 2.98), Nil; 
LOM(SSIi) * Int (22 4.97), 1; POfTSM) Int 
(14.11 98). Nil: LOMfTSM) tot (14.11 96). 
1; POICSM) 463 (8 6 03). Nil. LOM(CSM) 
-Int (14 1.98). Nil; FOfWSM) - 340 (5.7.94). 
1; LOM(WSM) 602 (26 8 92). Nil 

Th« basic dates tof trie tamale ratings in 
Ihe loikjwtng cal agones, which have no 
examination lot the next higher rate, are 
applied in accordance with BR1066 Chapter 

22 . 

POWTEL 848(1.4,93), Nil. 

H should be noted thai the number ol 
Bl3s issued in the lemale caiegones are 
lhose advanced from the female shore roster. 


26. aged 85. 

Archie Sima DSM. ex-CPO COXN 
Ships: Bedouin (Narvik). Verulam (Russian 
convoys 8 Far tasi - sinking ol Japanese 
cruiser Haguro Oct- 25. aged 78 

Andrew Murray. ex-Tel. WWII Ships: 
Abdiel (Crele, Tobruk). Spartan (Anzto, sur^ 
vivor). Former managing editor of Southern 
Cross, S. African Catnotic newspaper, taller 
ty Internationally known proleesionaJ artist 
from 1969 Ocl. 11. agedBt. 

SUn Roblln served 1936 51. Ships 
included Royal Oak. Pun)abi {eurvJvor), 
Amethyst (wounded during Yang Lz e 
Inctdeni). Ocl. aged 81. 

Lt L. W. Rickard, Ships: Neptune (cruiser 
first commission), SI Angelo. Illustrious, 
Mauritius, RNH HasJar. Terror, Collingwood, 
Aged 91. 

Tony Horry, served 1941-46 to destroy¬ 
ers in Med. and Russian convoys, and HMS 
Glory in Far East Former member of busi¬ 
ness staff of Ttmes. Oct. 18, aged 78. 

Cdr Bruce Wanabury Ex-RN and RAN. 
Ships induded Albion. Forth, Falcon (Haffar). 

Harry P, William*. member of HMS Peart 
Ciew Association. Ocl 13 

Bax Sines ex-COXN submariner. Last 
RN boai HMS Renown. Transferred to RAN. 
In New South Waies. Oct- 17. aged 49, 
Malcolm Wright Ships Btoesler. Boxer, 
Beil as t. Gabbard. Anson. Member of HMS 
Bruce Regisler and Korean Veterans 
Association Ocl 19. aged 67 

Tarry Swain, ex AB Ships: HM sub¬ 
marines Trump, Tireless, HMS AdamarU 
Korea veteran and member of HMS Bruce 
Regisler. Ocl. 27. 

M. M (Mudge) Carter ex PO Stores, 
served 1948 60 Ships Vengeance. Ceylon, 
Coquette. Bigbury Bay. Dolphin, St Angelo, 
St Vincent Member of Algennes Association 
Sepl 4. 

Lea Joyce BEM, ex-CPOWTR, served 
1939-75. Ships; Drake. Ganges. Scott. 
Pembroke. Superb. Forth, Hornbill, Ceres, 
Dolphin, prestoem, Condor. Bulwark, Victory. 
Attached Rowner Community Cenlre. 
Gosport until 1985, Oct 21, aged 78 

Dannie Tague ex-CK. served 1956-70 
Ships included HMS Whirlwind (A bomb 
Vests) Former member of RN boxing learn. 
Formerly employed a$ kilphen porter at HMS 
Raleigh. Oct., aged 60. 

George Troudhton. ex-LTWireman, 
served to HMS Serene 1945-46 Men^ber of 
HMS Seterw Associalion Ocl 22 

Ken Curry, ex AB submariner Boats 
included P511, Shakespeare Member pi 
Leicesler branch of SOCA 

S. J. Farley ex Slo /Mech.. served 1949 
57, Ships. Nereide. Lindisfame, Glasgow. 
Dolphin Aged 66, 

Billy Wall on member ol Maiestic- 
Caledonia 1937-38 Boys Association Ocl.. 
aged 77 

Joe Hope, member ol Ma}es1ic- 
Gaiedonia 1937-38 Boys Association Ocl. 
aged 77. 

J. Slnfleld ex AB Steward, served 1941- 
46 Ships: Tattoo. Menestheus Oct. 20, aged 

76. 

Neville Merrick. #x-FAA CERA Ships: 
Glory. Battler, Indomilabie. Member ol Oid 
llluslrians Association Oct 22. aged 77, 
Eddie Blake chairman HMS Diana 
Association Nov. 3, aged 63 

Robert George HI Men ex LRO sub¬ 
mariner. Ships: Ganges, Mercury, Terror, 
Victorious. Osprey. Aurora, Andromeda, 
Revenge, Repulse. Resolution. Served 
RMAS ai Faslane a 


i and In MOD Police, Ocl. 


Swop drafts 


LCH K. Oalenfeidt 5 Mess, HMS Herald. 
BFPQ 296. deploying Feb Win swop lor any 
other Plymoulh sh^j deploying or not (current 
ERD Jan. 2000. Willing to extend currenl sea 
time). 

OM(AW)1 L A. Perry 3R Mess. HMS 
Gloucester, deploying June Will swop lor any 
Portsmouth Type 42. preferably norndeptoy 
ing stretched 42, 

C POM EM OekJey, EM 2 Co-ordinator 
CFM(P) until August. Will swop for any 
Gosport area draft (PJTs HMS Sultan Feb) 
Con lad HMNB Portsmouth ext. 24868. 

POWEM(O) G. A. Mills PO Mess. HMS 
Iron Duke, SFPO 309, Will swop tor any 
Davenport ship. 

LCH Currier, HMNB Portsmouth ext. 
24294, drafted HMS Liverpool April 20. 
Would prefer HMS IDustnous 

CPOMEA(EL) Willie. CFM efl. 23437 or 
HMS Sultan ex! 2507, drafted HMS 


26,aged 49 

Roland (Robbie) Robinson, ex-SPO 
submariner. Boats. H33, Rorqual. Qberon. 
Scoisman, Ambush. Member of West ol 
Scotland branch of SOCA. Sepl., aged 79, 
Walter George (Smudge) Smith e* 
MEM served 1047-51 Ships; Victory, Narvik. 
Zephyr. Oct. 22. aged 69. 

Stanley Parker. ex-AB. served 1941^46 
Ships: Col Logwood, Victory. Amazon, 
Excellent RamiHies. Glasgow, Veteran Ol 
Russian convoy PQ17 and Malta convoys 
indudtog Op Pedestal; N Alrica landings, D 
Day, S. France, Member of Leicester Senior 
Service Club, Normandy Veterans 
Association. North Russia Club. Royal British 
Legion Aug 14, aged 77. 

Reginald (Smudge) Smith, bx PO, 
served 1054-84 British Nuclear Test 
Veteran. Nov. 9, aged S3. 

Ron Bancroft, pned as artificer rating, 
later lieutenant. Member of Wartime Ark 
Royals Association: 

A, (Ginger) Humphries ex-AB LTD 
Member of Wartime Ark Royals Association 
Ron Smith. ex-Sto. 1939-45 Founder 
and president HMS Faulknor Association. 
Also served in HMS Troonwr. Nov 4 in 
Dundas. Canada 

Rosa Wheeler, Ships included LST 12, 
Member of LST Club 

Dave Exelby ex-Drver. Ships; Ganges. 
Diana. Bermuda Aged 61. 

Jim (Tug) Wilson. ex-GPGMEM. 
Commissioning crew HMS Repulse (Port) 
John (Jack) MecLorg, exEBCPO 
Served to hospital ships Maine, Tjitplenka, 
and RN Hospilafe Tnncomatoe, Cnalham. 
Also HMS Pembroke, HMS Forth Nov. 1. 
aged 84 

E F. (Eddie) Hlginbomesn ex-CERA 
submariner Boats: Seraph, Selene, Trump. 
Tantivy. Talent. Member ol Hull branch ol 
SOCA. Od, 31, aged 75. 

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 
Ll (E) R. Bancroft Ships Peacock. 
Messina. BellerOphon. Dundee. Cofltngwood. 
Dolphin, Victory 

Lt Cdr J. E- Bullen Ships: Fulmar. 
Cygnel, Daedalus. 

Cdr G, Boirett Ships Malaya. Calypso. 
Tiverton. Warsprie 

Cdr (S) C. j. Cooper Ships Despatch. 
Norton*. Tamar II, Cleopatra. Colossus, 
Fulmar, St Angelo. Afrikander. RNH HaUar. 

S/Lt A. W. 

Cdr (I) J, E. Kingsand Ships Neptune. 
Hermes. St Vincent. Indomitable, 
Sparrowhawk, lllusinous. Ocean, Seahawk 
Lt Cdr P. H, Layton DSC, Shps; Argus, 
Furious, Dipper. 

Cdr T, J. G. Merchant DSC Ships; Royal 
Sovereign. Onslow. Indomilabie, Wren, 
Adamant, RNAS Ford 

Lt Cdr E. W. Morgan DSC. Ships: 
Maidstone, Osprey, Braganra 
Lt J. R. L Stlrk RNVR, 

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
Lt John Evens. DSC, RNVR, presided! 
Selva 8 St David'S- Ship®: HMS Wife Goose 
in 2nd Escort Group under Capt Johnny 
Walker Oct 31. 

LL M. Cleaves. Worthing Ships: armed 
merchant cruisers including HMS Atoantra. 
AJso HMS Dundas and Coastal Forces. Oct 
19 . 

John Conti Borrta. president Malta GC. 
Ex-STD. 

Deamond Bums Swansea. Ex UStwd, 
served 1041-47 Ships Bermuda. 


Campbeltown, May 4 Will swqp tor any 
Portsmouth sea draff. 

LMEM (Ml P. Wingfield drafted HMS 
York. April 26. Will swop lor any small ship 
anywhere, but anything considered Contact 
BT Outboard Workshop. CFM unlit Nov. 27, 
then Underground Barrack Mailer, HMS 


LSTD Knott. HMS Ocean, BFPO350. vriH 
swop for any Portsmouth ship All offers con- 


CPOAEA(M) Vllafl. FONA representative, 
HMNB Portsmouth ext 23406, will swop lor 
any second-line biflel at Portland or Yeoviffon. 

PORS Rodgers B Watch, Com mean 
Whitehall, drafted HMS Cotiingwuod, Feb 
Will consider any other draff 

OM(C)1 Hamer. HMS Watoey, BFPQ 423, 
Faslane ext. 4253, will swop for any 
Plymouth ship. 

LOM(EW) Neve Main Gale. HMS 
Nelson, drafted HMS Southampton, Jan 
(Rosyth refit Ihen Portsmouth in June). Will 
consider any older ship. 


Campbeltown. Member ol RN Stewards 
Association r Merchant Navy Association. 
Sept 30, aged 74, 

Ben Etlmore, founder member and vice 
Chairman Bnghttingsea. Oct, 13, 

William Peter Down. S Bristol Ex Tel 
Oct 

W, (Welly) Ingham. Fleetwood. Served 
WWII and Korea. Ships; Norfolk. Illustrious. 
Ocl. 17 

Dennis Cottrell, Kingsbury 8 Kenton. Ex 
AB(R) 194347 Member of North Russia 
Club Sept. 5, aged 73 

Albert (Nobby) Parfitt. Hariow. Oct. 2 

Ted Holnes* presideni Hem el 
Hempstead. CPO FAA, later LI Cdr RNR 
Aged 72, 

Don Pearson, committee member Hamel 
Hempslead. Ex-Tel, Ships: Eskimo. St 
Angelo. Aged 78. 

Bill Warren, former treasurer and welfare 
officer Crawley Ex CPO Slo Ships: Staring. 
Woodcock, Cockchafer. Member of Captain 
Walker 's Old Boys Association and of Burma 
Slat Association. Former president Crawley 
& I field branch Royal British Legion Oct. 14. 

C. Came. Worthing, past member 
Battersea. Ships included HMS Resolution. 
Nov. 1. 

Cdr David 0, E. Gey MSE, presideni 
Christchurch. Ships: Sussex. Pheasant, 
Hornet. 4th Escort Flotilla, Daring. Armada, 
TS RoyafisE. HMY Britannia Member ol 
Royal Yachl Squadron and Fellow of Nautical 
Institute. Presiden! of Pheasant Association, 
Aged 73- 

Mairion Vlolel Stumbles life member 
Falmouth. Served as Wren m HMS Forte 
WWII Oct 15. aged 77. 

Leslie Santa life member Frome and lor 
mw chairman, secretary vice president and 
Standard escort No. 4 Area delegate Served 
in landing crafl in Far East in WWII, Nov 3. 

Arthur (Waltey) Hares Hen low S 
Leichworth. Joined as Supply rating, later 
SU served 1930 46 Ships included HMS 
Duncan Veteran of N. Adamic and Russian 
convoys, and D-Day Ocl 19, aged 78. 

Leslie Anthony, vice president 
Scarborough Served WWII. Former chain 
man HMS Kenya Association Nov. 2. aged 
72. 


WOU(EW)1 K. Snow. HMS Dryad (93835 
4513). draffed HMS Liverpool. Dec. Will swop 
lor any Plymouth Type 22/23 deploying or 
not, * 

LWTR Lee Bates Cash Office, HMS 
Neptune. wlH consider any swop south ol 
Birmingham, preferably London area. 

POWTR D. A. Lee. HMNB Portsmouth 
ext 24677/23511, drafted HMS Sulherland. 
March 23, Wtl swop lor any Portsmouth ship 

WWTR Pitt. HMNB Portsmouth axt 
26419, drafted MWC Portsddwn, near HMS 
Dryad. Jan. 19. Will swop for any London 
draff, 

LSTD Coleman, HMS Foresl Moor. 
Dariey, N Yorks,, HG3 2RE, drafted HMS 
Fearfees, March 23 Will consider any olher 
sea draft. 

MEM(M) Jones. HMS Glouceeler. HMNB 
Portsmouth ext. 22471 (deploying June), will 
swop lor any Portsmouth ship not deploying. 

LSTD A, J. Jones. HMNB Portsmouth 
exl. 25172. drafted HMS Coventry. Jan, 12. 
Will swop tor any Portsmouth ship (except 
Type 23) deploying or not. 

AB(R) M A Bo non 3P Mess. HMS 
Glasgow, deploying March. Will swop lor any 
Plymouth survey boai. 


RATINGS seeking to swop drafts 
mual ensure that the requirements of 
BR14, article 0506, are met. 

In particular they should be on or 

due same kind of service - le sea 
of shore: have time to serve in their 
current draft; be the seme rate; and 
be of similar experience, 

A rating on sea service will not be 
permitted to swop with another on 
shore service. All appilcstlons for 
swop drafts ara to be made on Form 
C240 lo HDD, Centurion Building. 


Awards 


THE FOLLOWING awards have been 
approved by the Queen 

N. IRELAND 

MBE - Capt (L/Mb|.) R. J. Stephens RM. 
QGM - Gpl D. j Roach RM Mentioned In 
Despatches - Cpl A P Drake RM. Sgt P. D. 
Headington RM. OCB - Sgt K. J, Wonriacoti 
RM QCVS - POMEM(M) I E. Boyd 

OPERATION BOLTON (GULF) 

MBE - U Cdr D T Baddams OCVS - LI 

Cdr J. J Ovens 

OPERATION RESILIENT 
(SIERRA LEONE) 

MBE - LSA F. W* Mohammed 

miscellaneous 

AFC - CPOACMN R Saunders. QCBA - 
U Cdr M P. Jennings (For their gallantry in 
rescuing the drew of a yaeh! in the Bay ol 
Biscay on Aug 26) QCBA - Lt M. R 
London 

Joint Commanders Commendations - 

Lt Cdr R J. Bndger. Lt P R Mattin RM. L£ I 
S Mtllen RN. Lt B J Safterthwarle RN Ll D 
G Strefton RN. WO(SA) M Halt. Mne M J, 
Theobald 


22-nation Korea reunion 
to be held in London 


FOR THE first time all 22 
countries that took pari In the 
United Nations campaign in 
Korea will be represented at a 
veterans reunion in London* 

The reunion, being organ* 
ised by the British Korean 
Veterans Association, will 
mark the 50th anniversary of 
the outbreak of the war. The 
week-long get-together - on 
July 18-23 - will begin with a 
service of thanksgiving and 
remembrance in St Paul's 


yrer 


Cathedral. The 3KVA organ¬ 
ising office can be reached 
on 0171 224 9069. 

■ C-ln-C Fleet, Admiral 
Nigel Essenhigh, joined other 
senior Naval representatives 
from Australia, New Zealand 
and the Netherlands to lay 
wreaths at the UN Memorial 
Cemetery at Pusan. The cere¬ 
mony was held during a visit 
to South Korea by staff of 
Britain's Defence Export 
Services Organisation. 
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Accommodation 



SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 


All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room, Enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependents plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area: 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very 
competitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding 
Receptions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an 
ideal facility. 


Royal Fleet Club 

Morlce Square, Devon port, Plymouth PL1 4PG 
Telephone Inquiries only Plymouth 017S2 562723 


ASK FOR QUOTATION. CONTACT THE MANAGER 

WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


■ K.MMJ 

riendfy Run Gu«4 


GUEST HOUSE 


Frien tun Gub 5C RscXloseToThc Beach/Seafront Amenities. All Rooms Have Cd 
Hi& HAC Sky TV. Free Tei/Coffe* Making Your Own Keys. Parking On Premises, 
Children/Well Behaved Pets Welcome. Endorsed By Berkely Guide. We Aim To Make 
Your Stay A Happy One. 

Tel:- 01705 829432 Guests Telephone:- 0170S 799871 
49 WAVER LEY ROAD, 5QUTHSEA e-mail:^d@moonng r softnet.co.uk 


SPECIAL RATES FOR 
NAVY NEWS READERS 


PLYMOUTH 

Adjacent to the Hoe and Park , Friendly 
family run Guest House offers you a 
warm welcome and personal service. 
Facilities include residents lounge, TV, 
Radio. TeaCoffee. Licensed. Central 
Healing all rooms. From CUpp. 
THE firs i*3. Pier Street, West Hoe. 
TEL: 01752 262070 


SHROPSHIRE COURT 

GUEST HOUSE 
33 Granada Road, Soulhsea 

Fnendly larrnty run, 2 mins, from sea and 
amarfainmente Close to femes. Naval 
base, shops, etc Own keys. Saleilrte TV 
all rooms, no restnctigns. 98 B Holiday Or 
short slay Ample private car parking 
Mrs Pm\ Green [01705J 731 <W3 


The Dorcliffe 

Licrrtard Gurtt Houw 
42 Waverley Road, Southsea. PCS 2PP 

Comlortable. friendly, Licensed Guest 
House Ideally situated BB 8 EM varied 
menu All rooms colour TV. lea. coffee 
facilities En suites available Dogs 
welcome Special weekly rates 

Tel: 01705 828283 


GOSPORT ‘CHERRY TREES’ 
15, Linden Grove, Alversioke. ETB 
l crown. Family run guest house. All 
rooms H/C, lea making, English 
breakfast, children welcome. Close 
harbour, Haslar, Dolphin, Sultan, 
£13 p.p. Lin or Steve Cell, Tel: 
01705 521543. 


Plymouth Hoe 

Small friendly Guest House 
overlooking the Hoe and Seafront. 
All rooms CTV, Tea/Coffee, C.H 
Mostly ensuite. Sky T.V Lounge. 
Parking. Courtesy pick up from 
Stations. Credit cards accepted. 
From £28 double £15 single. 
Tel; 01752 600675 

F.dfcumhf duett Hums* 

50 Tier St . Writ Hot. Flymmuh PU 3BT 


— PLYMOUTH S. 

3 uni t, \n; nnrsrF 


Started ft# Hoa i Barbican ana, dem 


walking distance to erfy earrtr*. bus. station. 
Rooms ottiigh standard with sOowors. colour 
TV. HiC, tear coffee facility*. CH, 

04. P-PPN flandard double or £15 wift shower 


SAE tor Brochure. Tel: 01752 661033 


Hoe gale Street, The Hoe, * 
Plymouth. PU 2JB * A 


Hantorna Sliest 2)otiSe 


23 WcIdtj Hud South. SkMiUrcea, Portsmouth PQ6 28X 

Telephone (01705)811157 

Umorna is ideally situated lor all amemti&s 
and only a low minutes by car to Naval base 
m Continental Ferry Port. 

All rooms colour Tflf lea/coffee facilities. 
Own keys no restrictions Tel J. Barrett. 


Navy News Own Products 

B you art nol uMjtwd Wim on* of HIT own products 
■yVd KUdugh P»i fup# vmply i Wfcjrn ll to Ut UrVHd 

wiliwn 14 dam *nq ** *4 rwpl*;* fl h** of Cft»rg« or 
«m a lul itfund iinctixfcnfl fXMlag*} 
r?*v guaranfre Tcrf 
affect you/ atatuto/y ugfiis 



AA PLYMOUTH HOE HAG 

* Lockyer St, PL1 200 # 

Telephone: (D1752) 227311 
Elegant Victorian Building with 22 
Bedrooms - 5 Ground Floor, 
Nautical Flavour Cocktail Bar. 
Colour TV. Radio, Tea/C off ee/ 
Telephone all rooms. Most en suite 
Large car park. Navy News 
Readers 10% Accommodation 
Discount. All Credil Cards 
accepted 

Brochure S or Booking contact 
Lt. Cdr. Alan Jones RNR (Ret d) 

m A Personal Service Comfortable Hotel' 


Osmond Quest ‘Mouse 

42 ’PierStreet, 'West Mot 


^ 01752 229705 

Bed and Breakfast from £K4-£1S,00 
Seifftnn. Courtesy pick up from 
stations* 4 poster bed. All rooms 
\ CTV. Tca/Coflee making. f 
Some En-suilc. Farit mg. 


THE ELMS Guest House 

48 Victoria Road .South, Southsea 

A ncrtalL friendly, family run Gue&i Huu~«? 
offering BAH {overnight or weekly rales). 
CIdk to Naval have, xtaiinn, ihopi and 
nightlife. Colour TV, iea/sroffec 
tactlinn in all rootm Soon? rooms 
cn-auile. Own keys, limited parking, 

Paddy and John (Joe) Erakirte 
Td / Fa* Porfaraoutb {01705) 823924 


southsea 
RED TUBS GUEST HOUSE 

32 WAVERLEY ROAD, SOUTHSEA 

Warm and friendly run Guest House, ideally 
situated Tor the Naval Base shopping 
centres. Continental Ferry Port beaches etc 
Own keys, no restrictions, colour TV in all 
rooms & C.H. Holiday or shod breaks 
JUNE & TERRY (01705) B32440 


Navy News Notice 
To Readers 

The publishers Of Navy News 
cannot accept responsibility 
for the accuracy of any 
advertisement or for any loses 
suffered by any readers as a 
result. Readers are strongly 
recommended to make their 
own enquiries and seek 
appropriate commercial, legal 
and financial advice before 
sending any money or entering 
into any legally binding 
agreement. 


( Subscribe to)—j 

! y^ Naw News 


A Subscription means you will be: 

• First to see the latest Navy News 
from around the world 

• First to receive Special Offers 

• Your copy is delivered to your 
door, hot off the press 


Name... 
Address 


Post Code. 

Telephone No 


A 



Special Christmas 
Offer 

Children’s V Shirt 

Enclose Itiis advertisement with your 
remittance and Get A Free T-Shibt 
with a Two or Three year subscription 
Popular cotton T Shirts with (lag and 
ship design on the front 
Sizes 221ns - 32ins 

Please slate size preferred plus sn alternative 
Stocks are limited so send your subscription 

SOON! 


to Navy News, Business Manager, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, Hampshire, England P01 3HH 

Please send me a Navy News hot of the press every month. 1 would like the subscription 
for UK at the special rate of 1 year £15 □ 2 years £27 □ 3 years £39.50 □ 

OVERSEAS SURFACE MAIL INCLUDING REPUBLIC OF IRELAND, EUROPE, 
CANADA, USA & AUSTRALIA 1 year £18.50 □ 2 years £32 □ 3 years £46 □ 


AIR MAIL PRICES AVAILABLE OR REQUEST 


Payment by Chtqut/Switch ar International Money Order* in £ Sterling and drawn on UK bank is enclosed 
OR pay by Credit Card (Credit Card orders must be aver £5) using the Coupon on Page 4 
line to administration costs, a refund cannot be given if the subscription is cancelled during the first two years. 


□ This is a new subscription (=□ Renewed subscription 
\^Please start subscription from month........... 


y 



Hampshire Court Hotel 

29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea POI 2QF 

Delightful listed building, 1823. Central for seafront, 
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Private car parking 
Tea/coffee making facilities, colour TVs in ail rooms + full 
English breakfast 

Prices from £16 per person per night 

Telephone (01705) 823522 


r 


COMMENDED 


PORTSMOUTH 

EVERLEY GUEST HOUSE 


01705 731001 


V 


‘OWN KEYS - NO RESTRICTIONS’ 

•H/C, TEACOFFEE, CTV A SKY TV ALL ROOMS' 
’ENSUITE AND FAMILY ROOMS - COTS 4 
‘13TH YEAR SAME OWNERS * 


33, FE STING ROAD, SOUTHSEA. HANTS. PQ4 PNG 



Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Self-catering flatlets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped. Colour TV, fridge, 
cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family or girl friend. 

MINIMUM 2 PERSONS QB CHARGE TOR 


Charge ( WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST. £80 

per I WEEKLY JUNE A SEPTEMBER . £70 

person I OTHER MONTHS . £50 

l Nightly (Out of Season). £10 


ALL WITH OWN BATHROOM AND TOILET 
Guests, who anticipate 9 lots imvjl should Inform Ihe mariagemeni before 2pm 
Children 12 years or under - HALF PRICE if sleeping n the same room as acMfe 
BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURING MAY - OCTOBER. 
MR CURTIS, 70 FEST1NG GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH, HANTS. 
TELEPHONE: 01705-733581 MOBILE: 0802-338559 


The Vienna Group 

Special Winter Warmers in 
London and Oxford 

Stay In any one of Vienna $ 3* hotels in London and Oxford during December 1998, 
January and February 1999, arid take advantage of che special Navy News rates 
which start from just £32.50 per person per nt, inclusive of continental buffet 
breakfast, service and VAT, sharing a twin or double room.** 

Call Vienna's Central Reservations team on 
Td; 01 71 221 I 400 Fax: 0 I 7 I 229 3917 Or 
Email: hotels@vienna-^oup.co.uk or website: www.vienna-group.co.uk 
^subject to availability 




- PLYMOUTH- 

MOUNTBATTEN 

Td: 01751 St.WFiJ: 01751 600014 
Royal Flirt! Club A Naval Bast 
within walking distance 
* AH Rooms CTV, TtaJCofftt 
A Phones. Mainly En Suite, 

* Fret Parking * Bar 
* Credit Cards Accepted 
52, Exmouib Rowi. Stoke, Plymouth. Fit 4QH 


Rooms to fitt? Why not 
advertise in Navy News 


(Canterbury BelP\ 
Guest House 

29 St Simons Road, 
SoulhMft, Portsmouth 



Modem. Comfortable Em-Sultc 
ihrcommodaiiun. All rooms have 
Satellite TV, Tca/CofTce making 
facilities A are centrally heated. 
Private car parking. Studio Rats are 
available for self-calering Rooms 
from £15 p,p. per night. 


Phone/Faa Calriona Randall on 

. (617851351277 . 


P ortsmouth 

LADY Xl 

HAMILTON 


Closest B+B to Naval Base, 

106 yards from main gate. 

HM S Victory/Mary Rose/ 

HMS Warrior/ 

Museums all on doorstep. 

22 rooms most en-suite, 
si ngles/doubles/twins + 
family rooms, colour T.V, 
Tea+Coffee facilities, free house 

V Tel: 01705 870S05 J 


Haddington House - Plymouth 

Ekfinf Victorian G/F Hobday Fill. S/C with 
o(T mod purling 

Clou? io DockyardrTorpojmA'ity Centre 
Up to 4 pcruHU Irqm £110 pet week 

Contact: Adrian & Amanda Hudd 
FbU 2, 40 Haddington Road. Stoke. 
mmouth PL2 IRk 


Telephone: 01752 767730 


SOUTHSEA 
SOLENT HOTEL 

14-17, SOl'TII PARADE 
r Opposite the Pyramid si 
TEL: 01765 875568 

Apcrial rnift for alt terrier pcnonnrl and 
t amilv £22.$8p.$ p. in full tnsmte iaukh or 
fwsn-brddrd room 

* 4 crown srafroni hotrl 

* ( uknir TV, tea ctffrt facilities 

a I iimn rwmis - fall si/f Afiwikrr Tablr 

* Ideally situaled near all local allrai'tiun* 
and its flight I in 


AUSTIN HOTEL 

3 CLARENCE PARADE 
SOUTHSEA 

Licensed 

Welcomes the Royal Navy 
All rooms bright and modem 

Colour TV irt all rooms, central 
heating, seafront position. 

No restrictions 

Discount altow&d for Serving 
Personnel 

Telephone Portsmouth 821785 


IRocfi Garden Motel, 
Southsea 

Special 

Winter 

tfreaks 

For Naval Personnel 
£32 per room 
(one or two persons) 

Central far alt Southsea airteniiie* and 
fnimainiwnf*. QuaJil y en-*ujle 
bedroom*, Salrtlile TV 's all rootu*, 
l«/ralT« radlitka. Ihhidrc. 
priiate car park 

★ Attractive Bar * 

★ Delightful restaurant ★ 


Clarence Road 

S Southsea 
P()5 2LQ 
Tel: 01705 833018 


The Victory Services Club , j ^ 

v 

19 

1 

The Friendliest Welcome in the Armed Forces World 


• Close by Marble Arch & Oxford Street 
m Affordable room rates 

• Choice of restaurants Sc bars 

• Lounges, Library, TV Sc games room 

• Function rooms lor dinners, 
receptions, reunions Sc private parties 

FREE MEMBERSHIP to serving personnel 
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Motoring 



ROADTEST - by Glynn Williams 


lime to snatch 
a thoroughly 
modern Mini? 



For your FREE INFORMATION PACK on how to 
purchase a new Peugeot at SPECIAL PRICES call 
Colin Clubley on UK 01980 653434 or write: 

Rangers TMS Ltd, FREEPOST, Bui ford Rd, Durrington SP4 is HR 


RANGERS 


MILITARY SALES 


PEUGEOT 


MOST of us have owned a Mini at some time, and I'm no exception - and like 
most of the others it didn't stay standard for long. 


The hours J spent polish! ing zhe 
skimmed cylinder head, grinding 
valves, renewing head gaskets, 
scouring breakers" yards to add the 
goodies like twin fuel tanks and 
disc brakes from a Cooper S, plus 
wide wheels and arches. 

It had a tiny chunky leather 
steering wheel, a sump guard and 
big Cibie spot and fog I amps too, 
and not just for looks - I rallied it. 
My maroon Mini was my trade¬ 
mark. 

Changing situations meant a 
family car, a reliable form of trans- 

G rl which for all - or more likely 
cause of - my endeavours, was a 
tag which hardly suited fc *JiLI". 

The worst occasion was when it 
was stolen from outside my house 
just days after a costly engine 
rebuild. It was found within a day, 
slightly battered but not worth an 
insurance claim, ft was stolen 
because you could open and start it 
with a screwdriver, the locks were 
so worn. 

Many will doubtless recall their 
old Mini with similar mixed affec¬ 
tions. not just for the car but for 
their fun fives as youngsters, but 
think they're loo old and staid now, 
and that the Mini is a dinosaur 
compared with modem rivals out 


Born with an 850cc engine, it 
constantly evolved over the 
years, gaining a l,275ce power 
plant with a pair of 1.5m SU 


carbs sucking in air with a roar 
bettered only by the big bore 
exhaust mated to competition 
manifold. 


For either UK TAX PAID 

or TAX FREE EXPORT 

contact Peugeot’s No.l supplier to HM Forces. 


Hanley Davidson 
competition 

Winner of our September 
Harley Davidson competi¬ 
tion was Mr Richard 
Wilson of Kent, Second 
prize went to J. R Doohan, 
of Gwynedd. Runners up 
were H. G. Thompson of 
York and Lynsey Houston 
of Northern Ireland, 



We are the Forces specialists and we now have a range of preferential 
rates available to all Royal Navy personnel regardless of rank or trade. 

Tax free or tax paid, with our low rate of finance you will he able 
to get more for your money. 

If you’re looking for a new car, caravan or motorcycle you need 
to be talking to us first. Call today on 


4 Flag Business Exchange Vicarage Farm Road Peterborough Cantos PEI 5TX 
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to emulate it. 

Well, I've got news for you, the 
modern Mini is every inch as much 
fun as the one you or your parents 
drove then. 

And after being cosseted in a 
succession of sophisticated modem 
boxes on wheels I guarantee it will 
make the middle-aged fed young 
again and (he young find what 
motoring's really about, especially 
if you choose the Mini Cooper, 
it’s an honest four-seater, with 
traditional limited access to the 
rear, and the boot is smaller than 
ever with a 7.5 gallon tank replac¬ 
ing the twin tanks of my era stilt 
leaving just 4.1 cu. ft. 

You can customise It 
more than ever, and it brings 
smiles wherever you go. 

And you will learn to drive 
again. Seriously. 

It might only have an eight-valve 
engine with twin-point petrol injec¬ 
tion producing 63PS, for 0-60mph 
in 12,8 seconds and &4mph top 
speed, but while it's not “fast" its 
quick, especially considering it still 
has only a four-speed gearbox! 

And it will average about 43mpg 
on unleaded petrol. 

Even in the modern Cooper 
there is no power steering, which 
can make parking rather physical, 
especially with the squat 6m wide 
tyres on 13in. alloy wheels - part of 
an £800 sports pack - which help 
retain the legendary handling. No 


anti-lock brakes, but the new ones 
work extremely well. 

You still wind the windows - and 

S ou have to, to adjust the mirrors 
y hand. 

The ride is firm, you feel every 
bump, and rapidly appreciate that 
any “spare tyre” on your figure will 
soon disappear. Physical but fun. 
Nothing laid-back - the traditional 
high-up steering wheel position 
seeing to that. 

Rally-style full-harness seatbelts 
would doubtless enhance the com¬ 
fort, and make you feet even more 
at one with the machine where you 
are constantly aware of your sur¬ 
roundings, although the noise is 
much more tolerable and there is 
the reassurance of side-impact 
bars. 

The new Cooper - at £9,425 just 
£100 more than the ordinary Mini 
JJi with identical mechanical spec¬ 
ification - looks the part, with its 
badges, spot lights and white bon¬ 
net stripes and roof accounting for 
the difference. 

Inside there is the full width burr 
walnut dash with white instrument 
dials, and yes, you still have to lean 
forward to operate unilluminated 
switches. 

There is leather trim for the 
wheel - now with airbag - and 
earknob too, and £500 extra of 
lack Cooper leather upholstery 
for the sporty seats with head 
restraints. 

Other concessions to the 1990s 


include modern Jocks - but not 
central locking - engine immobilis¬ 
er with passive arming and front 
seatbelt pre-tensioners, and a 
stereo with removable front. The 
test car also had an alarm. 

As in its original heyday, it's got 
everything you need, and the way it 
is geared it's as happy on the 
motorway as in twisting lanes and 
quire at home in city centre park- 
ing. 

But its days are numbered with a 
“new Mini" on its way in a year or 
so. If you can afford it, snap up a 
classic now - and try not to think 
that the cost, while the same as a 
more powerful Fiesta 1.25, is 20 
limes what my mother paid for her 
innovative 85Qcc Morris back in 
1959. 


CAR FACTS 


MODEL: Rover Mini Cooper 
1,31 

PRICE: £9,425 

ENGINE: 1,275ec four-cylinder 
eight-valve transverse produc¬ 
ing 63PS 

GEARBOX: Four-speed manu¬ 
al 

PERFORMANCE: 0-60mph - 
12.8secs; top speed - 84mph 
ECONOMY: Combined cycle - 
43mpg 

INSURANCE: Group 5 




rCOR! I'LL i 
HAVE A BIT 
k OF THAT! < 


Preferential rates and exclusive schemes for H.M. Forces. 
Immediate cover and monthly payment schemes. 

Speak directly to the professionals. 

Open 365 days a year, 

Sam-10pm weekdays, 9am~9pm weekends. 

s* E m 

FORCES A AAA A / A AAWA 


www.forcesd irecLco. uk 


MOTOR WITH CHOICE OF INSURANCE OPTIONS 

FREE MILITARY KIT, PERSONAL ACCIDENT OR DEATH COVER INSURANCE 
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TO ORDER PLEASE WRITE TO:- 

CAPTAIN PLANKS TREASURE CHEST 
Navy News, HMS Nelson. Portsmouth, P013HH 

Please allow 28 days for delivery 

Cheques 1o accompany orders made payable to Navy News 
For orders outside UK, payment can be made by 
cheque international money order In £ sterling and drawn on 
UK bank. Or tor payment by credM card switch (UK or abroad* 
please use the coupon on page 4. 

Credit Cards only accepted on orders over £5 
{aft prices include p&p) 


festival 


yacht in 


• HMS ENDURANCE - known as the *Red Plum' - passes 
Sugar Loaf Mountain on arrival at Rio de Janeiro, the first 
port of call of her current deployment to Antarctica. Report 
and more pictures next month. 


drama 


• The Duke of Edinburgh and Maj Gen Fulton at the RMR 50th 
birthday celebration at Bunhill Fields. Inset: Mai Gen Fulton later 
opened Sirius Court, Portsmouth, latest development by the 
Agamemnon Housing Association administered by HMS Nelson 
to provide sheltered housing for ex-RN and RM personnel. He is 
talking to resident Bill Holehouse. 


Reflective badge ..£1.50 


Starfish_£3.80 

Crab . £4.29 

Oyster.£3.55 


Finger puppets .. .£2.45 


Ripper wallets . . .£1.75 
Folding hairbrush .£2.25 
(with mirror) 

Watch.£4.99 

Torch .El .60 

(with batteries) 


BRIEF 


FISHERY patrol ship HMS Anglesey rescued a 
stricken yacht and its crew during a stormy night 25 
miies west of Lundy Island last month. 

A red flare had been spotted 
on the horizon and the ship 
turned to investigate. An hour 
later a second flare was seen 
and a white flashing torch pin¬ 
pointed an unlit yacht, the 
Thursday, stopped in the 
water. Its sails were flapping 
uselessly and it was rolling vio¬ 
lently from side to side. 

Swansea Coastguard was 
informed and the seaboat was 
called away, which reported [hat 
the Thursday had lost all power 
and had a broken boom. Two men 
in their mid sixties were on board, 
one complaining of chest injuries. 
They were taken on board the 
Anglesey while the yacht was 
taken under tow to Milford 
Haven. 

The owner had been try¬ 
ing to return his yacht to 
North Wales from (he 
International Festival of the 
Sea at Portsmouth but had 
been continually beaten 
back by bad weather. 


NAAFI announced profits of 
£7.9 million from losses of £4.2 
million in 1995-96 with an 
increased dividend return to the 
Armed Forces of £2.9 million 
and a capital investment of £17 
million in shops and clubs. 

□ □ □ 

A SQUADRON of French 
training ships manned by 
students, the Leopard-class 
Lynx, Tlgre and Chacal led 
by the Guepard, paid a rou¬ 
tine four-day visit to 
Devonport 


□ □ □ 

ETHNE Lonsdale, wife of 
Canon Rupert Lonsdale, the 
wartime Commander of HMS 
Seal, accepted a painting of the 
submarine by Simon Hughes 
from the RN Submarine 
Museum. 

□ □ □ 

THE AMERICAN submarine 
USB Hartford paid a two- 
week visit to Devonport in 
the middle of a six-month 
patrol deployment. 

□ □ □ 

ALL SEVEN yachts taking part 
in the Clipper Round the World 
Yacht Race are navigating on 
electronic charts supplied by the 
United Kingdom Hydrographic 
Office. 


After sailing from Newlyn the 
previous night, ihe engine broke 
down when a severed HT lead 
rubbed against the flywheel The 
batteries went flat attempting to 
resiarl it and the boom had 
snapped when one of the crewmen 
fell on to it while attempting to 
raise the sail 

$qua< 

based a! RN air station Culdrose, 
has won the Boyd Trophy for the 
rescue of three people from a 
yacht in the Bay of Biscay in 
August last year. The squadron 
was then embarked in HMS 
Illustrious, homeward bound after 
a seven month deployment to the 
Far East. See bravery awards, page 
15, 


RMR delivers 
with a fiftieth 
birthday bash 


THE ROYAL Marines Reserve celebrated their 50th birthday at 
Bunhill Fields, home of the Honourable Artillery Company, last 
month in the presence of Captain General Royal Marines the Duke 
of Edinburgh and the Commandant General, Maj Gen Rob Fulton. 

The venue was significant - in 1664 the Trained Bands of the 
City of London and officers of the HAC formed the Duke of York 
and Albany's Maritime Regiment and In 1948 the first ranks of the 
Royal Marines Force Volunteer Reserve were attested at Bunhill 
Fields. 

By 1954 five centres had been formed - Scotland, Mersey, Tyne, 
Bristol and London - with a number of satellite detachments. 
Unlike the TA and RNR, until recent restructuring the RMR has 
always been integrated within the regular Corps, supplying spe¬ 
cialists to support the Special Boat Service, Landing Craft, physi¬ 
ological and media operaliens, heavy weapons and additional rifle¬ 
men, drivers and cooks. 

RMR strength Is just under 1,000. Currently there are 56 RMR 
ranks serving with the Corps on either Special Short Service or 
Full Time Reserve Service engagements, such as in Bosnia and 
I with disaster relief. 


the Honduras, assisting i 

Plymouth theme 
park mooted 

A FORMER Naval victualling 
yard could become a hi-tech 
leisure site, with hotels, shops and 
a themed heritage attraction. 

The Royal William Yard, owned 
by English Partnerships, is seen as 
being a potential crowd-puller, 
tying in with Naval heritage sites 
around the Plymouth waterfront 
Disney has made an initial 
approach over the site, used in the 
filming of the Hornbtower TV 


Sugar Loaf Plum passage 


FENECK’S 

Established 1950'3 


NAVAL & MILITARY TAILOR & OI TFITTLR 

We specialise in Uniform & Dress for most Services. 
We pride ourselves on a quick 
Lacing & Medal Mounting Service, 

\y € Stock i 

MEDALS, WALL PLAQUES, REGIMENTAL TIES. H 
CRAVATS, BLAZER BADGES. CUFF LINKS ETC. 

We put our Clients First, Offering a Unique 
Quality Service at a Competitive Price. 

Contact us at:- 

140, Union Street, Plymouth PL1 3HL 

Tel/Fax 01752 665763 


CAPTAIN PLANKS CHRISTMAS GOODIES! 

CALLING ALL 

PARENTS AND GRANDPARENTS! 

Puzzled what to buy for gifts? Look no further as 
Captain Plank has special gifts for everyone. 

Wooden Jigsaw ..£12.65 

Nylon Bag.£6.50 

Pencil case . £2.99 

Pen . £0.55 

Pencil .•. £0.55 

Ruler.£0.75 

Pencil case wlth:- 
pen, pencil, ruler.£4.00 


rescue 
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Pompey to 
play RN in 
centenary 
match 

NATIONWIDE League learn 
Portsmouth have agreed to 
play against the Royal Navy in 
a special celebration match. 

Links between the Division 
One team and the Navy stretch 
back to the early part of the cen¬ 
tury* so the game has been organ¬ 
ised as part of the football club's 
centenary year celebrations. 

A number of Alan Ball's first- 
team squad are expected to put 
in an appearance* and it is hoped 
the chance for the Navy to test 
themselves against professional 
opposition will bring a bumper 
crowd to Burnaby Road. 

The game is scheduled for 
Tbesday December 15, kicking 
off at 1930. 

Collingwood 
pair drive to 
motorsport 
class win 

THE SOLE RN entry in a 
challenging Army motorsports 
event managed to win their 
class* 

PO Dave Chisletl (driver) 
and Lt Paul Nelson (navigator), 
from HMS Collingwood* took 
part in Exercise Roadmaster, 
based at Waithgili Camp in 
Cat ten ck* North Yorkshire 

The event started with a night 
navigation exercise over a 
course of more than 200 miles* 
mainly roads. 

After the eight-hour stage - 
at one point they towed an 
Army entrant out of a hedgerow 
- the Collingwood team was 
lying third. 

" They maintained this position 
in the trials section that after¬ 
noon* which required good off¬ 
road techniques* but a stirring 
effort in the final night naviga¬ 
tion exercise* on a more difficult 
course, brought them up to first 
in their class and tenth overall 
out of 60 teams. 

Weightier 
proves best 
in contest 

WEIGHTLIFTER Simon 
Mansell was awarded the best 
lifter trophy after his perfor¬ 
mance in the Cornwall county 
championships. 

WO(MW) Mansell* lifting as 
a master (35-40) in the 105kg 
class* equalled his county/dtvt- 
sional record of 82.5kg* and 
went one better in the clean and 
jerk by breaking his record with 
112.5kg, tn the process setting a 
new county/di visional record 
total of 195kg, 

The divisional title covers 
south-west counties as far as 
Dorset and Gloucestershire. 

He also increased the county 
record for press behind the neck 
to 85kg. 

Simon now hopes to compete 
in the Scottish championships in 
February and* if he qualifies, in 
the British event in March. If 
anyone can help with support or 
sponsorship* he can be contact¬ 
ed at RNAD Crombie* 
Caimeyhill* Dunfermline* tel 
RNAD Crombie ext 2517. 



Rum do at 
golf open 

TOTS of Purser's Rum 
were handed out at the 19th 
hole of Hilton Park * Miin- 
garvie, at the HMS Neptune 
Golf Open . Organised by 
CPO Brian Leash, the com¬ 
petition attracted more 
than 120 players, 
m Shipmate Johnny Tranter 
(right of picture), licensee 
of the Stone inn at Hayton, 
Carlisle, was rum bosun, 
aided by fellow licensee 
Shipmate David Moore. 


Hanging on for wins 


NAVY fliers performed exceptionally 
against rivals and the elements to win 
both classes entered in the Inter- 
Service UK Paragliding Champion¬ 
ships. 

Of the 34 military entrants the Navy 
provided seven pilots" and the competition 
was restricted by a week of atrocious 
Welsh weather. 

But WO l John Panter RM became the 
first ever RN Open Class champion, after 
only two years in the sport. 

Lt Roiy Lynch RN was the second- 
placed Navy pilot* with CCMEA Tony 
Haile third. 


The intermediate class* for recently- 
qualified pilots* also went to the RN, with 
Royal Marine Richard Clark taking the 
honours. 

Lt Cdr Chris Bates was the second RN 
man in the class. 

The Joint Services have two hang-glid- 
ing/paragiiding schools, in Wales and 
Bavaria* and courses are advertised in JSP 
419. 

Anyone interested in the sport should 
contact their PT officer, the Joint Services 
Hang-gliding and Paragliding Centre at 
Crickhowell in Wales, or the RN Hang- 
gliding Para-gliding Club Secretary on 
Portland ext 5233. 


Jason courts success 



SIXTEEN players battled it out for 
the main prize in the RN Squash 
Championships. 

All the seeded players made it 
through to the latter stages of the Open 
event* with Jason You dale putting out 
Tony Draper for the second year run¬ 
ning to reach the Final to "face lan 
Binks, who had beaten A1 Dunphy 3-0* 

The final saw Jason power to victory 
with a 3-0 win. 

Of those defeated in the first round* 
S/Lt Julian Crew from Dartmouth - a 
new player to RN squash - won the 
plate final, while the classic plate* for 
those knocked out in the Open quarter¬ 
finals* went to Dave Armstrong, who 
narrowly beat Jason Wallace 3*2. 

The Under-25s* played on a round* 
robin basis, was won by Julian Crew, 
with Tony Draper in runners-up spot, 

A strong Veterans competition pro* 
duced a shock in the quarter-finals, 
when Alex Johnstone overcame Jocky 
Stewart* but a third game game of the 
day for Alex proved too much* and he 
lost to AJ Dunphy in the semis. 

Robin Young beat Richard Pclly 3-1 
to clinch a place in the final, then went 
on to beat Al Dunphy in a close match. 

There were only four entries in the 
Vintage event. First Sea Lord Admiral 
Sir Michael Boyce contested the final 
with Tim Webb, but the Navy's top man 
slipped to a narrow defeat. 

In the doubles, Jason Youdale again 
prevailed in the final, when he and 
partner Dave Stick land beat Tbny 
Draper and Dave Armstrong. 

A challenge trophy was introduced 
this year* and from 12 entries finalists 
Jason Wallace and Julian Crew pro¬ 
duced an absorbing* hard-fought 
match, with Julian taking the spoils. 


Muddy start to new 
cross country season 


THE WINTER season has begun in 
earnest for Navy runners* writes Lt Cdr 
Bob Chapman , 

Many athletes are well into their new training 
regime under the care of coach Chris Jones and 
manager Bob Dunkley, 

The start of the Hampshire area league al 
Farley Mount featured an RNAC team heavily 
depleted because of the clash with the universi¬ 
ty race at Oxford, but the veter¬ 
ans were out in force. 

Paul Davoille wax the first of 
the team home in 33m 57s* com¬ 
ing 82nd out of 312 runners and 
15 th veteran* 

John Gueran and Brian 
Davies were next in* putting the 
veterans third in Division 2. 

As the seniors only fielded 
two runners, they stand seventh 
out of ten in Division 2. 

A good turnout in the next 
race, at Reading, saw the seniors 
take first place on a fast* muddy 
course* complete with nasty hill. 

John Potts had an excellent 
run to finish 18th* followed by 
Mark Goodrich in 4lsl and Taff 
John in 50th. 

Ken Holdberg and Roger 
.Shepherd* both serving afloat in 
Devonport* managed to com¬ 
pete whilst on weekend leave* 

The veterans fared well* with 
Steve Gough in 41st place after 
a fall and John Gueran 105th 
out of 248. 


At St Austell* in muddy* testing conditions* 
Boh Chapman (Yeovilton) and Belinda Fear 
(Cu Id rose) flew the flag for RNAC. 

In a field of around 160* Bob ran a steady 
race to come 33rd while Belinda also found the 
going hard and finished 17th in the ladies' race. 

The second Westward League fixture was 
held in even muddier conditions at Tiverton, 
and for the first time RNAC had two runners in 
the ladies' race. 


Belinda Fear found the mud and hills to her 
liking* and after a good start in the waterlogged 
fields she worked hard up the hills and finished 
in 6th place* while Max Ashby (Raleigh) fin¬ 
ished a highly creditable 19th in her first outing 
in this league. 

In the prestigious Mike Sully event al Bristol, 
George Roper ran a very good race to finish 
19th m atrocious wet conditions* and behind 
him came John Potts in 35th spot. 



ROYAL Navy runners continued to domi¬ 
nate the annual marathon challenge against 
the US Marine Corps. 

RoyaJ Marine Cpl Mark CroasdaJe finished sec¬ 
ond overall In the Washington DC USMC Mens 
Marathon Challenge Cup in a time of 2h 31m 33s* 
closely followed by Cpl Gary Gerrard* who was 
third overall in 2h 32m 43s In his first marathon* 
RN team captain Lt Cdr Peter Walker completed 
the scoring three* finishing in 15th in 2h 38m 6s* 
This gave the Navy an aggregate time of 7h 
42m 22$ - a margin of nearly 25 minutes over the 
USMC, putting the British 13-8 up In the series* 
Other strong Navy performances came from 
W02 Terry Pares (18th; 2h 40m 33s)* Cpl Chris 
Ray (30th: 2h 45m 37s)* CRS Taff John (58th: 2h 
52m 30s)* Cpl Paul Timmons (187th, 3h 6m) and 
RS{SM) Stewart Cox (257th* 3h 10m 18s)* 

The Navy ladies could not repeat last year's 
dress rehearsal' victory, and the USMC Ladies 
took the first chaltenge cup by a narrow margin* 
The Navy team was anchored by POWWTR 


Lindsay Gannon* who ran a personal best of 3h 
8m 42$ to finish 17th, followed in 42nd place by Lt 
Cdr Aji Buchanan (3h 18m 21s). 

LRWEN Sally Donnelly* a doubtful started 
through injury* finished in 3h 42m 16s* 

Team manager Lt Glnge Gough was unable to 
compete because of an injury sustained in last 
year s race* but is considering competing in 1999. 

The DC marathon attracted 18*500 runners* and 
temperatures rose to the 70s during the morning. 

The teams were cheered on by RNAAA presi¬ 
dent* Rear-Admiral Frankiyn, Vice Admiral 
Perowne and Commodore Anthony. 

B Cpl Gerrard Is also making a name for himself 
In the world duathlon rankings. 

Despite being in the sport for little more than a 
year, Gary finished fourth in his age group while 
representing Britain in the World Championships 
in Germany, giving him automatic entry tor next 
year s World Championships. He Is also ranked in 
the European top 20 for the sport* which involves 
a 10km run* a 40km bike ride* then a 5km final run. 


Navy’s first 
games are 
academic 

THE ROYAL Navy began 
the football season with 
wins against Cambridge 
and Oxford Universities* 
writes Lt Cdr Jim Danks . 

CPO Steve Johnson (SCU 
Leydene)* this season's 
Navy coach* used the 
matches to give a run-out to 
players who had impressed 
in the Inter-Command com¬ 
petition* 

Al Fenners the Navy fin¬ 
ished 3-2 up against the 
Light Blues. After a goal¬ 
less first half L/Cpl Richard 
Hope (RM Band 
Portsmouth) and Mne 
Steven Stacey (CTCRM) 
scored on their debut* with 



The students put the 
Navy under pressure and 
clawed back two goals* but 
couldn't equalise. 

Next up were Oxford* 
who lost 2-0 In a keenly- 
contested game at Ports¬ 
mouth when Stacey and OM 
David Wilson (HMS Dryad) 
netted* 

English Fire Service 

proved too hot to handle at 
HMS Drake when their slick 
passing game produced 
four goals to the Navy’s 
sole effort - an equaliser 
from POAEM Nigel 
Thwaites (HMS Seahawk) 
just before half-time. 

This run-out against 

classy opponents stood the 
sailors well in their next 
game against Ryman 

League side the 
Metropolitan Police* 

On a crisp evening at 
Burnaby Road the Navy 
shaded the first half and 
were slightly lucky to lead 
through a Thwaites cross¬ 
shot which was turned into 
hls own goal by a defender* 

Navy pressure after the 
break was rewarded when 
Richard Hope scored a fine 
goal to wrap up the game. 

Women win 
their opener 

THE Royal Navy women's 
football team tricked off 
Iheir season with a 1-0 win 
over Oakford Ladies at 
HMS Heron. 

LWPT Lisa Afford (HMS 
Collingwood) hit the post 
after 20 minutes* but then 
the RN had to survive 
some near things - 
Oakford seemed to have 
taken the lead but the goal 
was disallowed for offside, 
then the visitors missd an 
open goal. 

The Navy made them pay 
when LWAEM Marissa 
Dryhursf (HMS Osprey) hit 
the woodwork and Lisa 
Alford netted the rebound 
to put the Navy into the 
lead. 

Despite several changes 
in the second half, chances 
were few and the Navy 
hung on to their advantage. 
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Sport 


Boxer 

accepts 

second 

chance 


NAVY boxers Grant Leary 
and John O Reilly had 
mixed fortunes in the 
regional finals of the NABC 
Under-19 National Champ¬ 
ionships. 

AEM O'Reilly was originally 
eliminated, but his opponent 
was later removed from the 
competition on a technicality 

O'Reilly was reinstated, and 
took his second chance, beat¬ 
ing Anthony Small from Kent 
in the quarter-finals (South 
East v South West). 

As holder of the Southern 
Area title, he now goes on to 
the semi-finals vs London at 
Aldershot 

In his contest, Leary showed 
no respect for England interna¬ 
tional and reigning NABC 
champion Sam Price, who has 
only lost once in 30 bouts. 

A furious bout, with heavy 
blows being landed, ended 
when Leary pinned his oppo¬ 
nent to the ropes, only to be 
turned and dropped by a 
vicious right-hander. 

Coach POPT Q Shill ingtord 
said: "The boxers showed 
courage and determination; at 
this level you only meet top- 
class boxers. 

“O'Reilly and Leary have a 
great chance of going a long 
way in boxing - it s up to them 
how far they go." 

■ The RN Novice Boxing 
Championships at HMS Drake 
proved a big success with a 
high standard of skill. 

Final results were: 

Fleet. ,.24pts 

RM ....... 23pts 

Portsmouth.......12pts 

Fleet Air Arm ....,,3pts 

Plymouth .... 

Scotland ......Opt 

Best bout of the night went 
to L/Cpl Tweed RM v MEM Max 
Maxwell (Portsmouth). 

■ Two HMS Nelson boxers are 
through to the semi-finals of 
the England ABA Novice 
championships, for those with 
fewer than ten bouts. 

The RN's representatives are 
LPT Jason Steel (HMS 
Birmingham) and MEM Ronnie 
Coteman (HMS Invincible). 

■ Two boxers from 
Portsmouth Command took 
part in a show at Titchfield. 

MEM Max Maxwell beat his 
WaterlooviNe ABC opponent 
on points after three hard- 
fought rounds. 

Colleague MEM Gary 
Dawson didn't fare so well, 
ending up on the wrong side of 
a split decision - but taking 
consolation from being select¬ 
ed as bout of the night. 


Navy players make an early start 


ALTHOUGH the Royal Navy Rugby 
Union’s season officially kicks off this 
month with a fixture against Hampshire, 
five members of this year’s squad have 
already been in action for the Combined 
Services, writes Lt C'dr Grassy* Meadows. 

Sgt Bob Armstrong (HQ Cdo Logs), Us Dave 
Sibson (HMS Excellent), LS Nick Bartlett 
(HMS London), Mne Date Cross (CTC 
Lympstone) and AEM Dan Parks (RNAS 
Yeovil ton) played against the Netherlands 
national team in Amsterdam in their prepara¬ 
tion to face England in the World Cup 99 qual¬ 
ifier. 

The Dutch got a lasie of things to come when 
they lost 30-23 to the Services, who went on to 
lose 51-20 to ihe Barbarians at Portsmouth in 
Ihc annual Remembrance Match. 

With his thoughts totally focused on reversing 


last season’s dose defeat against the Army in 
the Willis Corroon-sponsored Inter-Service 
championship, selector CPO Spyda Webb 
(RNAS Yeovilton) will be looking for a strong 
start in his first outing. 

The Hampshire game is on Wednesday 
December 2 at the USSG in Portsmouth, kick 
offal 1800. 

Other fixtures are: 

Jan 20 v GLOB (LISSG, 1930) 

Jan 26 v Devon (Rectory, 1900} 

Feb 10 v Cornwall (Rectory, 1900) 

Feb 24 v Cambridge University (USSG, 1815) 
Mar 3 v Rossfyn Park (Roehampton, 1930) 
Mar 17 v Richmond (Richmond. 1930) 

Mar 31 v Blackheath (Blackheath ( 1930) 

Apr 14 v RAF (Gloucester 1900) 

Apr 24 v Army (Twickenham. 1500) 

■ The Navy helped launch a new national 
Under-12s Rugby Festival for emerging schools. 


The final eight teams will play at Twickenham 
in front of a crowd of 40*0U0 gathered for the 
annual Willis Corroon Army v Royal Navy 
match. 

The actual final is scheduled for half time in 
the main match. 

The competition, supported by the Daily 
Telegraph, PFDS Transport and Sportsmatch, 
will be the largest grass-roots rugby event of its 
type in the Northern Hemisphere, attracting 
between 10,000 to l5iMKl new participants to 
ntgby. 

Feeder events will start next month, leading 
to nine regional events to the final stages at 
Staines RFC and Twickenham. 

The launch was held at the Ministry of 
Defence in Whitehall, and was attended by the 
Minister for Sport, Tony Banks, the Duke of 
York, and Capl Nicholas Butler, Chairman of 
the National Festival organising committee. 



offers 
challenge 


THE ROYAL Navy and Royal 
Marines have teamed up with 
Speedo to launch a new educa¬ 
tional initiative. 

The Multi-Sport Challenge is a 
programme which will help stu¬ 
dents aged 14- lb develop fitness, 
mental aptitude and planning 
skills, focusing on triathlon skills of 
swimming, cycling and running. 

Schools will be given training 
guidance via the Internet and cur¬ 
riculum-related teachers’ notes 
and a training video. 

Schools can use the programme 
as a guide, or aim to compete in 
the three regional events and the 
national final, to be held in July. 

The Royal Navy’s Service to 
Education is highly committed to 
developing and producing a wide 
range of resources which stretch 


across the PE, design and technol¬ 
ogy curriculum and, in addition, 
support resources in the careers 
field. 

Each resource is free on a onc- 
per-secondary school basis, reach¬ 
ing 95 per cent of UK, secondary 
schools. 

Launching the challenge on 
HMS Belfasi in London was the 
Deputy Director of Naval 
Recruiting, Capt John Wollon, and 
students from the Geoffrey 
Chaucer School in Southwark. 

Also there were Karen 
Pickering, 1998 Commonwealth 
Games silver medalist, Olympic 
swimmer Nick Gillingham and 
British inathletes Richard Robson. 
Sian Bryce and Stuart Hayes, 

For more details of the Multi- 
Sport Challenge, call 01202 
244035. 



Storm fails to stop race 


STORMY weather might have caused problems 
at the start of a tri-Service yacht race, but the 
three crews arc back on course and heading for 
the Caribbean. 

The three yachts had hardly got under way when 
a storm in the Channel caused flooding in the 
engine compartment of the Army yacht. Broad¬ 
sword. 

The boat limped into Plymouth where she was 
briefly joined by the other two entrants, Racer 
(Royal Air Force) and Adventure (Royal Navy), 

A full safety inspection was carried out, but 
within a short time of the yachts setting off again 
Broadsword returned with problems in her bilge 
system, so she headed back to race headquarters in 
Gosport where she was taken out of the water and 
given a thorough structural survey. 

Parts of the bilge system were replaced, and the 


• On their marks - from left, Henrietta Gyima t Capt John Wotton t 
Deputy Director of Naval Recruiting, and Karen Pickering. 

Picture: LA(PHOT) Dave Coombs {DNH) 

Mike strikes 

RFA MAN Mike Marshall took 
the prize at the HMS Collingwood 
knock-out golf tournament at 
Southwick Park. 

First Officer Marshall also won 
the PRNGC Summer Knock-out. 

Other prize winners were PO 
Daisy May, Mr Norman Woodruff 
and Lt Cdr Trevor James, while 
the team competition was taken by 
HMS Dryad A. 


Army crew then started for a fourth time and 
looked to start making some ground on their 
rivals, who were already well out into the Atlantic 
on the way to Antigua. 

If all goes well, the second leg of the Transglobe 
98 race will start in Antigua at the middle of this 
month, heading south to finish in Panama around 
the middle of January. 

According to the plans, subsequent legs will lake 
in ports of call including Hawaii, Hong Kong, 
Singapore, Cape Town, Buenos Aires, Grenada 
and back to the UK, finishing a year from now. 

As Navy News went to press. Navy yacht 
Adventure was enjoying a slight lead over the air¬ 
men, while the Army have a lot of catching up to 
do. 

Latest details of the race are available on the 
Internet at jsastc.org 



In Brief 


Tactical race 
brings reward 

PAUL Levick (HMS Heron) 
completed a superb early 
autumn by finishing 8th in the 
Stroud Half Marathon in the 
excellent time of G9m 55s. 

Paul ran a sensible race on 
ihe undulating course, staying 
in touch with the leaders for six 
miles, then eased back hut kept 
them in view to draw him along. 

At the end he was rapidly 
dosing on the pair in front of 
him. and he logged a personal 
best by almost three minutes. 

Although he is now back in 
Norway, Paul hopes to compete 
in the Navy cross country cham¬ 
pionships next month. 

Junior rugby 
club reforms 

THE United Services Rugby 
Football Club junior/mini 
section in Portsmouth has 
been reformed, and there 
are plans to expand the mini 
section through involve¬ 
ment with local schools. 

The club meets on 
Sunday mornings at HMS 
Temeraire. Anyone interest¬ 
ed in enrolling their chil¬ 
dren, or helping (particularly 
qualified coaches) should 
contact Trevor Baker on 
Portsmouth 342090. 

Coaches test 
their skills 

RN FOOTBALL coaches put 
youngsters through their paces 
at a festival of football at HMS 
Excellent. 

The weekend of training and 
competition, under the guid¬ 
ance of Li Cdr Henry 
Millington, RNFA Director of 
Coaching and Staff Officer Sea 
Scouts, Led children through 
ihe FA Soccer Star award 
scheme, and gave RN coaches 
the chance to put their skills 
into practice for the benefit of 
potential recruits. 

PT data lost 

DUE to a computer failure 
at HMS Temeraire, the data¬ 
base for the RNPTBA has 
been lost. 

All members are asked to 
contact the Hon Sec at HMS 
Temeraire with their details 
so the database can be 
renewed. 



• Air smites - PO Robbie Way (left) and Lt Cdr Phil Gibbs enjoy the view from 
thousands of feet above the California countryside. 


Experts dive 
in to assist 

TWO NAVY men have helped support 
an Army Air Corps adventurous train¬ 
ing expedition to the United States. 

Lt Cdr Phil Gibbs was invited along as 
one of only 70 qualified British Parachute 
Association advanced instructors. 

Phil is team leader of the RN Raiders 
parachute display team, and chairman of 
the British Parachute Association. 

With him was PO Robbie Way, of BRNC 
Dartmouth. 

LI Cdr Gibbs, the Officer-in-Charge of 
the Fleet Information Management Unit, 
said they were supported by the RN and 
RM Sports Lottery Fund and various 
Adventurous Training funds, and Virgin 
Atlantic’s support was partly repaid when 
aircrew tried some tandem skydiving. 

Members of the expedition managed to 
put in up to 50 jumps while training begin¬ 
ners in the art of sky-diving from the Lake 
Elsinore club, 80 miles from Los Angeles. 


EMBROIDERED OR PRINTED CLOTHING FROM 

GALADRIEL 


POLO SHIRTS ■ T SHIRTS - SWEATSHIRTS * SHORTS 
RUGBY SHIRTS * CAPS * PILOT SHIRTS * 
JOCKEY SHORTS BADGES AND MORE 
QUALITY MERCHANDISE FROM A QUALITY COMPANY: 


LOWEST PRICES & FASTEST DELIVERY GUARANTEED 
NO ARTWORK CHARGE 

* STAFFED BY EX SERVICE PERSONNEL • 

TEL 07971 587706 OR FAX 01283 532579 

FOR BROCHURES AND PRICES 


* RUGBY UNION * 
Wju ROYAL NAVY V THE ARMY vSf 

4 at [4 

JUint Twickenham JJJIM 

^ Saturday 24th April 1999 ^ 

K.O. 1500 

TICKETS AND COACH PASSES ON SALE FROM 
1 JANUARY 1999 

TICKET HOTLINE 01705 865575 

RNRFU SHOP HAS MANY ITEMS FOR SALE, 
WEAR THEM ON THE DAY - CONTACT 
COLIN PRIDE 

0171 305 3938 FOR PRICE LIST 
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Options 


LENDID SENDS TOMAHAWK MISSILE 


223 


MILES TO TARGET 


BRITAIN'S 



CRUISE 
FIRING IS 
BANG-ON 

THE SUCCESS of Britain’s first live cruise missile fir¬ 
ing has opened a new chapter in the history of Royal 
Navy weaponry. 


• HMS Splendid’s Tomahawk 
cruise missile breaks surface, 
leaving behind a cloud of 
steam and smoke on the 
boiling sea. Soon after, its 
wings deployed (inset) to take 
it 400 miles to destroy a 
practice target with pinpoint 
accuracy. 


plan 


Transfer 
on 
offer to 
QARNNS 
medics 

ALL Medical Assistant rales 
of Queen Alexandra's Royal 
Naval Nursing Service - 
MA(Q)s - may now choose to 
transfer to the Royal Navy MA 
branch following the end of 
recruitment to the MA(Q) 
branch earlier this year. 

Those who decide to switch will 
effectively leave QARNNS and re¬ 
enter the Royal Navy, transferring 
in their existing rate and with exist¬ 
ing seniority. 

They will have to accept sea ser¬ 
vice liability and a reserve liability. 
At PO rate they will become eligi¬ 
ble for consideration for Second 
Open Engagement. They will con¬ 
tinue to wear the same uniform 
but without the Queen Alexandra 
monogram. 

Effective dale of transfer is 
February L 

More details appear in RN 
Defence Council Instruct ion 
164/98, 

Diving officer 
'seriously ill' 
after accident 

DIVING officer Ll Thomas Kelly 
was described as "very seriously 
ill", as Navy News went to press, 
after an accident at the Defence 
Diving School at Portsmouth, 

Lt Kelly (40) was taken uncon¬ 
scious from the water while taking 
part in a training course in I torse u 
Island lake on November 10. He 
was treated by fellow divers ul the 
scene and then transferred to the 
Royal Hospital Haslar 

An inquiry into the accident 
was being set up. 


T he US-designcd Tomahawk 
missile was fired on November 
18 from HM submarine 
Splendid off the Pacific island 
of San Clemente in an 
American firing range. 

The firing marked the climax of 
a three-year development pro¬ 
gramme by the RN to enable the 
Tomahawk -or TEAM (Tomahawk 
L.and Attack Missile) - to he fired 
from the torpedo tubes of sub¬ 
merged British sub marines. 

Britain is the only nation apart 
from the USA to have the weapon 
which gives its Submarine Service 
greater flexibility by providing it 
with truly global reach with a sub- 



strategic missile. 

In the launch test. Splendid fired 
the missile, with a fOQOfb high- 
explosive warhead, 4(MJ miles to 
San Clemente, and its target there 
- a group of old transport contain¬ 
ers well inland. 

Using a sophisticated communi¬ 
cations system that has been tested 
in "dry runs\ the target data was 
encoded and transmitted from 
London to the submarine which 
then transferred it via the weapon's 
control system to the Tomahawk's 


computer memory, 
Tm “ ' 


through Splendid's 21 in, torpedo 
tube, being expelled by water 
under high pressure - something 
which the boat had successfully 
practised previously with unarmed 
missiles. 

A booster rocket ignited the 
missile's propulsion system as it 
neared the surface. The 
Tomahawk's wings and air-intake 
deployed after it broke surface and 
a navigation system invoking satel¬ 


lite data, radar and a video camera 
guided it to its target at a height of 
100ft overland. 

Britain has 64 remaining 
Tomahawks and plans to equip all 
its submarines with the weapon, 

Splendid - an older S-class boat 
- was chosen for the T! AM devel¬ 
opment to minimise the disruption 
to the operational programme of 
Britain's submarine flotilla. 

The boat was fitted to fire the 
missile during a routine docking 
period. 


Atherstone 
in Baltic 
minefield 
discovery 

WHEN minehunter HMS 
Atherstone helped to sur¬ 
vey the approaches to 
Tallinn harbour in Estonia, 
60 uncharted obstructions 
were found - as well as 
what appeared to be a 
World War II minefield. 

The Royal Navy ship was 
carrying out the exercise with 
two Dutch, four Swedish and 
one Estonian vessel. 

Atherstone’s Commanding 
Off ice r t Lt Cdr Alistair Adams, 
said: "We are very excited 
about this joint discovery and 
the work now required to iden¬ 
tify the findings. We just want 
to gel on with the work provid¬ 
ing the weather does not inter¬ 
fere too much, 11 

Girl sheds three 
stone to join up 

OVERWEIGHT candidate for the 
Royal Navy, Rowena Sinclair, was 
so determined to join up that she 
brought her weigh! down by over 
three stone to be able to pass her 
final fitness test, 

Rowena (16) was refused entry 
to the RN due to her 13 stone 21b. 
Nevertheless, she kept in contact 
with her recruiting adviser in 
Cambridge, CPO Victor Smith, 
and finally passed the test at a neat 
ten stone. She passed all the other 
selection procedures and will be 
starting basic training. 

RM Christmas 
band concert 

THIS YEAR'S Christmas Concert 
by the Royal Marines School of 
Music will be held ai St John's 
Cathedral, Portsmouth on 
December 111 in conjunction with 
Portsmouth University. Tickets at 
£5 are available from the Concert 
Secretary, RMSM, HMS Nelson. 
Portsmouth, POI 3HH (tel. OI7U5 
726182). 


Boxer joins Gulf group for last deployment 


■ From front page 
UN sanctions against Iraq. 
She is supported by the 
tanker RFA Brambleieaf and 
was being joined In late 
November by the Type 22 
frigate HMS Boxer, 

Boxer, whose eight-month 
deployment to the Gulf will be 
her last before she finally 
pays off, is under the com¬ 
mand of Cap! Richard 
Ibbotson. He is no stranger to 
the region, having been 
awarded a DSQ for his com¬ 
mand of the minehunter HMS 
Hurworth throughout the Gulf 
War in 1991. 

Boxer relieved HMS 
Grafton, which is due to 
return to her Portsmouth 
base on December 21. Before 
the current Gulf crisis, the 
ship visited Singapore, the 


Philippines, Malaya and 
South Korea where C-in~C 
Fleet, Admiral Nigel 
Essenhigh, joined her for the 
23-ship Korean International 
Fleet Review. 

In Manila in the Philipinnes, 
the ship's medical team held a 
clinic at an orphanage, giving 
advice and treatment to over 
50 adults and children from 
'street families', 

■ HMS Boxer is one of 
three surplus Type 22 frigates 
over which talks were being 
held with Chile about a possi¬ 
ble sales deal. 

The negotiations were put 
on hold due to the arrest in 
Britain of Chile's former pres* 
ident, Augusto Pinochet. The 
other ships involved are HMS 
Beaver and MMS London. 


Accuracy of 4.5in. 
gun gets a boost 

THE ACCURACY of the 4.5m. automatic gun system in Types 
22 and 23 frigates is being improved by integrating it with ships' 
command systems. 



The Gun System Automatic Mk 
K - GSA8 - with its associated 
G e ne ra I P u rpose Electro-Optica I 
Director is filled in type 22 Batch 
3 and Type 23 ships. The upgrade 
allows continuous update of ship 
position to he passed to the GSAK 
system so reducing first-salvo 
error and maintaining accuracy 
during prolonged Firing, 

Target indication from the com¬ 
mand system to GSAN is possible 
as well as vastly improved com¬ 
mand and control from the princi¬ 
pal warfare officer to the gun con¬ 
trol I er. 


Prince of Wales 
now an Admiral 


THE PRINCE of Wales is now a 
Rear Admiral as a result of his 
50th birthday promotion to 
two-star rank in alt three 
Services. 

Prince Charles was promot¬ 
ed Captain on his 40th birth¬ 
day in November 1988. He 
joined the Royal Navy in 1971, 
reaching the rank ol 
Commander in 1977. 
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Wow// 


.. v 

fMA'iBfi: A tad 
(^OMPOUJD eft. FOR J 
LN6XT 


iou wtour 
PtlCJUMOj #MVW 


/n EARTY Christmas greetings to all me crew and all the Gang Plank^ 

Club members. This year me crew and I will be on the high seas for 
I I that big Christmas Day so all you landlubbers just keep your fingers 
crossed for good weather. 

I hear tell that old pirate Long John Silver is in our waters at the moment. I think 
I might summon up some of that festive spirit and ask him to join us on board for 
a big Christmas feast. Mind you, I had better hide our treasure. I hear he is very 
keen on pieces of gold. 

I hope that you remembered to tell me old shipmate Father Christmas what you 
want for Christmas. I knew 'FC' before he set sail to Greenland and got all them 
helpers. Mind you, me hearties, I think he has a fair old job to do, going all over 
the world to deliver presents and all before the Big Day. I'm glad I only have to 
sail the high seas to meet me Gang Plank members, and in January i'll be sailing 
Into that there London Boat Show. Come and see me and me crew. We'll be there 
from January 7 to 18, In good old Earls Court. 


CHAT PAD 

YOUR LETTERS are rotting in* A special thank you to Jade 
Fraser from Cleveland who is eight years old and sent us 
this lovely poem - Gang Ptank are the best They always 
seem to pass the test tf it seems to rain, They bring out the 
sun again. We think it's a fantastic poem and would love to 
receive more, so don't delay - send your poetry today} 

We have lots of smashing prizes to be won in this 
bumper Christmas special. Do you wish you could talk with 
the animals? Dr Dolittte can and you could win tickets to 
see the musical in London, with fabulous animatronie pup¬ 
pets which look really lifelike* Or perhaps you would prefer 
to win some wicked creepy critters foaming bath gel and 
toy to make baths a funky fun time* Make sure you ve 
renewed your membership because we have masses of hot 
stuff planned for the New Year. 






Doctor Dolittle is an absolute delight for 
Adults and Children alike. Philip Schofield 
stars alongside 92 amazing animals created 
by Jim Hensons Creature workshop. 
Including Julie Andrews as the voice of 
Polynesia the parrot, ‘Gub Gub’the pig and 
the fascinating ‘Push me Pull You. 

Enter the competition to win: 

A FAMILY TICKET AND BACKSTAGE TOUR 
OF THE SHOW by answering the following 
questions: 

WHO IS THE VOICE OF POLYNESIA? 


HOW MANY ANIMALS STAR IN THE SHOW? 
WHAT IS THE NAME OF THE PIG? 


Send you completed entry to ‘The Gang Plank Club’, Navy News, 
HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth. POI 3HH 

Name...Age. 

Address ..... 

Entries must be in by 30th January 1999. Winners will be notified by post 
Employees or relatives of Navy News staff are ineligible to enter. 


Spare a thought 
for everyone 
working at Christmas 


A LL OVER the country 
there are people who 
have to work at 
Christmas. 

So when you're tucking 
in to your Christmas 
lunch or enjoying your 
holiday, spare a 
thought for these 
generous people. 

Many of the 
sailors in the 
Navy, at home 
and abroad, will 
be hard at work 
during the 
festivities. 

Doctors and 
nurses will be 
looking after 
patients in 
hospital, 
trying to 
get every¬ 
one well 
enough to 

go home, but really sick 
people will have to stay in 
and it is their job to keep 
them cheerful and care for them. 

Animals still need feeding and caring for 
even during the holidays. So our vets, veteri¬ 
nary nurses and zoo keepers carry on working, 
making all our animals very happy. 

People still have to get from place to place 
over the Christmas holidays so train drivers, 
airline staff, lorry drivers, bus drivers and taxi 
drivers all work very hard for us. 


Our emergency ser¬ 
vices, the police, tire, 
ambulance and the 
coastguard service, ail 
carry on their normal 
duties throughout the 
holidays. 

Don’t forget the 
television and radio 
stations that will be 
keeping us all enter¬ 
tained right through 
the big day! 

And then there's 
all the actors and 
actresses in the¬ 
atres who are 
keenly rehears¬ 
ing for pan¬ 
tomimes 
ready for 
us to see 
in the New 
Year. 
























































HO HO HO! I love Christmas and scrummy Christmas food. My favourite yule- 
tide snacks are mince pie parcels made out of a special pastry called filo pas 
try. It’s light, crispy and doesn't crumble down your chin like normal pastry. 


Equipment: 

One grown-up to help you, one flat work sur¬ 
face, one apron or an old shirt, one table- 
spoon, a sieve or tea strainer, a btunt*edged 
knife, a teaspoon, a pastry brush (or you could 
just use your finger) a baking tray and a plate 
for serving them up. 


Ingredients: 

One packet of filo pastry (defrosted) 

One Jar of mincemeat 

One cup of milk 

One tablespoon of plain Hour 

Butter for greasing 

icing sugar 


Mince pie parcels are simple to make. Defrost 
the pastry. Put on your apron and ask the grown¬ 
up to switch the oven on to 2GGC or gas mark 7. 
The oven has to be really hot. 

Take the sieve and hold it over the work sur¬ 
face. Take the tablespoon of flour and pour it into 
the sieve. Gently shake the sieve over the surface 
so the flour dusts the top. This is called sifting. 

Gently unfold the pastry. Be very careful 
because it is delicate and may tear. With the help 
of the grown-up remove the lop sheet of pastry 
and lie it on the dusted work surface. Using the 
blunt-edged knife cut the pastry into squares of 
roughly 8cm x 7cm. With a teaspoon, scoop the 
mincemeat evenly from the jar and place in the 
centre of the square. 

Now for the tricky bit. Collect all the corners of 
the square and bring them to the middle of the 
mincemeat. Hold all four comers in one hand and 
with your free hand pinch the pastry until Ihe par¬ 
cel is sealed. Hurrah! You’ve made your first 
mince pie parcel. 

One sheet will make about ten parcels, so just 
repeat the process again and again. 


When they are done ask the grown-up to help 
you take them out of the oven. They wilt need to 
cool on the tray for about five minutes. 

Once cooled put the parcels neatly on to a 
serving plate and sift the icing sugar, with the 
sieve or the tea strainer, over the top of them. Not 
too much but enough to look as it a gentle sprin¬ 
kling of snow has just fallen on them. 

j Yum Yum - now they are ready to ealH! Well 
done, you deserve to taste one of your marvel¬ 
lous creations. Don't forget to thank the grown¬ 
up for helping you. Happy Christmas. 


*»i *■» «* W m w * 

; GAMG t'L m 


This competition is sponsored by 
Merlin Prime Contractor 


MEMBER 


Merlin is the 
Royal Navy’s new \ 
Multi-Mission i 
Helicopter. 

To celebrate 
Merlin’s introduction 1 
into service on J 
1st December 1998 i 
Spot the 10 j 
differences between > 
copy A and copy S ! 
and you could win: | 


(AN details w/U be arranged | 
nearer the date) | 


.. * Plus 2 runner * 

Send your completed entry to ( Ttie Gang Plank Club’ Navy 
News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth, POI 3HH. , 
Name .... Members No ..... . i 


Options 
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CHRISTMAS At 


Melt-in-your-mouth 


mince pie parcels 


To cook them grease the baking tray by rub¬ 
bing butter thinly all over it. 

This will stop them from sticking. Place them 
carefully on to the baking tray with one parcel 
space between each one. 

Gently coat them with milk, using the pastry 
brush or your finger. This is done so the parcels 
turn a lovely golden brown colour. With the help 
of the grown-up place them in the already hot 
oven. The parcels take about ten minutes to 
cook. 


• A Family 
ticket to 
‘CULDROSE 
AIRDAY' 
to take place 
in July 1999. 


I Closing Date for Entries 19th Feb 1999. Employees or Relatives of Navy News are 
^ ineligible to enter. 


Captain Plank and the 
gang were just about 
to decorate their 
Christmas tree when 
they hit stormy seas. 

The baubles went 
everywhere. Help the 
gang to find them so 
that they can decorate 
their tree in time for 
Christmas. 

How many can you 
find hidden in Captain 
Plank’s galleon? 


Find the baubles on Capt 


Technocat 


TECHNOCAT says a big 
Happy Christmas to all 
Gang Plank Club members, 
and has logged on to the 
Internet to search out , 
some really cool 
Christmas sites for you to 
visit. 


TANTALISE your tastebuds and discover the 
following Christmassy treats In the word- 
search above. It’ll have your mouth fair water¬ 


ing, me little shipmates 
Keep your eyes peeled though, they could 
be backwards, forwards or upside down! 
Happy hunting: 

1. Roast Turkey 7, Trifle 

2. Sprouts 8. Cranberry Sauce 

3. Plum Pudding 9. Rum Truffles 

4. Brandy Butter 10. Chippolatas 

5. Mince Pies 11, Stuffing 

6. Nuts 12, Sat sum as 


Why no! log on and 
check them out, but don't forget, 
before you go on the net always get 
permission from the person who pays 
telephone bill!! Funky Christmas Web s 
http :\\ www.c h r i stm as , com 
This site is a general festive s 
Technocat liked the worldview page w 
tells you about how people celeb 
Christmas all over the world. 

h ttp :\\www. merry-c h ristma s .com 
Lots of goodies at this site, games, 
ries and much more. 

http :\\too nacat. com 
This is one of Technocaf s favourite a 
It belongs to a cat a bit like Techno, 
there are great things for Christmas. 

http:Wwww.geocities.com/he; 
1 and/7134 ic hri stm a s / x mas. htm 1/ 

A very long winded title for a site 
good graphics and some funky music! 
h ttp :\\crettsf orkids.miningco.com 
Ef you are into making things this $11 
for you. It's American based but has % 
things to do and special pages for diffc 
events including Christmas. 
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C APTAIN PLANK has been 
Christmas shopping for the crew 
and his pirate mates - and what 
treats he has found! 

For first mate Jim, the lucky fellow, he has 
bought a Furby.They are cute, cuddly and 
completely adorable. 

They sing, purr, snore, sneeze, giggle 
and burp* You can tickle their tummy, put 
them to sleep and give them lots of love. 
This loveable, singing, moving, interactive, 
animatronic pet responds to light, touch, 
sound and motion by moving its eyes, ears 
and mouth. 

What’s more it can talk too. Furby has a 
vocabulary of over 800 phrases in English 
and its own language Furbish. (Age 6+ - 
£ 29 , 99 ) 

Technocat will think his Action Man Polar 
Mission (Age 6+ - £24.25) is absolutely 
purrriect. For Sweet Sally the cabin girl he 
has bought The Titanic - 3D Edge to Edge 
jigsaw puzzle (Age 8+ - £13,75). he knows 
that she's in love with Leonardo De Caprio 
so hopefully it’ll stop her mooning. 

His old mucker Biackbeard has lost his 
treasure and Captain Plank was delighted to 
have found it Biackbeard will be chuffed, 
chuffed, chuffed with hts new board game 
Biackbeard s Treasure - A battle for pirate 
goid (Age 7+ - £16.25). 

Captain Hook has just been given a new 
robotic hand instead of his old brass hook 
and so to celebrate hts new mobility Plank’s 


going to give him a candle-making kit ( Age 
6+ - £14.75) so he can craft with his new fin¬ 
gers. 

On board on Christmas Day will be lots of 
fun because Plank has bought all the crew 
Kids’ Trivia, with 1,000 questions on art, sci¬ 
ence, TV and famous people (Age 7* - £9.95} 
and Brainiak - a mind-blowing game of 
telepathy, with no wrong answers (Age 10+ * 
£19.75). 

He said he wants to find out Just how 
smart they all are. Phileas Fogg and his 
mate Passepartoute are popping over for 
some of his lovely mince pie parcels so old 
Planky thought they’d just nave to have 
Explore Europe, a family board game which 
helps lo improve geography (Age 10+ - 
£14.75} and will help them prepare for their 
next trip. Goh. what a lovely Christmas they 
are all going to have. Plank and his pals will 
have fun. 


A RE YOU dreaming of a white 
Christmas? There's nothing like a 
good snowball fight or seeing 
who can make the biggest snowman, or 
even whizzing down a hill on a sledge. 

Captain Plank and his crew thought you 
might like to hear about the two colaest 

E ases on earth, the Arctic and the Antarctic, 
st to get you in the mood for those chilly 
winter months ahead, Brrrr! 

Did you snow that the Arctic, also known 
as the North Pole, is the most northern part 
of the Earth? 

The temperature hardly ever rises above 
freezing point, so land and sea are frozen for 
most of the year. In winter the sun never 
rises so it is dark all day and ail night. 


Amazingly, many kinds of wildlife still man¬ 
age to survive rn these hostile conditions. 
Snowy owls, arctic foxes and polar bears 
live on the ice and seals and whales live in 
the sea. 

In some places the Ice is nearly 3km (2 
miles) thick and it moves! The snow pushes 
down on the ice and edges it slowiy downhill 
towards the sea. This moving ice Is called a 
glacier. 

Sometimes, enormous chunks of ice 
break off from the glaciers and float away. 
These are called icebergs. Only the top of 
an iceberg shows above the surface. Most of 
it is underwater. 

Did you snow that the biggest iceberg 
ever recorded was as big as Belgium? 
Sailing a ship through icy seas is treacher¬ 
ous. The mere mention of the Titanic to 
Captain Plank sends shivers down his tim¬ 
bers! 

Did you snow that Inuits, previously 
known as Eskimos, have been living in the 
Arctic for thousands of years. Traditionally 
they move around in family groups, living in 
ice houses called igloos. That reminds me 
of Captain Plank’s favourite joke, ’How does 
an Jnuil build a house? igloos it together!". 
Tee hee hee! They survive by hunting and 
fishing. They hunt an animal called a 
Caribou, which is similar to a deer. 

Did you snow that Inult children are given 
a raw Caribou eye as a treat? It’s an Inuit 
Arctic sweetie!! 

Did you snow that Antarctica, the coldest 
continent on Earth, Is a land of thick ice and 
snow surrounding the South Pole. 

The land in the Antarctic is even colder 
than in the Arctic so very few plants and ani¬ 
mals can survive. Did you snow that the 
largest animal that lives Just on the land is a 
tiny insect although seals, whales and pen¬ 
guins get enough to eat from the sea, 

AH in all there is a tot of snow in the 
Antarctic. Did you snow that all snowflakes 
are a six-sided shape and although millions 
of snowflakes have fallen to Earth nobody 
has ever found two which are exactly the 
same. 

Can you believe that people have seen 
snowflakes the size of dinner plates? 
imagine that landing on your head!! 

Brrrr! Captain Flank can’t take any more 
chilly facts and has gone below deck to 
warm up with a mug of steaming hot cocoa! 


LONDON BOAT SHOW 

8-17 JANUARY 99 

Win tickets to 
the Boat Show 


FIVE sets of tickets for all 
the family to visit the 
London International Boat 
Show arc up for grabs. 

You can win a great day out 
at the biggest and best boat 
show in the world ever. 

There are boats, boats, boats 
galore and, for the first time, 
‘The Big Blue’ experience - a 
new hall opening up aimed 
totally at young people. 

So don’t miss out on the 
maritime event of the year and 
join in the fun at Fads Court 
from January 8 to 17. 

The first five members to 
write to The Gang Piank Club, 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth POl 3TIIL will 
receive a free family ticket! 


• This picture of an Acletie penguin colony, taken by David Scott, was one of the entries in the BG Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year 199$ Competition, organised by BBC Wildlife Magazine and The Natural History 
Museum . An exhibition of all the 150 winning and commended images are on display at the Natural History 
Museum until February 27 \ 


GTIVITY 


iin Plank’s Christmas Galleon 
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December 

birthdays 

YOUNG readers with 
December birthdays are: 
Max Rowley, Harriet 
Russell, Joanna Maber, 
Samantha Hellawell, 
Robert Familton, Adam 
Blckneil, Stephen 
Dooley, Steven Gellett, 
Tom Burns, Nicholas 
Fletcher, Nicola 
Burrowes, Benjamin 
Chaflans, Matthew 
Gilson, Phillip Aiaimo, 
Danny Milano, Javade 
Hlgman, James Cairns, 
Aidan Davies, Kevin 
Panning, Christopher 
Rowland, Adam Collins, 
David Bundy, Michael 
Gray, James Moscrop, 
Christopher 
Shuttleworth, Gary 
McGill, Alex Alderton, 
David Boulton, Michael 
Boulton, Samantha 
Thompson, Jack 
Hendren, Sean Dooley, 
Timothy Moulders, 

Nicola Cadman, Clare 
Gladney, Gemma Luke, 
Michelle Wagstaffe, 
Robert Broomfield, 

Sarah Howatt, Thomas 
Woods, Kerry Squib, 
Daniel Gray, Daniel 
Haines, Matthew 
Williams, Nigel Jackson, 
Mackenzie Davis, 

Lynsey Burford, Amir 
Hussain and 
Christopher King. 


VERY COOL 
SPORTSI 

O KAY ALL you couch potatoes. Turn oft the telly, 
put away the chocs and listen up because irs 
time to get active; time to make a date to skate. 

There has never been a better time to have a go at ice-skating, 
so find out where your nearest ice rink is and give it a try. It 
doesn’t cost very much and the price includes skate hire. 


No other equipment is required, 
bm remember lo lake along a pair 
of gloves, just in case you take a 
tumble. 

You'Ll soon And your feet and 
once you feel confident to lei go of 
the handrail around the edge of the 
rink it becomes easier to relax and 
experiment with your style. 

A bit of advice though, don't try 
to do too much too soon or you 
could find yourself out of control, 
losing your balance, making a grab 
at the nearest person and causing a 
major pile-up. Bum twisters. Open 
Mohawks and Tea Pots come later! 

If you find you really enjoy ice- 
skating and you want to take it a 
step further many ice rinks around 
the country are running Learn to 
Skate programmes. 

These programmes will take you 
from your first steps on the ice 
through to being a competent and 
confident ice-skater ana if you're 
really keen you can go on to become 
a speed skater, dance skater or ice 
hockey player. Bui if you prefer to 
put the technical stuff on ice for the 
time being then it sounds as though 


ice discos may be more your thing. 
All in all it's a great way to keep 
active this winter. So make a date to 
skate this Christmas! 

If the thrills and spills of snow¬ 
boarding are more your scene there 
are many dry slopes around the 
country where you can learn the 
skills. 

There are also holidays 
especially for boarders where 
you can hire all the gear. 

If you're in a position to get your 
own board, a specialist snowboard 
shop will help you choose boards, 
hoots and bindings. With a hit of 
practice you'll soon be ready to 
attempt simple jumps, or 01 lies, 
either on flat ground or using a 
ramp to get more height. 

Snowboarding is easy to learn 
and the basic skills acquired on a dry 
slope will prepare the way for the 
day you get the chance to ride 
through fresh powdery snow for 
real. It's one of the best feelings 
that snowboarding can give you. 

So hit the white stuff this 
Christmas and have an ice-cool 
Yule! 



• FUN ON THE ICE: The National Ice Skating Association are co- 
ordinating a National Learn to Skate Programme. Contact your 
local ice-rink to find out it they are taking pert. 

THE LUCKY WINNERS 

CONGRATULATIONS to 
Lewis Whitmiil who was the 
lucky winner of the ‘Find The 
Buried Treasure' competition 
in the August issue - he has 
won a fantastic Raleigh Max 
mountain bike. 

The winners of September's 
Power Rangers competition were 
Thomas Jenkins, David Burdess, 
Jade Fraser, Shane Hicks, Samuel 
Whiteley, Antic Wingrove. Daniel 
Shaw. Emma Roberts, Jack Reid. 
Jodie Savory, Alex Parrott, Robert 
Gibson, Nicholas James. Andrew 
Oakes and Andrew Rich- 



JOLLY 

JOKES 


FROM SIMONE (6) and 
Charlotte (4) Perron, 
Warminster, Wilts 

* Why was the beach wet? 

* Because the seaweed 

* Why will the world never 
end? 

* *Cos it r s round 

* What did the pilot say 
when he left for work? 

* I must fly now 

* What wears a coat and 
pants In the summer? 

* A dog 

* Why are adults boring? 

* Because they're groan-ups 

Winter Wind Ups 

* How does an Inuit get 
dressed? 

* As quickly as possible 

* What do polar bears eat 
for a snack? 

* Ice burgers 

* What's black and white 
and blue all over? 

* A zebra at the North Pole 

* Who is Santa Claus's 
wife? 

* Mary Christmas! 


• WINNER: Lewis Whitmiil, with 
his Rateigh Max mountain hike 


Pantomime fun 
for everyone 


SPECIAL OFFER 

LONDONS BIGGEST PANTOMIME 


Membership Application Form 

Please enrol me os a member of The (>anj> hunk Club. I enclose n 
PO/chcquc (payable to Navy News) for £3.25. 


Name 


Address 


*...*.*. . Postcode 

D.O.B ,... Tel No . 

Do you have my Brothers CJ 
Special Interests: Sport I. J 

Friends Q 

Who does this copy of Navy News belong to? 

Parent fJ Grandparent LJ 

We will also accept payment foy:- 

Visu, Solo, Delhi, 
Access, Mastercard or Switch 


Siam 0 

Music □ 
Raiding ( J 


Ages LJ 
Film/TV □ 


Other 0 



JOIN THE GANG PLANK CLUB AND 
YOU WILL RECEIVE A QOOOfE BAG 
SIMILAR TO THE ONE SHOWN 


Send your completed form, together with a postal ordcr/ehcquc for £.1.25 to: 
Captain Plank‘a Club, Navy News, II MS Nelson* Portsmouth PC) I JIHL 
If you would like any further information before applying, dll 01705 733558 
or 01705 826040 (24-hour amwerphnne) 


IT S THE TIME of year for us to say “Oh yes he 
It" and “It's behind you”. Where do we say that, 
at a pantomime of course! 

If you are off to a pantomime near you then read on 
for some interesting “behind the scenes ' facts. Don’t 
forget to enter our great reader offer for you to enjoy 
a very special pantomime in Wimbledon 


j thepr 

t antomime in Wimbledon, Paul 
llfott these questions: 

□ How many people visit 
the panto each year? 

60,000 people visit the 
panto in Wimbledon. 

□ How Jong does it take to 
write the script? 

Only two weeks, 

□ Who makes up the 
jokes? 
f do. 

□ How long does It take to 
rehearse the panto? 

Just two weeks. 

□ Who is your favourite 
panto character? 

Silly Billy in Goldilocks and 
the Three Bears. 

j Why is the male lead 
always played by a woman? 

It's not always, and not 
necessarily in our pantos. 

□ What, in your opinion, Is 
it about panto that makes ft 
so special? 


ft's the only time an entire 
family can go out and see a 
show at a reasonable price and 
there's entertainment for every¬ 
body. I also think it p s very 
British and is all good clean 
fun. 

□ How long does your panto 
run for? 

Six weeks. 

Q How many pantos have 
you produced? 

I have been in the business 
since 1969 and I produce about 
30 pantomimes a year, ail over 
the country. That makes about 
812 all together, (WOW!!!) 

□ How many people are 
involved in the production 
process? 

Eighty five per panto which 
includes Cast of ten principals, 
ten dancers, eight babes, 
wardrobe, lighting and techni* 
cal, stagehands, box office and 
18 office production staff. 

□ What do panto performers 
say instead of ‘Good Luck’? 

Break a leg!! 



S at the ^ 


WimbTbiJo jSf 


T H £ A T ft E 

Starring 

BRITT EKLAND • MELANIE STACE • 
GARY BUSHELL AND 
KRISS AKABUSI 


A FREE CHILD’S TICKET WHEN YOU 
BUY AN ADULT’S TICKET 
OFFER AVAILABLE:- 
JANUARY 

12th 13th 14th 19th 20th only 


To claim the above offer you must send or 
show proof of this advert when booking. 

SEND YOUR BOOKINGS 70;- 
THE BOX OFFICE, 
WIMBLEDON THEATRE, 

THE BROADWAY, 

LONDON SW19 1QG 
TEL 0181 540 0362 

Not retrospective this offer is subject to 
availability and usual box office conditions. 
It cannot be used in conjunction 
with any other offer 


This feature is sponsored by 


LOCKHEED 


A R T I N 











































